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times ad captandam Benevolentiam, they pre- 
ſent their whole Deſigne, in a briefc Epi. 
tomy, that ſo they may. invite the Rea- 
der. But I ſhall doe None of Theſe. 
 . The fuſt 1 need not : For, if the Ten 
Kings mult hate the Whore, Eate her fleſh, 
and Burne her with her fire; Will not 
every good Chriſtian offer himſelfe a 
ready Servant to This Worke, a Willing 
Souldier under this Standard? 

The Second, I -camnot ; without queſti» 
oning my.owne Diligence, or ( which is 
worſe) my Readers Gentlenefle : Eithet 
of which every Writer carefully ſhunneth. 

The third I will not, left I be injurious 
to myſelfe: For, Humane Nature is ever 
Novorum avida; and the Soule of yaſt 
comprehenſion; the Booke therefore 
would ſeeme but Crambe bis cofta, to All » 
that read the Epiſtle, and but create a 
w_ ro Thoſe that had already. gathe» 
red all, by viewing the Breviate. 

If it be the Glory of a King's Daughter 
to beclothed in Needle-worke ; ſurely This 
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poore Birth will nced more. then Figs 
leaves, to make it Beautifull, . When it is 
Cloathed with its Beſt Robes, It will not 
be worthy to appearein ſo Great aPre- 
ſence, How much leſſechen, when pre. 
ſented only ina bare and naked Sceleton ? 


The Worke then of Theſe Lines, is 
to lay proſtrate at Your Feet (moſt Noble 
Lords, and Gentlemen ) the Fetirements 
of Your Humblc Servant in the Laſt Fe- 


If You ſhall aske mee, how I daretake 
the boldneſle to interrapt Your moreſe. 
rious Thoughts, with Theſe Things of 
Little Worth: All I ſhall plead for my 
ſelfe is but This, the bow muſt be ſome- 
times unbent; and if then This Pam. 
phlet may be called for, it is all I aſpire 
ro, For, Your Protection, and Your 
Patronage, not Your Trouble, is My 
Requeſt : Of which being no whic 
Doubtfull, with all Humility commen- 
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 dingT his to Your Noble Favour; Your 
ſelves and -Counſels to the Almighty ; 
I craveleaye for ever to remaine 


Your moſt ebliged and 


devoted Servant 
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SECT. L 
Sheweth, what is that Epiſcopacy that is fought a- 
gainſt ; and how incongruous it 1s to State-Polzcy. 


AM 


CHAP. I. 


T he Subjed Stated, Nut a Biſhops Name,but Office Oppoſed : nur 
Office in generall, but Such. Such a Biſhop repugnant to State= 
Policie; Antiquity,Scripture. T he Method propornded for the 
firſt Seft ion,containing Arguments dravne from State-Policie. 


Ayme not at Words, but Things ; not loving tv 
hight with Shadowes.It is not the Looke,much Jedi 
the Name of a Biſhop that I feare, orquarrell 
with ; it is his Natzre, his Office, that diſpleaſeth 


me. 
Nor yet his Nature, or Office in Generall, but Such, and 6 - 
B cloathed 
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cloathed,or rather veiled,with ſuch and ſuch adjun&s, 

For to me the Word Biſbop lignifies, either one that is to 
Preach, Adminiſter the Sacraments, Exhort, Reprove, Con- 
vince, Excommunicate, &c. not onely in ſome one diſtin& 
Congregation, his owne Pariſp, but in many, ſeverall Con- 

tions crowded up together in One (trange( and;for long, 
— a; word, a Digceſſe. | 

Or one who hath to all this added, not onely the name of 
a Civill Lord,(with which bare name or ſhadow,l fightnot ) 
but alfo a vaſt, unweldy (TI had almoſt ſaid unlimited) Pow- 
er in Civil Government , which maſt needs draw on a mighty 
Traine, and cloath it ſelfe with glorious Robes of long ex- 
tended and magnifique itiles, ſcarce to be marſhall'd by a bet- 
ter Herauld than Elib»,vx ho could giveno Titles. 

Or in thelalt place, (which ſhould be fir{t) a true faichfull 
Overſeer, that, over one ſingle Congregatiqn, hath a joynt care 
with the Elders, Deacons, and reft of the Aſſembly, who are 
all fetlow-helpecrs,yea ſervants each to others faith. 

This /aſt is a Biſhop, of the firſt Inſtitution;of Chriſts allow- 
ance; ſetled in divers Churches, even in the Apoſtles times. 

The firſt is of the ſecond Century,when Dofrine, Diſcipline, 
all Religion, began to waine. For even then Myſterious Anti- 
chriſt was not onely conceived,but began to quicken. 

The ſecond roſe/zſt, (though firſt intended by the Churches 
Enemy.) Riſing up while the world was butte, looking all 
one way ; as amaz'd at the new Beaſt, ſucceſſour tothe Dra- 

on, 
, Thisis now onr Adverſzyy,; One monſtrouſly compoun- 
ded, of different, yea oppolite Offices ; and thoſe the greateſt, 
both Eccleſiafticell and C:vill: for which he ſeemes no way a- 
ble, no way fit; and that for many reaſons, which may bee 
brought from Scripmre, Church- Antiquity,State-Policy. 

I ſhall beginne with the laſt, (as that I now ayme at moſt.) 
Here let us view our Biſhop a while as a private man, before his 
Office, Next as a Lord over Church and State, in hz Office. 
Then with ſome ncceffary Conſequents to bis Office ; as now it 
is exerciſed in this Kingdome. Thus ſhall we quickely judge 
how ſutable to true Policy of State, are either the Antecedents, 
Concomitants,or Confequenti,of this too officious, two-headed 
Biſop. Anece- 


— >. 


__ 


, wo ON Or REAR, ; 


ms 


the Nature of Epiſcopacy. 


Antecedents to his Office, are his Birth, Education, Eletion, 
Ordination, Oc, | 

Concomitants, (or rather Ingredients ) we may call,thar al- 
moſtillimited power,both Intenſive,in ſole Ordination , Ju- 
riſdiftion (Diredtive ; by Injun&ions,Canons,&c, Correre, 
by Excommunication,Suſpenſion, Deprivation,&c.) As alſo 
Extenſive,over {0 valt a Dioceſſe. 

Hither alſo we may referre his power Jaridicall or Legiſla- 
tive, in Parliament; Judiciall in many great, yea Civill Tri- 
bunals. And (of all moniters moſt ugly) his power Delega- 
tive: then which this ſunne hath ſeene nothing more mon+ 
{trous,at lealt as of late it hath beene exercis*d. 

By Conſequents I meane his Relations, (acquired by his of- 
fice) both Vpward,to his Soveraigne, Creator,BenefaQors; as 
Downward, to his owne family, Creatures, and hang-by De- 
pendants, 
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CHAP. IL 


Of our Biſbops Birth, how unſitable to bis Office ; how Hurtfull to 
Himſelfe and Others : How in:ongruous to State-Policic. 


Etus begin with Antecedents, in them the firſt. Which we 
ſhall finde very unſutable to his after acquired office, For 
the molt part he is Ex fece plebrs, hmi-/erpent ; of the lowelt 
of the people / an o!d complaint.) Now for ſuch alow borne 
man, to be exalted high, ſo high, and that not gradatim, ſtep 
by itep, bue - ſaltzm, all at once, as oft it is (inone of few, 
orno Schoole Degrees, which yet indeed at beltare ſcarce de- 
orees to the Civill honour of a Peere ; ) mult needes make as 
great a Chaſme in Politiques, as ſuch leapes uſe to doe in Na- 
murals. 
A great Kvill muſt it be,and that both in himſe/fe,and to bim- 
ſelfe trom others. 
In others eye, his honour will bethe obje&t, not ſo much 
erhaps of envy,as ſcorne: while every man of loweſt worth, 
will {till value himſelfe at as high a rate, and ſtill conceive he 
wanted not the verizon deſert, — t fortunate reward, a _— 
2 , 
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had. Now every Aion will from hencediſpleaſe, {ith uneX * 
peRted,ſudden happinefle, is oft times fat enough. 

Now that fitting deportment, which may but expreſſe the 
juſtdignity of his place, and anſwer the majelty of his high 
calling, ſhall be elteem*d but =—_ inſolence, and at beſt but 
affe&ation. And from ſome ſuch diſpleafing aftion,or getture, 
(though but ſurmis'd on ſome groundleſfle fancy) ofthis ve- 
ry perſon comes to be diſtaſted: and then adieu all effeftuall 
good, which his words or a&ions;el{c, might ſoone effett, 

Sure the chiefe Dominion of Golpell Miniſters ſhould be 
in That,the Lord and maſter of the Goſpel] ſo much requires; 
My ſornne, give me thy beart- It a Miniſter once come to loſe the 
heart, and affe&ions of his people, he may indeed (tudy ſme 
way to force their bodies ; bur ſhall ſcarſe ever winne a ſoule, 
or ſavea finner, Homo duc: wwlt,cogi non poteſt, man may beled, 
but cannot be compelled : if you can falten any force on his 
whole perſon,it muſt be that of Loze. For ſure the Goſpell 
conſtraint, is onely that uf Love. T h: love of Chriſt conſtraineth. 
This,and this only is an irreſiſtible AttraCtive,an uncontroul- 
able conſtraint. T hus is the Miniſter,the Biſbp hurt,in regard 
of Others, 

In regard of Himiufe : ſudden great changes are dangerous 
in Nature: the skilful! Gralter, the expert Gardiner, will not 
tranſlate from barren to an over-fruictull ſoile ; for this ſuf- 
tocates the Spirits, and deltroyes the Plant. The ſudden un- 
expected newes of a ſonnes lite, ( which was reported dead ) 
was the death of the Parent,as weread in R oman Hiltories. 

High places cauſe a (wimming in the braine : your Faulk- 
ners leelea Pigeons eye, (when they would have her ſoare 
high) to prevent a vertigo. 1 conceive trom chi s Reaſon, and 
mainely trom this it was the good pleaſure of the Spirit,that 
under the Law, when the Church had an infucnce into ſtate- 
affaires, the High Pricit ſhould be cho'en out of one emi- 
nent family, of the ltocke of Levi: and (ome of the Kings of 
Iſrael are reproved by God, ter that they choſe their Pricſts 
out of the meaneſt otthe people. He that is to gocin and out 
before the people, andis their guide, muſt be without ble- 
mith. 

Thoſe Horſes which are deiigned to a lofty Ayre,and gene- 
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rous manage, muſt be of a Noble race. Now bene conveniunt,nec 
in una ſede morantur, Majeſtas & Origo plebeia, Majeſty, and a 
Baſe Originall,doe not well ſuite; neither can they dwell to- 
gether : The Vapours which by the Sun are raiſed to a great 
height, even to the ſecond Region, being of ſo meane a Pro- 
geny, are but the matter of haile,ſnow,raine,ſtorme,and tem- 
peſt,which by Hiſtorians are obſerv'd to be the frequent Prog- 
noſtickes, or at leaſt companions of Wars,and confufions. 


—— 


CHAP. IIE. 


A Bifpops Breeding not fit for bs Calling: againſt Rules df Policy. 
Some Objections anſwered. 


B Ur ſome will fay,this defeft (in Birth) may berepaired in 
Breeding, elſe weſhut the doores of hope, ( and by Con- 
ſequence of Induſtry) to Cicero, Mariws, and ſuch other Wor- 
thies; who though bur of a low Pedegree,may advance them- 
ſelves even to the Helme, and there approve themſelves men 
admirable,in the way of Government, 

'Tis true, Art oft-times helpeth Nature : ſome men of ſmall 
beginnings,by their vertues have deſerved for a Motto, and 
Impreſo,the Pocts words, —— Er que non fecimus ipſt, 

Vixea noſtra voco 

That which is not of our owne doing, we can ſcarce call 
our owne. But when was this ſeeneina Biſhop ? 

Let us therefore in the next place, examine their Breeding ;, 
and {ce whether in probability, that benot as diſadvantagi- 
ous to their Okce,as their Birth. 

Our Education,” it we intend ſervice in way of Civill Poli- 


- cie) mult be in converſe with thoſe who are therein Arts 1a- 


fters : or 1n reading their writings: or Jaſtly,and mainely,in 
an happy «ſe of both.Neither of the two former, hardly both 
rogetlier,can maxeus ſo expert,as Praftice. Scrihendo diſcimus 
ſeribere, Long, Aﬀtive,coltly,and dangerous Obſervations, are 

the onely way to make a wiſe StateE-man. 
Now when theſe Gentlemen,l meane, the moſt refined wits 
amongſ them,(for others come not within our queltion , ) 
B 3 deiigne 
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deſigne the Minilteriall FunRion,they either lay aſide Divini- 
ty, and fo God is diſpleaſed : or elſe they labour ſeriouſly in 
the more ſpirituall pathes ; and then the Common Weale is 
by them delerted. For, theſe two (ſodifferent) ſtudies cannot 
goe forward pari paſſ, with equall progreſſe. A Miniſtercan- 
not ſerve God and Mammon, 

I know other men thinke otherwile,(of theſe Studies) but 
I conceive the caſe is cleare : For ſure the complaints of good 
men, Canons and Afts of Councels, (torbidding Minilters to 
meddle in State affaires) and the Anſwers of our owne breaſts 
prove this truth more then ſuthciently. 

You ſhal have St. Arſtin(in his $1.Epiſt.) complaining that 
worldly affaires diltrafted his thoughts trom his calling: and 
St. Cyprian apprehends, thoſe great perſecutions were but juit 
conſequences of the Clergies guilt in this kKinde. Gregvry the 
great was much troubled tn feele himfelte under that load. 

Secondly, Canons and Councels diſcover their judgements 
fully in this point ; ſo Can-6.8. and $3. of the Apoltles,Coun- 
cels alſo doe the ſame ; Con.Carthag. Can, 16, Cone, Calced, Can, 
3. and thus ſtill they did while Canons and Councels did at 
all ſtudy the advancement of Chrilis Kingdome, 

I confeſle of later times, Minitters (like Water-men) have 
looked one way,and row'd another ; ſv that perhaps now you 
may finde Canons of another ftrainc. 

But thirdly, (which may anſwer all Obj:&tions ) let every 
good Minilter examine buc his owne breaſt, his owne heart , 
and then ler him ſpeake. 

Iam ſure, to thoſe who maintaine ſuch Prelaticall Biſhops, 
this abſurdity will follow ; that to one man the whole power 
may be given,both in Civilibw,& Eccleſiaſticis:a Thing,which 
God thought Chriſt oze'y fit for ; andio on His ſhoulders on- 
ly,did he place the Worlds Government, 

Yet ſome will perhaps aftirme, Both theſe compatible,and 
this by example non Gods owne InjunGtions, to fome of the 
Minilters,under the Law,in the Jewiſh Policy. 

But I anfwer, firlt, There are Two mainethings in which 
our Miniltery,and the Jewes (of 01d) doe differ. 

Firlt, all their ſolemane externall worſhip,(at leaſt moſt part 
of it) lay in Bodily Worke,in ſuch things whercin the _ 
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and braine was but lictle exerciſed ; as in offering Sacrifice, 
burning Incenſe,divers waſhings,%&c. 

Secondly, That which made their members uncapable of 
comming into their aſſemblies, was outward uncleannelie;(as 
touching of a dead body, Leproſie,want of Legall waſhings, 
&c.)and from hence their Miniſteriall watch(one of the 
teſt workes ) became as Eaſy,as Outward and Vilible; fo that 
even of the inferiour Levites,were made Porters ; and to theſe, 
the Office of reſtraining unmeet perſons, from their Congre- 
gation,did belong. 

But,now,the Work of our Miniiters under Chrilt,differeth 
#0to Clo, and that both in publique and private. 

In publique,ie is Preaching,Expounding, Catechiling, &c. 
which require mighty workings of the braine, and inward 
man: ſpecially fith theſe mult be done with Majelty and Au- 
thority; (Letno man deſpiſe thy youth ) and yet with all ſweets 
nefſe and gentleneſſe,( for z Bifbop miſt not be fierce.) | 

In private,his Worke is to compole differences, (that they 
breake not out into publique) to vilit the licke,to comfort the 
afflited,(for Who is ſicke(faith Paxl) and I am not troub!ed? who 
#5 weake or offended,and I bxrne not? )\ ca,and many more works 
of this Nature. Andall this, belides the care of his Family, 
and beſides his private ſtudy,a worke too great for any man. 

It you then conſider the quantity,the variety; or ſpirituali- 
ty, ofthe Miniſteriall Worke under the Goſpell ; yon cannor 
but acknowledge it great, very great, and much greaterthan 
that of old under the Law. Indeed they diſpute ſometimes, 
who have not tryed ; but a painfu!l Preacher itil] cryeth out, 
IW ho us ſufficient, who is fit, for theſe things ? 

In the Cenſares of the Church (though indeed the Kyes be 
entruſted with others as well as himſelfe,yet)by his learning, 

iety,and prudence. he mult {tcere all : ſo that he mutt alwayes 
be awake. Caveat Dillator nequid detrimenti capiat Retpublica, 
Let the Di&atour take heed, that the Common-wealth ſu- 
itaine no lofle. 

Will any man now ſay,that the Caſe of a Prieit, and a Mi- 
niſter, is all one ? for,fuppoſe the Prieſts of old, did inter- 
meddle with ſecular affaires, ſhall any Miniſter now from this 
example,Cwhen the calling is fo vaitly different) take =_ 
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him both funftions? If he doe, let him take heed he be not as 
one that hath taken up the Plough of the Kingdome of Hea- 
ven,and then doth the worke ot the Lord negligently: Ifſo, 
his judgement will be intolerable. 

But,in the ſecond place, I anſwer confidently, and I hope 
truely, that theſe ty» Othices, or Callings, did not under the 


'Law meete in One, except in ſome Extraordinary Caſes, and 


>er{ons. 

Firſt, the old Patriarchs, I confefſe, did exerciſe Both Fxn- 
&ions,in ſome ſenſe, and in ſome ſenſe they did nvt : (I meane 
as a Calling.) Abraham indeed ſwayed the Scepter ; but his 
whole Kingdome was limited to his owne Family ; and to 
he was a King, and no King ; for every Maſter of a Family, 
muſtin the like caſe keepe np Government. 

I confefle he offered Sacrifice; but then, when there was 
no Law, noPrieſt : and others might have done it as well as 
He, had they beene ſo well inclined. Thus he was a Prieſt, and 
no Prieſt; for in his Pricſtly Office, he did but what every 
goud man would doc; at lealt might have done : and in his 
Kingly Office, he was but as a Maſter of a Famil y. Andſoit 
was inthereſt of the Patriarches ; ſo that little can be urged 
from theſe examples. To which may alſo be referr'd,that old 
inſtance of Melchiſedech ; if at leaſt he were a man,and not the 
Second Perſon of the Trinity,in mans forme; as Cunews, H4o- 
lineus,and many others hold. 

Secondly, I find Two Judges that were High-Prieſts alſo ; 
Samuel and Ely: but it ſeemes they were thus,by ſome expreſle, 
particular,Extraordinary Command : for God ſaith to Sa- 
muel, T heſe have not rejefted T hee, but Me: intimating that he 
had particularly appointed him to judge, as in an Extraor= 
dinary Caſe,which may therefore be no preſident for Ordi- 
nary men, in Ordinary Caſes. Sammels ſpeciall calling ap- 
= not onely from his being devoted before his Birth,and 

nge call of God, after : but moſt clearely in that he was 
not (asall the Prieſts were to be ) of Azrons houſe; as ap- 
peares by 1 Sam 1, Compared with 1 Chron.6, Yea, and Ely 
too,though of Aaron,yet was not of the eldeſt ſonne; (whoſe 
Line by right ought to have had the High-Prieſthood)as the 
Jewes diſcourſeat large; and of late Cloppenburge, in his Ex- 
ccllent Schoole of Sacrifice. Now 
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Now Hye may by ſpeciall Licence take a wife of A- 
dulteries ; A5rabam Sacritice his childe , the Jewes borrow 
Jewels of the Egyptians, and Phmesr doe: juſtice by an ex- 
traordinary command or initint, bur we may+ not follow 


theſe prelidents. | | 
Some ſay that inferiour Levites did intermeddle in ſecular 


affaires. But I anſwer, there were Levites of two ſorts; ot 
of one ſort, Prieſt; were choſen, (out of Aarons Line; ) the 
others were like the Secx/ars5 among the Ferſritex. And theſe 
lait did (as the Seculars doe )performe the Czpill part of thoſe 
Religious Services; and nothing elſe, that Ican hnde in Scrip- 


rure or Story, 
Laſtly, for the High Prieſts after the Jewith Government 


was broken in pieces, I hope no body will bring them for a 
preiident : there being thenno Viſion for ſpiricuall things 
trom God,no more Government for Civill things, according 
tothe Rule of God. 

Of thoſe times Foſephus complaineth, that the Chaſmonei 
had taken upon them the Uniting of Prieſt-bood and Secular 
power, in one perſon ; which could not be done, but in ex-- 
traordinary caſes, by Gods ſpeciall command, And thus I 
ſuppole they will get bur little trom Gods injun&tions among 
the Jewes. 


But ſome ſtill will ay, that one of cheſe Studies may fit for Objeft. 


another. All truthes, Polemicke,poſitive,whether Policique,Phi- 
loſophicall, or Theologicall, are of neere conſanguinity; and 
he that is a Gnoſt ique in one, cannot be a meere Tyrunculws in 


the other. 
I confeſſe did they improve their Studies to the ripeni 


—— 


ung 
of Reaſon, and inlarging of their underſtanding, This might Anſw. 1, 


in ſome ſenſe be true. But they ſpend their time in Criticall, 
Cabalilticall, Scepticall, Scholalticall Learning : which fils 
the head with empty, acriall, notions; but gives no ſound 
food to the Reaſonable part of man. Yea their {tudy is main-., 
iy laid out upon bookes , which they prize, and fleight as 
they pleaſe; while they want, Cotem Scientie & ingenit , the 
Whetſtone of Learning, and Wit, A Reall Adverſary, that 
by contradifion might raiſe their Parts, and much inlarge 
their judgements, Their learning is in "Win it is but Nomz-. 
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all; and waters cannotriſe higher then their Fountaine. 

But allow that they improve their ſtudies to be beſt ; yet 
this is notenough : For , State Policy is the Daughter of 
Converſe, Obſervation, Induſtry, Experience, Praftice; and 
Bookes will never Teach That : bur T hey are but ill Leaders 
of the Blinde, and what will be the iflue in that Caſe, judge 
you, 


————_ 
| _— 


CHAP. IV. 


Of our Biſhops Ele&ion; whether ſutable to State-Policie. Of his 
Office; Principles, or Maximes, by which he governeth : and 
Praftice according to T h:je Principles. 


VV* have ſcene our Biſhops Birth, and Breeding, with 
all his Studies, and preparations to his Office; to 
which we have now brought him ; onely that his Elefion, 
and Ord4ination TInterpoſe. Of which I might ſpeake much;but 
becauſe This is the common Theame of all complaints,]T ſhall 
paſſe it here; the rather becauſe it may perhaps be better ex- 
amined by Scriptare,and Antiquity,than State-Policie,in which 
I now am. 

Yetby the way I cannot but propoſe it as worthy of State 
conſideration; how like the inferiour Clergie is to yeeld truc 
Ganonicall Obedience, to one (that neſcio quo jure, requires it by 
Oath) though he be oft forc*d on them againit, and never 
with, their expreſſe will; which they cannot exprefle, having 
neither poſitive, nor negative votes in eleCtion. Except per= 
chancethe whole Clergie of a Dioceſſe or Province, way be ful- 
IT_—_ by a Cloiſtred Chapiter, among which are u- 

ually the very dregges of loweſt men. Who yet indeede 
(themſelves) have no EleRive votes ; butafterthe ſolemne 
dirge of Veni Sant Spirit, are as ſure to finde the Spirit in 


. a Conge &' eſlire, as others not long lince, in the Tridentine 


Polt-manrile, 

Certainely, it is to bedefired, thatChriſtians wou!d ſhew 
as much care and conſcience in ſetting heads over whole 
Churches, as ſome Heathen Emperours did in ſetting Go- 
VErnOours 
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vernours over private Townes ; which. yet they would. nat © 
ct doe, till at lealt free liberty was given to the. Citizens com- 
dE, | plaint and reje&ion, if nor Eleftion, of the party prapoun- 
1 ded, And this Antoninw learnt trom the Jewes, and Chrilt- 
s; I ans choyce of Their Church Governours in, . Thoſe Times, 
E though now Latter ages are growne Wiier, But. I mu, leave 


| "this Subjed. 
t Weare now come to view our Biſhop #x his Office, Thaugh 
: we may cowplaine (as one once of Lewes the 11.) he cannot 


be fairely limn'd, becaulg (till in 10tion : which yet in it ſelte 
þ might be, at leait excuſable ; were he not nimium Diligens,tog 
officious; being made up of Two molt inconliltent Offices, 
' theoneof Chwreb, the other of State. - 
{ His deportment in Both, we may guelle by his Maximes or 
Rules by which he goes , which once ſcene, we ſhall quickly 
perceive how well he ſquares his Praftiſe by his Prixciples : 
and how conſonant both to true Church or State-Policie. 
| I ſhall in!tance but in one or ewo, for we may know Ex un- 
! gue Leonem,theLion by his paw. The Climax runs up thus. 
Ficlt, the Church hath power in all Inditterents. 
Secondly, the Charch is Judge what is Indifferent. 
Thirdly, the Biſhops (and their Creatures) are This 
Church. Fes 
If a Prince hath power to Command the perſons and e- 
ſtates of his Subje&s in caſe of Neceſſity, and 'the ſame Prince 
be ſole judge of Neceſſity; it will be no wonder to me, if Thar 
People beever Neceſſitors. 
If the Church have power i Adiapburis, in Indifferent 
| things, and the ſame Church be Judge Quid ſit Adiaphoron, 
'  WhatisIndifferent, and this Church be the Fifbops , I ſhall 
not wonder to ſee thoſe things that are purely Indifferent, 
| made abſolutely neceſſary, to the inſupportable burden of all 
> * mensconlciences. 
= But ſome will perhaps ſay, Theſe Maximes have influence Objed, 
: | onely into Church Government, and ſo belong not ro thepre- 
' ſent queſtionof State-Policie, 
pj I confeſſe, did they confine the prefling of theſe, within the 4:/w. 
confines of the Church, they could not ſo properly belong to 
thediſpute in hand:butchey run _—_ che Maxime ay 
| J 2 arge. 
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kirgs. It is not onely Indifferent things in the Chxrch, bat Tri- 


ifferent things in-generall, A# Tndifferent things , and ſo they 
"may take in, what they will, 

Againe, they doe really ſet Lawes in State matters, under 

the notion of Indifferent; ſo that all the Subjetts Liberty, or 


propriety in goods, They compaſſe with their Net of Indiffi.. 


rencie; which they make heavie with the plummets of greateſt 
nalties... 
Yea, though they medled not at all, with ſuch Things as 
theſe, without their Horizon;yer if they make thoſeThings to 
be Indifferent which are ſinf#l!, (as they doe, I feare) and to 


- Theſe inforce obedience with pretence of Church Policy, They 0- 


verthrow all C;vif Government, 

I take firh 'Maximezs, to be the very Hinges upon which 
our Biſhops Praftice turneth.I ſhoote not Arrawes of Scorne: 
For truly I have not in my intentions , either by flouts, or 
jeeres, or by a faftious Spirit, to deale with This Adverſary, 
Michael himſelte would not revile the Devill : It much lefſe be- 
comes-me, ſo to behave my ſelfe towards Theſe Men (with 
whom I treat)among whom 1 know ſo many truly Eminent: 
Idefire to ſpeake nothing but Truth. Yea, I ſhould excee- 
dingly rejoyce, if by the Spirit of Meckenefſe , men of that 
Learning, and abilities, (which many of them are) might be 
reduced toThat,which I from my Soule con. eiveto berath, 
and am perſwaded will be ſo acknowledged by Themſelves, 
one day. 

If theſe then be their Tencts, (as I ſuppoſe they will con» 
feſfſe them to be) Is there any thing more Unreaſenah!e; more 
Unbrotherly : more favouring of Seffe, than Theſe Poſitions ? 

Unreaſonable, For,allow the Church hath all power in Indif- 
ferents, (which I dare not yet yeeld, who hath made theChwrch 
a Judge(beyond appeale) what + Indifferent ? Is nor this, to 


bring neceſſary and indifferent things all under one notion, If | 


the Church ſhall judge indifferent things to be neceſſary , and 
neceſſary to be indifferent ? which would to me be a ſad ſtory. 
t you will ſay, if the Church be not the Judge of what 


is Indifferent; who may be That Judge? 


Ltell you,asking of queſtions is no anſwering of difficulties 
- But ſecondly, (becauſe Loveto deale plainely) I will teH 


you 
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you who ſhall be Judge : In expounding of Scripture, the, 
Seviptare; but in finding out what is indifferen, Rif&z Ratio 
right reaſon,nualt be Judge. 

But who ſhall tell us what is Rea Ratio? I anſwer, R:&a 
Ratio. Will any man, if the Church ſhall jadge That to be 
indifferent, which is not, ſay it is indifferent? or thatmy con- 
ſcience is bound in this caſe? Ex. grat, I doe confelſe the howre 
when the Congregation ſhall meet,is indifferent; if the Church 
will appoint hereupon Eleven of the Clock at night, and Fire 
in themorning (in this Latitude under which we are) I hope 
no manwill ſay butthat it is ill done of the Church;and 
that neither my conſcience, nor my outward man, is bound 
further in T hx, than to a paſſive obedience, certainely all 
force upon me, in this caſe, would be inne in them. 


A Eng 


But they will ſay, thisis a thing 'in its ſelfe Unreaſonable, Obje@Z. 


and ſo commeth not into the nature of indifferent thing, 


But the Church having ſuch power,as is claimed,who may Anſw. 


diſpute it? 

But ſecondly, this a&ion mult be conſidered cither in the 
univerſal nature of it, orelſeas it is preſently to be put in 
praQtiſe. If you value and ballance it in this lalt ſenſe, nothing 
is indifferent, no ſubſtantiall, nor circumſtantiall Being. For 
we being bound to doe That, which hic. & mwnc,.in this parti- 
cular, and forth; preſent, is beſt, That which is ſo with the 
circumſtances, will be our guide, and the Church will have, 
can have, no power againſt Thi. 

But if you conſider things in rhe univerſall nature , (not 


cloathed with theſe and theſe circumſtances) then it ſcemeth ' 


to have ſome Indifferencie, and then,if ever, itisin the Chnrebes 
power; and yet even then, the Church can goe no further,than 
what will be according to Reaſon. For, tor a Church to ſay, 
I will, becauſe I will, is moſt Papall, Tyrannicall, and altoge« 
ther - diſpleafting to Chritt : but of This, more in another 


ce. 

Thus their Tenets ſeeme to me very Unreaſonable;T liey will 

doe more than Adam did : He gave Names to Things ac- 

cording to their Natures; they will give Natzres according to 
their owne fancies, 

Secondly, very Unbrotherly; in —_ they make —_— 
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the Church, excluding all others : in which a&, according to 
their Tenets) they excludeall others from Salvation;for they 


; ſay, in an ordinary way, there is no Salvation out of the 


Charch; and they in this, admit none into the Church, but 
themlielves. ' | 

Moſes was, upon a miltake, reproved by the Jewes, in that 
he made himſeltea Fadge, though in that decilion - he relea- 
ſed a Jew. Truly I know not by whac authority theſe Biſhops 
{tile themſelves the repreſentative Church; for they mult doe 
it either Fre humano,or Divine. By the laſt wedoe not yeeld, 
That is the Queſtion in hand : by the flsſt' they cannot; for 
where doe the people, cither implicitely or explicitely, cle& 
them,and reſigne up their power to them ? 

Is it in their Convocation, that they obtaine this priviledge? 


That, by the Lawes of this Land, is notart all obligatory till | 


confirmed by Parliament, 

Secondly, the people chooſe nor Theſe Convocation men, 
but the Clergy,and fo they cannot repreſent the wholeChurch. 

Thirdly, the Clergie have no free eleftjor, tor the Biſhop 
will appoint whom they mult chooſe; and this too Sub pena 
anathemztis, under the penalty of Excommunication. 

The Angels (for the wh.le Miniltery of the Church) in the 
Revelation, leeme to receive (ome particular honour from the 
Spirit; yet not the power of a Repreſentati: e Body : but ©0 ju- 
rehumano, aut Divino, Twenty i:xe men ſhall challenge to 


themſelves, as proper, T hat which is not ſo much as by a fign- 


rative right, given to thoſe Angels, I know not. And is not 


" this Unbrotherly, to intrude my telte, and exclude all others 


from T heir Right ? 

But laftly it Tavoureth very much of Se!fe. Far certainely 
he that will out-doe the Pope, is growne to a pretty height of 
pride. Now in the Papacie it is a diſpute, whether the Pope 
alone; or the whole Co/ledge of Cardinals, or a generall Conn- 
cell, or the People; or A!lT hele, or Some of Theſe,with their 
joynt forces, may ſtile themſelves the Church. But Our men 
without diſpute, (like the Lion in the Fable) challenge e1!: 
of whom the Poet is verified; Afar patrum, pejor avo, tulit pro= 


geniem nequiorem, the Age of our Fathers, being worſe than 


that of our Grandfathers, hath yet brought forth a more 
| wicked 
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wicked progeny. And yet, whoever takes up Errour at the 
Second hand, will have an ill bargaine, though hee buy it 


cheap; he will be no gainer. Errour being like the Feruſalem- , 


ms. 


Artichoake, plant it where you will,it over-runnes the ground  _ 


and choakes the Heart. 

Thus having with thechaines of 7zdifferency bound up the 
Peoples Liberty, they deale no better with their Prince. Onely 
Polyphemw-like, my leave Viyſes tor the lait. For, when the 
People are devoured, Kings cannot eſcape. But becauſe Kings 
are of more prying Spirits, they ſteale in upon them, with 
Sugared Baites : ſuch as That of Theirs, No Biſhop, No King. 
But of this more anon. 

I might inſtancein many other of their Maximes, which 
I conceive very prejudiciall, beth to Church, and State-Policy. 
But I will rather view their PraGtiſe, according to Thele 
Principles of Indifferency, In this I ſhall be very ſhort, not 
meaning to upbraid them with many monltrous miſcarriages 
of late; the rather, becauſe I am confident that God, his Ma- 
jeſty, and T he Parliament, will not permirc them longer to 
tranſgreſſe in This height. 

Onely I cannot but intreat you to obſerve, how by Their 
Injuntions, touunded on T boſe Maximer, They have impoſed 
as neceſſary, many things that are but Indifferent, ſome things 
that are Va/awfull. 5; 

Ficl many Things bht Tndifferent, they have injoyned as 
neceſſary. Some to Mmiſlers, as Calſockes, Gownes, Tippets, 
Hoods, Caps, Canonicall Coats, Blackes, and many other. 
Some to People, as fitting with their hats off; Standing up at 
G'oria Patri, the Goſpel, and other parts of ſervice. Weighty 
matters indeed, for Grave, Learned, Holy, Reverend Divines, 
to {p:nd their timeand thoughts upon. 

I might perhaps goe a little higher, thongh I muſt confeſſe 
in ſore other things (now prelt as neceſſary) They have had 
Authority above their owne (though I conceive, none for 
ſach rigid impoſall, ) I meane the Higheſt, granted by the 
whole repreſentative State Civill and Eccleliaiticall:which yer 
(with all dury to that wombe which bare me, and The ” 


Breaſts That gave me ſuck ) hath thought ſome things indif- 
ferent, which I could ſcarce ever apprehend ſuch : at leaſt by 
0 
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"of late they have becne enjoyned on greateſt alcies, Te hath 


oft made my ſoule bleed, to ſee the greateſt lines daily com- 
mitted, without more-than a paper check, (that I may not 
fay countenanced) while thouſands muſt ſigh in prrmang 
with loſſe of cares, goods, eſtates, livings, liberty, all; onely 
for refuſall of Thoſe things, that at belt can be but Inditfe- 
rent. 

But however theſe things may be in themſelves : ſtare I am, 
our Biſhops have prefſed them not onely beyond the Lawes 
intention, but alſo much againſt the meaning of thoſe good 
men; who in the firſt Reformation, did (though perhaps erro- 
neouſly ) what Chriſt once lawtully permitted, in almoſt the 
ſame caſe; allowing a convenient Time for Buriall of thoſe 
Ceremonies, whic _ appeared not Mortifere, deadly, 
though Mortue, dea : 

Yeaand ſome things wn/:w/z /,by their owne power They 
have forced upon Miniſter and People under the maske of In- 
different. 

Oathe 14:niſters, the Reading of the Booke of Spores, (firſt 
invented by themſelves) that mon{trous and prodigious late 
Oath, with divers new Canons, not enjoyned by Parliament, or 
any other Legall authority, I mighradde their bare biddin 
forme of Prayer, Second Service at the Altar, (though it coul 
not be heard) an illegall Oath of Canonical! Obedience, (blind 
devotion) aid a new forme of thb(Cription before Degrees, 
Orders, Inlticutions,$&c. 

On Them and the People, placing the Communion Table 
Altar-wiſe, Railing it in; Bowing to it, Receiving at it,$c. 
For will now paſſeover their moitunchriltian Oath Ex Offi 
cio, (fouler than the fouleſt dregges of that cruell Inquiſition) 
at one blow cutting aſunder all the nerves, not onely of poſe= 
tive, but morall, natzrall Lawes, all which (being tender of 
the leaſtgraine of mans liberty) have entruſted us with this 
Univerſall maxime, Nemo tenetur ſe prodere, Noman is bound 
to betray himlſeltfe, 

Thus it is manifeſt, their Pra#ice is according to their 
Principles, towards the People, And they have no lefſe incroache 
upon the Crowne, 

Doe they not afficme, that in Civill Government, Demo- 


cracie, 
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eracie, Ariſiocracie Monarchy,are all lawtfull: and that of Theſe, 
ſeverall people may (at firit) chuſe which they pleaſe, Bur for 
Epiſcopacy, *tis ſtill with them, onely Fure Divino: in which 
they ſcemeto affirme T bemſelves to (ſtand upon a feerer Rocke 
than Kings. In This they erre againſt much light, (T feare) 
Bur, God forgive them. 


—_— 
—— — 
— — —— 


CHAP. V. 


Of the Nature of Indifference z what it is: and in what it hath 
place: whether in Re, or onely in Appearance to oxr Under- 
ttandings. 

Ur that we may no longer be impos'd upon, by This 

B principle of Indifference, give mee leave to diſcoyer my 

thoughts in theſe two particulars. 

Firit, What is Tudifferen, 

Secondly, Where the Power of Indifference is fixt. 

Some call thoſe things Indifferent which are neither for- 
bidden, nor commanded: but here they tell us onely what 'tis 
nt,and Negatives make no Definition. 

Thoſe allo who affirme that to be Indifferent, which may,or 
may notbe done, leave ns as much to ſeeke, as the former, 

-T mult intreat the Reader to remember, that we are now up- 
on Morall beinzs: whereth: Two maine Ingredients, Matter, 
and Forme,can be but Meraphyſically Notionall, and therefore 
it will be hard to give an exaCt Definition: Secing even in Nz- 
tnrals (whole matter o:carrit ſenſibus, 18 ſubjet to ſenſe ) 'tis 
difficult enough, 

Before I aſſay to give the nature of it in a Definition, give 
me leave to preſent you with ſome kinde of Etymology. 

In the word Indifferent, the prepoſition In, is (They fay) 
purely negative, though in other confpounds (as zncipere, in- 
flammare, incitare, influere,&c.) it beareth another ſenſe, which 
they call augmentative. But in the word Indifferent,it mult deny 
a Difference,as mach as nor differens, | 


But under favour of our learned Critickes, I doe not con- - 


ceivethat particle, in This place wholly negative, NorcanT 
thinke Caninius, Martinins, or other good Grammarians 
(when they call this prepofition privative) intend to make it 

D wholly 
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Tome wauld borrow and apply to Aforall, Theological Being 


wholly negative: but to myeye, to my'ſenſe ; in ſiech, and ſuch 
cireumſtances. 

Whena manis ſaid to be Impruden:, 'incantws, cor the like ; 
we may notjudge Him _—_—— prudentia, ſine cautela : 
for 4:jmal Rationale cannot be quite devoid of theſe. And there- 
fore if we take Imprudens (in this propoſition, Hichomo eſt im- 


prudenr)in a pure negative ſenſe, the Predicate is deſtruftive to 


the Srbjef, So that I dare not thinke our Anceſters and lear- 
ned men would give Epithets, or make Compoſitions contrary 
toall reaſon. 

Such Propoſitions are then thus farre Negative, as by way 
of figure, to deny any cantion, any prudence, whereas indeed 
they mult allow both ;- except in ſuch or ſuch a particular, 
ſuch or ſuch a ſenſe. 

Such doubtlefle is the ſenſe of this Prepoſition, in the word 
Indifferent : not purely Nor differens, but in ſuch, or ſuch a re= 
ſpe&, it Differeth not. Though in another reſpe&, it may,and 

oth Differ , even from the very ſame Thing with which yet 
in other reſpets it Differeth nor. 
This Etymology I chuſc the rather,becauſe I ſee the Criticks,. 
in all their,Etymologies,love to give to each part(in the com- 
poſition ) a Poſitive ſtynification. Which I cannot doe heregun- 
leſſe I tranſlate Indifferens, Differing, and yet not differing : a 
ſenſewhich alſo the Greeke word 4N«p023y will fully. beare;For 
(if by other imployments I have not loſt the ſmattering once 
I hadin that Tongue) the phraſe ſeemes beſt applyable toa 
Mediumygthat doth not fally,or wholly,carry it ſelfe off from both 


the Extremes, bnt participates of either. 


. . Such an Budifferent=difference hath clcerly place in all thoſe 


Naturals, which betweene two poſitiveextremes (ſuch as Black. 
and White; Hot and Cold) have a politive Medinm, Participa= 
tionis (becaule it participates of both extremes) and Nega- 
2701s too, becaule it-is neither. This Medinm is properly In- 
different to either. Extreme , from which it D iffereth,and yetit. 
Differeth-not : becaule it is neither of the T wo Extremes,yet par- 
zicipates of Both, Thus Lukewarme,as Warme, Differeth not 
from Hot, yet differeth as Coole ; and therefore is Indifferent. 
This ſenſe of Trdifferent,being thus made good in Natural, 


alu, 
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alſo. So that betweene Good and Bad,they fancy an intermed;« 
ate Entity, neither Good nor Bad, but Indifferent teeither. As 


- once a Moderator in the Schooles, being to determine whether 


Lu:retia did well in ſtabbing her ſelte; ſeeing that Aion 
Good in many reſpe&ts,and Bad in as many more, concluded 
thus,Nec bene fecit,nec male fecit, fed Interfecit, 

Burt I conceive, ſuch Indifference,will not, cannot be found 
in Morals, as it is inNatwrals. The reaſon is, becauſe the two 
extremes are not here(as in many Natzeralt) Both Poſitive Be- 
ings ; ſo that a Medium may really participate of Buth. White 
and Blacke indeed are Buth poſitives,but ſo is not Evillz but on- 
ly the privation of Good, which is the other extreme. 

Moraliſts diſpute how Paſſions are Indifferent , but they are 
put on great ſtraites; and limit it onely to paſſions in ſpecie 
Cindeed only in a Notion)which yet in ſenſi compoſito cannot be 
ſaid to be ever BothGood and Bud, or neither Good nor Bad, but 
being (till Good Naturally, may be morally either Good,or Bad, 
in individuogbat in ſenſu diviſonot Compoſito. 

For theſame individuall a&ion,or paſſion(in man) cannot 
be ſaid both Gord and Bad (take it in ar exercito) in the fame 
reſpefts ; yea,if in any Oemorall reſpe&,it be trzely Bad, it 
cannot at all be ſaid to be properly Good. For an Error or Defet 
in any one Aforall (though but ſo much as a Circumſt.mce ) 
truely denominatcs the whole ation Evill , but onely a perfe& 
and univerſall concatenation of all eſſentials and circumſtan- 
tials too, denominates it Good, Even as in Logicke, any one 
negative propoſition makes the whole Syllogiſme ſuch ; when 
to an Affirm'd Syllogiline,every part mu't be afftirnr'd. So *tis 
in Morals too. And henceperhaps the old Stoickes affirar'd, 
Omnia peccata to be paria, all ſinnes to be equall. Which is one 
of Twllies Paradoxes: becauſe, faith he, One Steppe beffde the 
Line, may as truely be (aid to be a T ranſgreſſion, as a thouſand, 
or running a thouſand miles from it. It is well obſerved by 
Aquinas, thatas a Body is not perteQaly ſet in iv bene eſſe na- 
turali, in its Naturall well-being, by a bare forme without Ace 
cidents ; ſoneither an A x bene eſſe morali,in its Morall well- 


being, by onely objeft and end, rightly fixed: except alſo 


every Moral circumſtance,of time,place, &c. rightly concurre. 


hey who will have our Vertze: equally diſtare ab extremes, 
bi , ; 


A Diſcourſe opening E 


diſtant from the extremes, are much inore in the right,t han 
they who will have an Indifferent thing —_— of Morals) 
to partake of Both extremes. Indeed Fertne fiying from one ex- 
treame, When it is rancountred with an equall Evil}, is arreſt 


 inmedio; as Iron when accoaſted by two Loadſtones of equall 


vertue on either (ide, notdaring to embrace eitber, hovereth 
in medio, berweene Both. Or as the Magneticall needle about 


the Azores, keepeth it ſelfe direQtly parallell to rhe Axis of 


the world; and admitteth no variation : becauſe in medio,be- 
rweene the two great Continents (of Europe and America) to 
which ſome great*Philoſophers aſcribe the Magneticall ver- 
tne, with betrer reaſon perhaps than others did,betore,to the 
Northerne Pole, or: Northerne Climates. 

From all theſe premiſes, we will now affay to draw ſome 
concluſions, that may helpe us in judging what may be Indif- 
jerent, 


Firlt, ir maltbe in it ſelfe Good, wholly good. For, if it have 


but one dram of Evill, it is wholly Bad (as was proved be- 


fore ) and ſo not. Indifferent. We have tound the Genus of it ; it 
is Gvod, Lawfull, 


In thefecond place, to make our approach a little neerer 


(if wecan)andto deſcend more | 9r—p—os into the Diffe-" 


ring Nature of it; We malt confeſſe it lies mainly in the ſeem- 
ing equality of Vſe. So that it may be thus deſcribed : A thing 
Lawfalland Good, which (as we thinke ) may be Vſedor nn : 
ma) or may not be done. 

But here we mult take heed we loſe not our ſelves in Termes : 
For it they meane that ſomethings at one time may be done, 
and at another may not; I yeeld this True : For perhaps this 


yearc I may not marry.,and yet next yeareI may, and in ſome 


circumſtances mult, elſe I {inne. But in this Hypothelis Mar- 
riage is not generally Indifferent, becauſe not generally Law- 
fell ; but at ſome time lawtull,ac ſome time nor. 

It they meane the ſame Thing, (theſame AR) at oneand 
theſame time by the lame perſon, muy, or may not be done .1d 
placitum,at pleatare,without offence ; I muſt crave leave ro dil- 
ſent,til}I fee more,than now I ſee. 

For I conceive two dire contraries, (as to marry ,and not 


- marry) atthe ſame time, to the ſame perſon, cannot beſo e- 
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qually circumſtantiated, that one of them, at leaſt in one cir- 
cumltance (which is enough) ſhall not be better than the 0- 
ther. And if one be Beſt, I conceive it paſt ſcrupte, thatT may 
not reje& that Beſt, and chuſe the Worſt. 

Now, it I miltake not, I am neerethe Apex of this queſtion, 
which yet (Pernzſſws-like ) hath a double Vertex, a twofold 


roOPPe. 

Fe one is,whether in two contraries (as Doing, not doing ) 
one mult not needs be Better than the other. 

The ſecond is, whether in this caſe I am not tyed to take, 
and doe the Beſt, but am equally Indifferent to Both, 

I will begin with this [alt firit. In this I know I have many 
oppolites, who {tiffely mainetaine, that Optimum non eſt ſemper 
fciendum, the belt thing is not alwaies ro be done : amonglt 
theſe is that good man lately deceaſed,(to the Charches great 
loffe ) Reverend Malter Bal, in his Friendly Tryall of Sepa= 
rat10n. 

I thinke it is a ſubtle diſpute, worth the diſcuſſing ;- for if 
they meane thus, That which is Beſt, is not at all times Law- 
fell to be done whileit is beit, This ſenſe cannor bee true : 
for here the Predicate is deſtruftive to the ſubjett, For, that 
which is »nlawfrll is not good, much leſle Beſt,at the time when 
wlawfull, | 

Or, it they meane, that the Beſt (+: Re, in Truth) z nct al- 
waies Poſſibleto be done ; they lay True, buttell me no new 
thing. Forall men wil! yeeld This; and in This cate I muſt 
con!ider,what is belt pollible to me ; becauſe { cannot doethe 
Beit in Re, 

[ ſappoſe then they meane that which is Beſt and poilible to 
me, is not (till zeceſſary to be done, even while it 1s beſt; bur 
though I my dre it, yet T may alſo leave it #ndoxe, and doe 
that which is 'eſſe good. 

Here alſo they may decei © us with Termes. For they may 
meane either Beſt in Truth, or Beſt to appearance, And when 
theſe two cannot be reconciled by all my ſearch, I nult coni- 
der that which ſcemes (though perhaps zs not) the Beſt. - 

Welhall now ſoone joyn: iſſue. And the caſeis, whether, 


when I mult of neceſlity either doe, or notdee, or when I muit 
doecither This or That ; I be not bound to doe what i Beſt, 
D 3 or 
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(or at lea{ton exadtelt (earch, ſeemes Belt) if it be poſſible to be 
Done by me, 

If they take the Negative part (ofthis queſtion ſo ſtated ) I 
hope yet they will give me leave to-hold the affirmative, and 
yet without offence, til] my judgement may be betrer in- 
form'd. 

My grounds briefely are theſe, Firlt, it is Lawf#l! to doe 
This Beſt ; elſe itis not Good, much lefſe Beſt, as was ſaid 
before. Againe, it is Expedient to doe this Beſt: orelle ſome 
thing (atleaſt ſome one Circumltance of Expedience) is in the 
other good, which is not in this, and ſo T hx is not Beſt, but 
That, atthis time; thongh at another time, perhaps, T his 
ms Beſt, it is not Beſt now, becauſe not belt expedient 
and moſt convenient, 

So that at this time, T bz cannot bee Better than That, 
except This be not onely in it ſelfe expedzent, but alſo more ex- 
pedient than T hat is atthis preſent : for one graine of more 
expedience makes that to be Bei?, which elſe would be Worſt , 
And onecircumſtance may fo alter thecaſe, that now That 
ay be worſt, whichelſewould have beene Beſt, as was ſaid be- 

ore. 

I demand now, how I can be determined to That which is 
leſſe expedient ? though ſuppoſed equally Lewfull, by Right Rea- 


ſon? All Philoſophers yeeid, (and ic needeth no diſpute)that 


the Underſtanding reftified (till diftates ro the 1/3ll, Optimum 


faciendum, the beſt thing is to-he done. And how is itpoſlible 


I ſhould doe welljifI tollow not the Diate of Right Reaſon? 
V ideo meliora, proboque; deteriora ſequor, 

See now to what a [trait I am brought ,* If I follow the 
Di&ate of Right Reaſon, I muſt (ti]1 doe what is DiRated, as 
now Beſt. And Right Reaſon mait (till (where ſome Aion 
is "aun; dictate T hat to be done, which z« (atleaſt, ſeemes) 
Belt, 

For.,if Right Reaſon ſhould ever(thoigh but once )diftate, 
that This which is Beſt, is not pow — done, but ſfome- 
what Worſe, It may much be ſuſpeRed Right Reaſon may ne- 
ver diate the Beſt to be done. 

For, by this Caſe (of one ſuch Difate) it would appeare, 
that when ever Keaſax doth happen to diftate Right, it is 

but 
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but by «hance, or ſome fancy of its owne; not by any certaine 
conſtant Rule, taken fromthe Natzre of Things, rightly ita« 
ted in ſuchand ſuch circumitances;Forif fo, it mulbttill judge 
eodem moto, after the ſame manner , of That which-is 1o cir- 
cumltantiated. And, if it once vary from this Rule, it will 
ſeeme to have no Rule,but ics owne fancy. And in this Cale, 
we ſhall be under Reaſon, as under a molt corrzpt Fudge, that 
will follow no conſtant Rule (founded on the Nature of 
Things) but onely his owne humor ; which will give very 
Different judgements on the very ſame,or like Caſes,in all cir- 
cumſtances, 

Iſce buttwo Things can helpethem out of This ftraite, 
Eicher, that (though Right Reaſon cannot but diftate 
that the Belt in all circumſtances, mult {till bee done; yet } 
wee are not bound to follow Right Reaſons Diftates, when 
we- ſcethem: Orelſe, we be not bound to «ke Right Rea- 
ſon,what it will diftate; but- may doe Chand over head, as 
-—x4 ſpeake } without any DiGtate of Reaſon, Right or 

rong. 

—_y Both Theſe ſeeme to mee very ſtrange Dodtrine.For, 

Firlt, If I may but once goe againſt the Diftate of Right 
Reaſon, and yet not ſinne , I may goe ten thouſand times, yea 
Ezer againſt it ; and ſo all my a&s may be 1rrationall, and yer 
not finfull : a ſtrange Tenet:and ſure a Caſe never to be found 
but in a diſtra&ed man; who ſinnes not, though all his A&s 
be againit Reaſon, becauſe His Reaſon is not able to dire& 
him;or at lealt He not able to follow Reaſon ; and in this caſe 
God requires it not. 

And the Caſe is even theſame ; when I Aft without asking 
Reaſons Dictate, as if I ated againft Reaſons Difate. For 
till I feeT aft with, for oughtI know, aft ag4inſt Right Rea- 
ſon ; and foI ftinne. 

Not yet, that I thinke a man bound before Every { though 
the moſt common) Aon, to ſtay diſputing tor ſome houres 
orgayes, till Reaſon hath given its finall Difate. For, this 
weretoturne all praiſe into bare and nice Speculation. There 
are many Things by common ulc,and by themſelves,ſo cleare 
that at firſt view Reaſon preſently determines. Yet it there rife 


but the leaſt ſcraple at the firit glimps ; Then, man 1s bound 
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rodiſcuſſeit, till Reaſon reftifi'd diftate the Aion Lawtull, 


and Beſt to be done: And till This Di&ate, the A& muſt 
be ſuſpended. For I ftill thought that a dangerous Maxime 
in State policy ; firit, to Doe matters, (not like to ſound well) 
and then to diſpute Them : and it ſounds worle in Matters of 


Religion, 
I bavedone with the firſt Great Queſtion,whether Optimum 
ſit ſemper faciendum, 


Icome to the Next, whether amonglt divers Things (to 
bedone ) There be till One Optimum, one Beſt: I nut meane 
whether there be any Optinum, for more than One there can- 
not be atone time. 

We may briefly State the Queſtion Thus. Whether at any 
one time Two,or more Things, (i\uppoleto Marry, and not 
to Marry) can poſſibly be ſo Eqnaly Good to mie, that One of 
them is not Petter than the Other. 

I thinke not. For, I diſpuce thus : T muſt bee determi- 
ned to one of theſe Two,(lavingno medium) T mult Marry,or 
not Marry. Now I aske what {hall determine mee to either? 
Right Reaſon (they mult anſwer) or my owne Fancy, Will, 
or other T hing. 

I reoyne; it Right Reaſon determine me, cither it doth 
ſo on no good ground ; (and then Idoea groundlefſe unrea- 
ſ{onable A&t,in tollowing Reaſon)or on ſome Ground,whole 
foundation is in Re, in the Thing it ſelte. For, if wee once 
grant Reaſon any Rule, or Ground, but that Certaine, Con- 
ſtant Truth, which is fixt in the Natrre of T hings ; wee ſhall 
make it,of a!l Judges, moſt uncertaine, molt corrupt. If once 
I ſee my Reaſon judge point blancke againſt Reall Truth, I hall 
ſuſpe& it ſtil]. 

+ Well then, it nuſt bee granted, Right Reaſon hath de- 
termined mee (not to Marry) on ſome good Ground, taken 
from the Nature of Marriage; (not in Generall, for this 
would deccive me, but particularly conſidered with all cir- 
cumſtances pro hic & runc,in this particalar, and at this time) 
ſo that it maſt alſo bee granted, There was one or more cir- 
cumſtances, which made Marriage more unfit than non Mar- 
riage (elſe Reaſon hath made, not found a Ground in Re, 
which it muſt never doe ; )Ergo, of Marriage,and Non-Mar- 


riage, 
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flage, One till is Beſt 2 Re;(at leaſt to Reaſons eye elſe Rea» 
ondoth unreaſonably determine mee not to Marry, or to 
Marry, 

And.it Right Reaſon have not, or cannot determine me : 
to which ſide ſoever I incline,and relt,I fin ; becauſe Ia& Ur. 
reaſonably: being determined by humour,tancy,paſſion,a wil- 
full Will,and not Right Reaſon, The Candle of God,which 
He hath lighted in man,lelt man groaping in the darke ſhould 
{tumble,and fall. 

I may now ſteppe a little higher; and affirme, that of Two 
Contraries, or any Two Extreames, Both are fo farre from 
being Equally Good,that pro hoc ſtats, in theſe Circumltances, 
Both cannot be good at s po lawfull, 

For, it of theſe Two,One mult be Beſt,and but One; and 
this One now necelſary to be done ( becauſe Beſt) as was pro- 
ved before; It will follow that the other extreame is now, in 
theſe circumitances, not Good at all to me ; becauſe unlaw- 
full ro bedone, while now there is a better in view ; though 
elſe in it ſelte, with other circumſtances, it would have beene 
Lawtull,Good,and Belt. 

It Right Reaſon determine it be betternot to Marry, at 
this time;and I be (till bound to do what Right Reaſon ſha!l 
diate Belt (as was prov'd before :) Now, in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, Marriage is unlawtull to me, and ſo not Good at all, at 
this time, bzcauie leJe Good thin Non-Marriage. So A-hi- 
zophe/s Counſell was Bad, being not good for that time, be- 
cauſe nor Belt, 

For as Moralilts ſay, if it be poſſible Man could be neceſſi- 
tated to chuſe One of Two Evills ; in that caſe the Leſſe ezil! 
would be Good : So, when I am neceſſitated to chule oze out 
of two ” voſed ) Goods, the lefſe Good would be Evill, and 
unlawtull tome, who am (till bound (for ought I can yes 
ſee) to doe Optimum pro hoc ſtatx, the belt for this Condition. 

he Concluſion T ay me at,through all theſe Premiſſes, is this. 
There is no. One thing,,no One AR;in all the World, ThatI 
may doe,or not doe,ad placititm,at my pleaſure,all Circumſtanccs 

conlidered, 
For,this A (fo propounded) either is Belt for that time, 
and ſo mult needes be done : or not Beſt, apd fo mult not be 
: E | done 4 
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A Diſcourſe opening 
done ; becaule in theſe Circumſtances,at this Time, it is Un- 
lawfall ; as not being Good while a Better is in eye © as hath [ 
hope fully beene proved. 

From This, reſults our finall Determination concernin 
Indifference (which is our Subjef in hand : ) No Thing, No 
Adis Indijferent in Se, in Re, init felte, in the thing ; but ei- 
ther neceſſar) to bz done;(if Beſt)or zwwlarfull to bedone,if Bad, 
or leſſe Good, pro boc ſtatz. 

W hat ſhall weſay then? hath the World talked ſo nuich of 
Indifference, and the power in Indifference, And yet no Indiffe- 
rence,at all, be in the World # 

Give me leave here treely to propound my owne thoughts, 
without offence; being (ill more delirous to learne, than to 
DiCate. 

I conceive that all the Indifference (in the world) lies in our 
Underlitandings, and the Darkeneſſe thereof, (which makes 
them wavering ſometimes, and doubrtull whether to doe or 

not,{othat in them feemes ſome Indifference to either extreme) 
but there is none in the things themſelves, or Adtions ; 
which are (till eicher znlaryfxll, or neceſſary ( if Lawfull, at 
this time jn theſe Circumſtances; ) never Indifferent in Them- 
ſelves. 

As thenit is in the point of Contingence, every thing is either 
True or Falfe,Certainely to Bz, or not to Be,and in one of theſe 
{till Neceſſary in Re, and never Contingent, yet to Me,(who can- 
not ſeethe whole Ch1zne of Caſes) ſome things ſeeme Contin= 
gent,that are neceſſary. So for Indifference, All Things, A!l Ads, 
are i» Re, either Neceſſary to be done,or Unlawful! , but to my 
blind judgment,(while I cannot diſcerne whether I may At, 
or may not) ſome things Seeme, but are not Indifferent ; and fo 
we thinke (but erroncoully) that theſe may be done, or not, 
as we pleaſe, | 

For example-ſake, ſuppoſe an nnskilfull Phyſitian have 
two Simples by him, one of which is poyſon, and the other a 
pretious Cordiall ; will any man living fay, Theſe are Þhzdif- 
ferent for a ficke mans Cure ; fo as he may uſethem, or not,ad 
Placitmmwithout perill? And yet now ſuppoie the Phytiitian 
ignorant of both their Natures : they may be ſaid to be Indif- 
ferert (though ngt.in themlelyes j yer to Him, who not know- 
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ing either, is Indifferent to Both, and thinkes hee may apply 
which he will, without offence , yetif he apply the one he 
erres,becaule 'tis poyſon, 

Soitisin all the Things,or As we thinke Indifferent. In 
themſelves they are poyſons,or cordialls, very Good, (and fo 
neceſſary) or very Bad,and ſo unlawtull. But while our judge- 
ments are clouded, ſo that we ſee not the Nature of theſe Ob- 
jets,or Aﬀts: weare Indifferent (becauſe wavering )between 
Them, but T hey arenot fo ix ſe; or Really tous. 

I may conclude then, Nothing is Indifferent in Re, in Se , 
but to onr Underſtanding ſome things ſeeme ſo, for want of 
Good light, ; 


en ee os 


CHAP. VI. 


IV here the Power of Indifferent T hings ſceme to be fixed : whether 
in the Charch, or not : or if in the Church, How farre, Of the 
Churches Deciding Comm mding Power, Of Doubts, and how 
we muſt deport our ſelves under Doubts. 


Have now done with the Nature of Indifference, in which 

I have beene the more large, b:cauſe I found it moreabſtruſe 
than it ſeemed at firlt view, I come now ſhortly to examine 
IWhat power may determine in Indifference, and where this Power 
zs fixed. 

To All, I may anſwer brieily thus, By Divine Right, T his 
Porver 1s,and is not,in the Church. The Church hath, and hath 
not,powerin 1ndifferent things. 

Firlt, the Church hath no power to make any one thing I- 
different in it ſelte : (that is,to make it,at one, and the ſame 
time,/awtull to be done,or left undone, poſetis omnibus circunt- 
ſtantizs, all circumlitances being laid together.) For all Things 
and Ads, are in themſelves neceſſarily Good or Bad,and can- 
not be Indifferent z Re, as hath beene proved at large. 

i! Againe, wee cannot ſay the Church hath power to deter- 
mine what is indifferent. If at leaſt All Indifference comes only 
from the Darkzeſſe of our Underſtanding ( as before; ) It then 
lies not in the power of all ny men living, to —_— 
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4 Diſcourſe opening 


what ſeemes indifferent to one mans Underitanding, fince Hee 
may perhaps not ſee, what they all ſee; & e contrario, 

Weare now reduced into a narrow compaſle, having one- 
ly left to be conlidered, thoſe Things which generally ſeeme in- 
different (For there is no mndifference in Re, bur onely in appea- 
rance unto us z ) becauſeneither Scripture without, or light 
within, hath fully cleared, whether ſuch things fhould bee 
done,or not : or if done, whether in ſuch, or ſacha time, 
place, &c, And inſuch Caſes onely Things ſeeme indiffe- 
rent. 

Now in theſe ſeeming indifferent; (which ſure are not ſo ma- 
ny as ſome pretend) the Chzcþ hath,and yet hath not, power 
to determine. 

All (though but Secming) indifference, is 2s it were in medio, 
betweene two Extremes, as was faid before. Now,when Neither 
of thele extremes is neceſſary, There, (ſpecially where Buth ex- 
tremes are doubtfull) I conceive theChurch hath not power 
to determine to Either Extreme. 

As ſuppole Blacke and White colours ſhould bee Dorebrfull, 
whether both, or either, or neither,were Lamfll: In this caſe 
{for ought Iyct ſee) the Chnrch hath no power to determine 
(any one fo doubting) toeither B/acke or White. The Reaſon 
is,becauſe Neither of theſe extremes are neceſſary, therebeing 
{o many intermediate colours betweene Both, 

Bat when One of the extremes (betweene which we waver 
as indifferent) is neceſſary to be imbraced;{(as in molt caſes it is;) 
Here all the Power Lawfull, I conceive, can doe no more but 
reſolve which of the Two extremes is Beſt ; whether it be ſa- 
telt to Doe,or not to Doe( whereof one is neceſſary 5) to do 
{o,or ſoit I mult doe. * 

This Pawer (whereever it bee ) mnlt bee very warily ex- 
ercilcd : fince of Al T woextremes,onely One (as was proved) 
can be Lawfll: fo that one is wholiome, but the other poy= 
{on, 

In theſe alſo the Church hath, and hat wot power. If you 
pleaſc, Thus ; Ir hath a power Fzdicatize, (or it you will 7u- 
ridicall ) but not Legiſlative, Ic may, and muſt determine; (for 
ought I know, beyond all externail appeale ) yetagaine it 
wu.t not determine, }/þat,and How it Will, becauſe it will, No, 
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Italſo hath its bounds,a R ule co goe by,aconltant Law (and 
that nonfattam, ſed natam, not which the Church maher, but 
which it finds,) Right Reapon. 

So that the Church is like the Zudges on the Bench in W-ſt- 
minſter Hall (that have a Jrdicative,or Declarative power, bc- 
ingentrulted with the explication, application,and execution 
of the Laws :) but not as the King and Parliament, who have 
a Legiſlative power : and ſo not onely to declare what is Law, 
but to make new Lawes, And yet even This High Court hath 
one Rule, or Law to goe by, (andthis is alſo the Law of the 
Church,even Right Reaſon.)And it they or the Church,ſhould 
errefrom this Rule, (which God torbid)we mait obey indeed, 
but P.ztiendo, 1 will, I maſt give Paſſive obedience to Lawfull 
Authority ; even there where I dare not, I cannor,I may nor, 
give obedience Actize. 

By the Church here I meane, not onely One, or Two, ora 
Few, of what Ranke lvever ; but All,cven every true Member 
of the whole Church. For I conceive every ſuch Member hath 
de jure a Votein This Determination: 

But what if after the Determination, I yet diflent from the 
judgement of the greater part of the Church, which in all 
doubtfull cauſes, ſeems juſtly to challenge ( even by the Jaw 
ot Ro a decilive power ; What ſhall I doe in this Caſe? 
(ball I make a Rent,Schiſme,Faftion chat may fre Church or 
State ? 

God forbid; no,I mu't Read, pray,ditcourſe, and conferre, 
with a!l humility ſubmitting my ſelte to the Reaſon of any 
man that will teach me ; much more to the Judgements of 
many together, eminent for learning and piety. And yet if 
after all this, I cannot be (atisfyed in my Doubts(which mut 
be Real, an | not pretended {cruples of a tatious ſpirit) In 
this caſe, which ſure will be very Rare (where Right Rea- 
ſon is made (apreme Judge) I mult {u{pend cill my judgement 
be cleared, lc't that which to another is Lawfu!l, become lin 
tome: Who cannot Att in Faith, whileI aG againtt or with 
Doubts,or Scruples. 

However in the meanetime, I muſt quictly deport my feltc 
without faftion,tubulent commotion, or uncharitable cen- 
{ure of thoſe who diſſent from mee, both in Judgement and 
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A Diſcourſe opeing 


Prafice,; well knowing that the ſame thing may be Lawtull 
and necefſary to one that ſees it ſo ; which yet to me is unlaw- 
full,while I ſo doubr. 

In this Caſe, I conceive no Power on Earth ought to force 
my Pratice more than my Fndgment.For I conceive the Chur- 
ches utmoſt compulſive powec (which muitalſo very warily, 
and but rarely be uſed) is but Expuliton, or Excommmwnication ;; 
which yer Ituppoſe may ſcarce ever be exerciſed on one that 
ſo donbteth : much leſle Fine, Impriſoument, loſſe of member, or 
hfe: Except his dill.nt in praftice hath neceſſarily with it a 
d:{truftive influence into the State alſo, and Body Pulitique. 
Which caſcI thinke hardly ever poſlible,in thoſe Things which 
can be objeRs of Rationall Doubts : which are onely ſuch as 
the Scripture hath not determincd, And in all things not de- 
termined by Scripture, (which ſtare mult needes be of lefſe con- 
ſequence) Onethat Doubts with reaſon and humility, (may 
not for ought I yet ſee) be forced by Violence. 

Give melcave by ſome Inſtances to' cleare my meaning, in 
all the premiſes concerning the power in Indifferent Things. 

Time, Place,and Deportment of our ſelves in the Congre- 
gation, are the maine, it not ſolethings, which bearethis ac- 
ceptation of Indifferent:The Scripture not having laid downe 
expreſſe Rules for all particular caſes of T his Nature. So that 
we ſceme left Indifferent to the uſe of This or That Place, this 
or that Time, this or that Gelture,&c. 

In theſe Things (not determined by Scripture there muſt 
be ſome determination,becauſe one uf the extremes is neceſſa- 
ry,( Ne mult uſe ſome Place,ſome Time, ſome Gelture) elle all 
limitation here were needleJe, it not uniawtull, as was ſaid 
before. 

The Church then Doubtlefſe hath power to reſolve here, 
What Time,what Place, what Deportnient,&c,and what they 


| doe herein (though it ſhould proveto be Evill ) They doe by 
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power which Go d hath entrulted them with. 

And yet againe, the Church here muſt not command what 
ſhe will, becauſe ſhe Will ; but mult goe by her Rule, which 
is Ripht Reaſon : if ſhe {warve from this, ſhe erres. And Hee 
that ſceth Her error, or Doubteth, ſinnes alſo, if C while he 
{o doubteth ) he yeeld her more than Paſſive Obedience : and 
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if ſhe force one ſo Doubting, I thinke ſhe {inneth more. 

Now I need nut rippe up the fouleneſſe of our Biſhops mil- 
carriage in their practice abour Indifferent Things, which 
yet hath fully ſuited wich their principles, as was touched 
before, 

For though I] ſhould grant (which I never ſhall ) that one- 
ly they, and their Creatures, were the whole Church : Yet 
would they be fo farre trom a power of making things Tn4if- 

ferent, (which yet ſome ſeeme to challenge, or at leaſt to exer- 
ciſe )that indeed they have no power to determine what is 
Indifferent : ſince it may be very ealic for ſome men to thinke 
that indifferent, which to others {cemes clearely cither wnlan- 
fieil or neceſſary. 

Againe,in things ſeeming (generally )Indifferent, they have 
no power peremptorily ro determine to one Extreme, when 
there is a medixm betweene both extremes, and {© neither is 
Neceſſary. 

In things ſeeming Indifferent, where one extreme is necc(- 
ſary, They cannot determine pro arbitrio, as they pleaſe, (but 
by a conſtant Rule of Reaſon ) much leiſe by a Tyrannicall 
club Law force ys to doe (though we rationally,and modeſt- 
ly doubt whether it be lJawtull) what they firlt 174ke, rather 
than find Indifferent,and then (by their wonted maximes in 
pndeforem Things)make Neceſſary,on paine of Impriſonment, 
loffe of Eres, yea lite it ſelte. 

Which yet might be more tolerable, if they onely tooke a 
Di&ator=!ike power, to dire& our judgements, in things that 
ſceme moſt abitruſe, or doubttull ( in which yet they make 
themſelves Gods ; for none but God can fully cleare, much 
lefſe force my judgement ; )But they ſcruple not,point blanke 
to contradif our Reaſon,and force our conſciences,in things 
extremely manifett ; as in Bowings, and many other things, 
which one as blind as he that ſo much commended Rhombus, 
may ſee to be unlawfirll. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Of the Conſequents to a Biſpops Office. Flis Relations Uprvard and 
Dependances.Of his Vote in Parliament. Relations Downward: 
How repugnant to State-Policie. 


VV E have ſeene the Antecedents, Contomitants, or Ingredi- 
. ents,to our Bithops Office. Let us a little view ſome of 
the Conſequents,that reſult trom his Offce. 

Weſball conlider but Two,or rather One with Two Heads, 
(like himſclfe) at lealt looking two way :s; His Relations both 
upward and downward. 

Firſt, Upward. Neſcio quo fato, T know not by what de- 
ſtiny , Our Bilkops have itill depended on anothers Becke. 
In the time of Popery, they were wholly moulded to the 
Popes Will ; which oft produced fuch wiltull and ttubborne 
deportment(both towards their Soveraigneand equals) that 
wiſe men of thoſe times beganne to perceive how inſuffera- 
ble ſuch forraine dependance would Kill bee in any free 
State, . 

Wincheſter was not the firſt, though One, that in Edward 
the firſt bis T ime, profeſſed ſuch univerſall Obedience to his 
Creator the Pope, that he quickely learned to refuſe (that I 
may not ſay, diſdaine ) to call the King his Lord. And his 
Treafons againſt the Kings Perſon, made all men ſee how ea- 
fie it was,and ſtill would be, to reduce ſuch Principles into 
PraCtice, 

Edward the third fermoned a Parliament to enable himſclfe 
for the warres he deiigned: But the Arch biſhop Stratford ( tea- 
ring it might injure the Popes Title, it hemight not be per- 
mitted there to ere bz Croſſe) refuſed to come, detained his 
m_ and prided himſelte in hindering his Soveraignes de- 

Ignc. 

Een handled the ſecond Richard with the ſame pride 
and Inſolence , Levying Souldiers at the charge of the Kings 
Subje&s to fight the Popes Battles. 

We have not forgot Becket, and divers other of his temper, 
but reſerve them to another place, 
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Under the Reformation; if they have indeed caſt off the 
Pope, (which may be doubted in molt , but is paſt doubt in 
ſome) yet they have ever beene at their command, by whoſe 
favour they tand, though (with that unhappy bird) they de- 
figne the Death of T hoſe that give them Lite. 

This dependance appeares in a threetold Gradation, 

1. The Calling (of the Biſhops now indiipute) being on- 
ly Fure Humano, they mult therefore comply, not onely to fix 
ther Perſons, but their Callings. 

2, When they are inveſted in their Sees the ſmile or frown 
cf che Court,addeth or detraftcth much from their (ſplendor, 
comfort, and emolument, 

3. Their further advancement, cither -to a better Biſhop- 
— or Archbilhoprieke, wholly depends on the Princes 
Will. 

Naturaliits obſerve, there is not ſo much appearance of 
change in many degrees of Entitie, acquired by a ſecond mo= 
tion; as in onedegree, at the firlt ttep from Nox Ez, to Entitie. 
Buc Moralilits tind that one little ſtep of new preterment makes 
more impreſſion upon low fpirits, than their firſt Creation 
out of Nothing. Both are well reconciled in our Biſhops Ri- 
ſing. For what can fo ſudden uncxpeted advancement (from 
Nothing to ſuch an Height of Being) ſeeme but a new Crea- 

tion ? to that hence ſuch a dependance mult needs reſult, as is 
that Relation which Nature fixeth in the Creature to his 
Creator. 

Courteſics and Hopes are the moſt oylyBriber,and Bribes blind 
the eyes of the molt wife, With what nature ſoever Obliga- 
tions meet, they have an irreliftible force, If they deſcend fo 
low as min of bale ſpirits, They thece get a ſpecies of Profitable, 
and ſo become like Lime-twigs to Little Birds. It was doubt- 
lefſe mott feelingly ſpoken by the Slave in Plautws, Eſeulenta 
Vincula ſit firmiſſimsto which the Engliſh Proverb anſwers, 
T hey that are tyed by the teeth,are tyed moſt ſtrongly. 

If they meete with men of high rais'd,Generous, Noble 
thoughts; they yet worke much more, (though out of amore 
ingenuous Principle) whilea true Noble ſpirit cannot breath 
under the leaft ſhadow of Ingratitude: having firſt learnedthat 
old Proverb, Ingratum ſt dixeris,e[ngratitudeis the higheit 
imputation. F OW 
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Hew hardly then a Biſhops Conſcience, Judgement, Rea- 


fon, or Will, can be his owne; under not onely ſo many Ob/i- 


gations, (for the greateſt engagement pt ) but Hopes alſo tor 
new favours ro come, (either in higher advancement, or at 
leaſt in continuance of His ſmiles , whole firſt trownes may 
quickly redace Them to their firlt principles of Nothing) I 
leave it to wile men to judge, 

To whom alto I humbly propound, (as worthy mature 
Conſideration) how fit theſe Spirituall Lords may bee to ſir 
as Law-makers in That Higheit Court, by whoſe tundamen- 
tall Orders(as alſo by the Law of nature) None ought to have 
Vote, but Free men. 

And how can they poſſ;bly be deemed Free , that wholly 
depend on anothers Theught, (for I neede not fay, Beck, 
Smile, or Frowne ) not onely for their firit Creation,but con- 
tinuall Preſervation in This State, and power of giving Vote 
in that Court ? 

Burt They ſay, This may be alſo objeted againſt other 
Lords, Created by his Majelties favour; Eſpecially Officers of 
Court, which yetare not Excluded from Votes in Parli- 
ament. 

T anſwer firſt, In:ommodum nm folvit argumentum, the al- 
leadging of an inconvenience, is not the antwering of an ar- 
gument. 

Againe, If the Caſe were alike in all Theſe (which I yeeld 
not) Becauſe we are under One (perhaps invincible) Difhcu!- 
ty, malt we needs runne and plunge our ſelves into another ? 
Or being once in, may we nor get out if wecan ? 

But thirdly, there is a Valt Difference betweene Thoſe 
who cannot bur iti]! be atfefted with Noble, generous, and 
moſt vertuvus deportment; (being {till to live in their Names, 
Honours, poſterity) and Thoſe, who in Their height, are 
but as Meteors, that muit quickly blaze ont, vanifh, fall, and 
be no more. Betweene Thoſe whoſe Birth and Breeding 
harthfilled their veines with Heroick noble blood; and Thoſe 
that are ſomuch diſadvantaged both by their Birth and Bree- 
dig: though Their Birthis nothing ſo ignoble as their Edw- 


_ Compared with that Breeding a true S:atesz-man ſhould 
ve. oy 


For, 
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For, will any wiſe man living thinke them fit to give 
Countſell in Princes Cloſets: to make Lawes in Parliament, 
and lit Judges inthe Highelt Tribunals of Civill Juſtice; that 
all their life time, (before the Conge d' eſlire diverted their 
thoughts were wholly taken up in turning (rather than rea- 
ding) Aquins and Scotus, with tome other ſchoole Triflers, 
betore they came to ſome Church Benehce ; where ever lince 
they have ſpent all their time (that might be ſpared-from Ty- 
thing) in Liturgies, or Canons; Except ſome new ſcruple 
with ſome of their Neighbours, have ca!d them to peruſe 
ſome Author de Decimis } 

If you view their Civill Converſe, they have praftiſed lit- 
tle, but to wrangle downe a Sophilter, or codeludea Profor, 
in the Vnivzerſity; to ſay Grace to a Gentle-man, or acquaint 
themſelves with a Reading-Pme, in the Countrey. In Cafes of 
Conlcience, they have (tudied little, but how, with molt com- 

pendium, to digelt the Oath of Dire&and Indire&t, in point 
of Simmy, and to ſwallow the Vow of thrice Nolo Epiſcopari, 
I will not be made a Biſhop, when God and their owne Con- 
ſciences well know , many of them are not ſo ſolicitous for 
Heaven, as for a Biſhoprick, And are Theſe men fir,not onely 
to rule the whole Church, to Ordaine , Cenſure , Suſpend, 
Deprive, Excommunicate, ad placitum ; to governe our Con- 
ſciences, by Articles, Canons, Oathes, (and what elſe a Law- 
leiſe Cmmoocation may invent;) but alſo to dire& and adviſe (I 
might ſay more) in the Privie ſun&o's; to lit at the Helme, to 
diate Lawes; & tantrm nm, even almoit, to ſway the Scep- 
ter; which if they forbeare to touch, it is but as Merarry 
once ſpared Fupiters thunder-bolts, which he darit not ſteale, 
leſt they ſhould roare too loud, or at lealt burne his fingers. 

In the lait place my Anfiver {ball be thus. T hough the 
Birth, Blood, Thoughts, Breeding, and all, of a Biſhop were 
aS noble as any One, or all the Peeres, (which none dare ſay) 
Yet are not, cannot, Biſhops be poſhbly fo free, (and ſo, nor 
ſo fit, to fixand Vote in Parliament) as other Lords , and 
members of that Great Body, 

For firſt,/They that have large Eſtates by Inheritance, and 
to continue their Names and Families to the fame Inheri- 
tance, arein all reaſon probable _ more impartial] tree- 
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dome to provide forthe Good of the Common-wealth in ge- 
nerall; than thoſe that having little or no Eſtate of their 
owne (at leaſt, to leave to poſterity) are riot like much to 
looke after the Weale-publike, or Good of poſterity; but ra- 
ther will ſeeke to humour the preſent times,(being truly Fi; 
#nimsHore, Men of a ſhort continuance ) eſpecially to infinu- 
atethemſelves into more and more favour with their Crea- 
tor, and Preſerver, on whoſe ſmile wholly depends more than 
their Bene Eſſe, their welfare. 

My Judgement in This is nach confirmed by the obſerva- 
tion of atruly Noble Gentleman, and moſt-highly-well-de- 
ſerving States-man, (R. Ea. ot E.) who ſaid, hc bad now ſerved 
thirty yeeres in Parliament, and in all that time never knew but 
T wo or-Three Biſhops m_ for the Common-wealth. 

Againe, though all 
out from the Roote of Royalty, (Honours being in all Good 
States, Appendices to Majelty, and wholly diſpoſed by the 
Royall hand) Yet Eſtates and Revennes did not; which are 
the Partiments and Supporters of Noble Honours, And 
Theſe alſc in Biſhops, depend on the Princes Will. 

Yea, our Honours and Baronijes , though firſt they were 
granted by the King; yetnow being (o invelted in Our blood, 
and become Hereditary, They cannot be revoked, In This 
therefore we are Freer than any Biſhop , whoſe Baronies are 
onely annexed to their Office, and not inveſted in them by 
Blood. = 

We have ſcene our Biſhops Relation upward ; Let us now 
view it looking downeto his ownFamily,Creatures,and De- 
pendencies. Weſhall ſee all theſe Conſequents,as unſutable to 

_ policie, as were the Ingredients, and Antecedents to his 
Office. 

A Bifhops Title and Place is High and Splendid, but his 
Eſtate (for the moſt part) Meane and Low : at leaſt Thar 
which may be left as Inheritance to poſterity. 
| Now to what unworthineſſe will not Ambition and Ava- 
rice carry them ? When they looke on themſelves as Peeres 
and Grandees of the Kingdome, and againe refle& on their 
Wives and Children, as thoſe which (after Their Deceaſe) 


the Branches of Nobility firit ſprouted ' 


malt ſoone be reduced from ſuch an height (like _ 
| ' Starres) 
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Starres) into their firſt principles, Muſt not This be a Great 
Temptation, by any meanes, right or wrong, to ſecke the pri» 
vate inrichment of themſelves, and Famities, even much be. 
fore the-publike Good of the Common-wealth; which is ne- 
ver more injur'd, then when it is made to ſtoope and vaile to 
the boundlefſe Ambition of ſome private, low, baſe, ſordid 
' ſpirie. 

Or ſuppoſe, by penurious Living they may in many yeares 
gleane up a meane Eſtate to leave to their Houle, to preſerve 
their name : how miſerable and ſordid mult be their deport- 
ment ? how baſe their Houſe-keeping? how Little their Hoſ- 
pitality ? Which yet not onely by Scripture, but Reaſon 
ſeemes much (if not moſt) ro berequired of the Clergy. Such: 
a.Biſhop muſt be as much given to Hoſpitality, as Blamelefſe 
in other particulars. But alas, how can Ours be {0 ? Except 
They can be content to live without any Retinue of Atten- 
dance; or be Curit by Poſterity,broughtup perhaps as Lords, 
but left as Beggers. | | 

Except then it might be with our Biſhops, or Biſhops Chil- 
dren, as once it was with that Roman Diltator , who being 
brought from the Plough, was content againe to returne to 
the Plough, (after he had with all humility, fidelity, andſuc- 
ceſſe, ſerved the Common-wealth in the Higheſt Office That 
State at that time did afford) I cannot ſee why They ſhould 
ſo ambitiouſly delire a Lordly Prelacie, which they can nei- 
ther leave to poſterity ; nor carry downe to the Grave; nor 
yet are ſureto keepe all the tim they live: for of all Riches; 
thoſe of a Biſhop, may ſooneſt fly away. 

Tf therefore Our Preliates would ſeriouſly refle& on- their 
owne Peace,Credit, and Eiſteeme;Or the Good of their Fami- 
ly and Poſterity; (though they would deſpite the Church, 
and trample on the State, with the Weale, peace, and flou-: 
riſhing proſperity thereof )ſurethey would Jeave the Com- 
mon-wealth to States-men, and thinke it honour more than 
enough to ſerve the Church,and waite on Gods Altar:T mean 
Thar Holy Table, which may be ſerved by Them that attend 
the Word. and Sacraments; though they muſt not negle& 
This,and ſerve any Other T able-. 

But Venales Anime, Mercenary Fpicies, will doe any thing 
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toRiſe. Yet I hope Our Biſhops doe not, at lealt will not 
doe ſo any more. If ſo, Let them know the IYheele of provi- 
dencecan runne as fait backward as ever it did forward. In 
its deſcent, they may perhaps ſadly refle& ona ſerious dying 
ſpeech of one of themſelves; Had T ſerved my God, as 1 have 
ſerved my Prince, T ſhould not bave beene ſo deſerted now. Though 
I mult confeſlſe I doubt they have well ſerved neither God, 
nor the King. But this ſhall be diſcuſs'd more anon. 


PR EE——y —O — 


CHAP. VIII 


IWhat Good our Biſhops can doe to the State, is examined, whetber 
they have beene, or can be, friends to Monarchy , or Civill 
Government, 


V E haveſcene how much our Biſhop makes againſt 
State Policte; Let us now fee what he doth, or can 
doe, For the State; For, Both parts malt be heard. 

It hath (till beene the praftiſe of Theſe mien to buzze into 
Princes Eares, that They itrike at Monarchy, that are diſplea- 
ſed with ſuch _—_— : Like one of the old Queenes Jellere, 
that would box and pinch any that ſtood neere him : and if 
they return'd the like, he would ſtep before the Deere, and 
cry, Madame here comes a T raytor to ſtrike at your Majeſty. 

I know itis one of their firlt Canonicall principles, No Bi- 
ſhop, No King. On this Axletree the whole body of Popery 
is wheeled about. A ſpecious ſhew indeede,and One of heir 
Maſter-peeces of Policie; to acquaint and perſwade Kings, of 
what uſe they are to Then); 

Sed T imeo Danaos, & Dona fircnies, Tam afraid of the Gre-= 
cians, when they come with their gifts. 

Itis but a Trojan Horſe. Mors eſt in Olla, there is Death in 
the Pot. While they ſeeme to pleaſe Kings, they weaken 
Crownes- 

Powers are Gods Ordinances, and ſet over us for Our Good : 
And Kingdomezs certainely have more for them in holy writ 
thanany other Government : Shall Royall Crownes then 
comeand ſtoope to a Miter ? 

| Lz 
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La France ne tombe pas en Keneville, With them a Woman 
mult not bearethe Crowne, and ſhall the Scepter, with us, 
bow to the Croliers Staffe ? Let it not be ſpoken in Aſbkelor, 
nor publiſhed in the ſtreets of Gb. Hath Chriſtianity aba- 
ted the Glory or power of the Diadem? Biſhops would, but 
Chritt will nor. 

In ſhort, What is the ſenſe of this Maxime? What can it 
be other than This,that the Strengtb,nay the Being of a King, 
depends wholly upon a Biſhop ? 

Prodigious State-Blaſphemiec ! Kings have beene when 
Biſhops were not, and [hall be yet much more Glorious, when 
ſuch Biſhops ſhall be no more. Which (hall ftiH be my deſire 
for all Kings; but eſpecially tor Ours, whoſe Good and Gra- 
cious Government, [ ſhall pray, may yet endure loyg , and 
long amonglt us. 

Itis much rather true, If any ſich Biſpop, no King; as T hope 
to make good in my ſubſequent diſcourſe. Otherwiſe, (had 
theſe beene onely. Aſetaphyſicall Notions, or Mathematicall ſpe- 
cxlations JI (hould not have beene troubled more with a ſquare 
Cap on a Biſhops Head, than Iam with a Circle ſquared in a 
Mathematical! braine. 

It is trae, their Grand Maſter the Pope, ſeemed very offici- 
ous in ſetting up the German-Franck Empercur, (the Image 
ofthe old bealit) But it was not long betore he ſhew'd his 
Ends. Turne your Eye bne a little about, and you ſhall ſee 
an Emperour itand barefoote at his Gate: Here one kneels to 
kifſe that foote that ſpurneth off His Crowne : There one 
holds the itirrup, while that Proud Bithop iteps up into the 
ſaddle. 

And have not our Piſhops the ſame . De!:gnes with their 
Holy Father ? Even to free themſelves trom all Power, and 
to bring all things under their owne Power ? 

What meaneth this Maxime ot Epiſcopacie, that a Clergy 
man cannot fall under the Execution of a Civill Magiſtrate, 
Except they firſt degrade him; which they may refuſe to doe 
as long as they pleaſe? Is not This to Exempt themſelves 
from all Civill Juriſdifion ? 

What is the ſenſgof This, that for breach of Their 
(Church) Injunftions, they may Excommunicate people, - i- 

nilters, 
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niſters, Lords, Kings themſelves, whom they pleaſe ; But 
ſhortly This, to reduce all men, (Even Princes as well as 0- 
thers) to pou Obedience to themſelves? And when 
Once they have paſſed that ſentence on their Soveraigne, at 
their owne fancie, I doubt not but ſome of them would be 
ready to receive the Crowne from their kneeling Prince, (as 
of old) Ifany King would againe ſo farre forget himlſelte, 
and lay hisGlory in the duſt to be trampled on by ſuch proud 
inſulting Prelates, Which God forbid. 

Their Infolent Words and Aions, vented lately againlt 
the Crowne, are very ſutable to theſe Princip/es, 

Some of themſelves, in open Court of Judicature, have 
dirſt to affirme, T hey were beholding to none, but Chriſt , for the 
place they held. 

Others of Them (and Their Creatures)have aid They are 
under no Law of man. 

Some have preached point blanck, that Their ſtanding did 
not at all depend on the Crowne. 

Others have flatly denicd the King to be Head and Gover- 
nour in Eccle{iaſticall Canes, over all perſons : though they 
cannot but know that This Title was given mainely to Ex- 
cludeany other Earthly Head, as it is Interpreted by Order 
of Parliament, | 

All of them Ereft Epiſcopall Courts, ſend out Summons, 
Exerciſe Juriſdi&tion, Sentence, Fine, Impriſon , doe what 
they liſt, in their Owne name. Though All the Biſhops put 
together (and Vis wmita eſt fortior dare not to doe {0; (for, the 
High Inquilition had a Commi'ijon under the Broad Seale ) 
and yet Every particular Biſhop Exercil.th Juriſdifion under 
their owne leale, by their owne power, in their owne name; 
without any Commitlion, direfly again!t Statute, by which 
they all incurre a Premumire. 

Indeed they have learnt to faune upon Princes, and would 
make them belceve all This is for their Honour, and Advan- 

: yet they areburt Impoſtors; This is but to ſtroake the 
Horſe (as the Proverb is) till they are well up in the Saddle: 
for, at That they aime,and thither would they come; which 
God forbid. . 

Lcould heartily wiſh, the Kings of the Earth would bee 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed ro read Malter Broughtons Epiltlc-in his. Refining the 
Roman Fox, Or Nichol. de Clemenziis, in his Excellent, peece 
de Corrupts Eccleſia ſtatn, Or that Noble Learned Lords in- 
comparable Myſterinm Iniquitatis ; preſented -to Our Late 
Learned Soveraigne King fames: though in ſome; late Prints 
it hath beene refined by an Engliſh-Romith Index: Expragato- 
riws, yet it will ill (with the other) repreſent the leights of 
this kinde of Epiſcopacie, in ſuch lively Colours, that I. be- 
leeve no Prince would trultthem againe. 4 

I ncede not goe farre to feck inftances that may fully xepre- 

ſent how'mnch Our Biſhops have in all. ages promated the 
Weale, Peace, and Honour of This Kingdome and Orowne : 
For their Treaſons againlt the State and King, wanr not a. 
Regilter, I could brietely preſeat you with a true Emblem 
of Epiſcopacie ab 0v0 44 malum, from the beginning to the 
end; and yet not goe higher thanthe Conquerour. 

 Lanfranch, would'have conquered the Congueruer: and by 
g-ntle inſinuations have perſwaded him to ſubmit his Scep- 
ter to the Triple Micer : but , Eriamſe ſufet , _ non perſuaſtt 
though he did perſiwade, yet he did not prevaile, 

Art could not prevaile, aud therefore Anſelm went more 
rudely to worke; Though Refs torbad him, yet with many 
thankes and much honour from the Pope, he went to Rome 
for his Pall. After he had oftentimes bearded the King in 
many matters, he ſucceeded ſo well, that he _— the 
ſame againſt the firſt Herry : and left not till he had cauſed 
the Scepter to bow, and the Crowne to totter. 

In Stephens time, Two Great Prelates diſpute about Prece- 
dencie, and at laſt paſſing by the King, they call the Pope ts 
be Moderator. 

Peckets heights are well knowne, and ſcarce parallel'd in 
any Story : Onely as Henry the ſecond (that Great Prince) did 
ſaſfe ſore ſtripes here : ſo did the Dxkg of T bolouſe in France, 
for joyning with the Albigenſes. That was done by a Pope, 
This by a Bithop. 

King bo fell (wich his whole Kingdome) under an 1 
zerdif, for ſome quarrell betwixt himſelte and Two or Three 
Prelates : nor could hebuy or begge his but on his 


knees, reſigning his Crowne to proud - . x 
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”. tn Edward the ſeconds time Gaveſton was much abcrted by 


' Conentry, inthis a Traitor to his Countrep, 


Whar prankes I/ncheſter plaid with Edward the Firft, 
Stratford with Edwar d the Thirdz and with the ſecond Rich- 
#rd,Norwich, was toucht before. 4 | 
1" Henry the fourth was il! handled by Torke ,” that waged 


' warre: with him : at the ſame time Arrndel vow'd he would 


not leave a (lip ofthat Religim which then he ſaw dawning in 
England. 
- In Henry the fixts time, Torkes quarrel! with Fmncbeſter, loſt 


"all that England had gained from. France, at ' Halt Yorke lides 
- with Warwicke againſt the King. | 


Edward the fourth had little canſeto pardon the newArche 
BJ) ended better then he beganne, but it was per accidens, for 
firſt he perſwaded = 51m to claime the Crowne, but He 
'retafing (atleaitnot daring to ftirce for himſelfe) fers him 
on Richmong, the true Heire. 
+ But you wiltſay, Theſe were all Papiſts, and lived in the 
darke times of Popery: | | 
© Trae; and were not their Soveraignes ſich alſo? were not 
Kings and Biſhops of one Religion then? Arethey more now, 
hath a Proteſtant Prince now more reaſon to trult a Prote- 
ſtant Prelate; than a Popiſh King a Popiſh Biſhop? Let all 
the worldjudge. Secing in Thoſe times it was no difference 
in Religion, But Malignance againſt Civill Government, 
chat produced Theſe Commotions, in Thoſe Biſhops. 
But fmce the Pope, and Popith Religion is confelled to 
be the Cau't of all thoſe Treafons and Rebellions, what if 1 
prove Prelacic and Popery to be the ſame iz re, and onely 'to 
differ innarie ? This we ſhall Effay anon. In the meane time 
Ft is worth conſidering whether Our Prelares be not more 


Prince ? . 

 Lwill over-lookethe darke times of Popevy ;-Let ns beginne 
with the Reformation, (which yet could ha :dly have entrance, 
forthat ſtrong Oppoſition the Prelates (til made) Alas what 
Conimotions have they till raiſed in Scotland, and ever ſince 
the Reformation ? We have.felt, what - Our Parents oy 
* ; aw, 


like to fide with the Pope againſt a Proteſtant, than Popiſh 
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ſaw. They Eate (at leait ſutfered) a ſore grape, and Our 
Teeth were almoſt all ſet on edge. But bleſſed be God that 
bath delivered That Church and State from Tycangical 
Prelates; and will ece long deliver us alſo, TIRE 

They did theſame in Denm.rke, till one of their Kings did 
perſwade the people tw Chooſe another Church Govern- 
ment : After he had in publike read a Charge for three houreg 
long, containing Their Treaſons, and Rebellions even lince 
che Timethat the Pope was calt out of that Countrey. - } 

When I call to mindetheir Cariage and milcariage here 
England, | mult beginne with that of the Poet, [ 

Infandum Regina jubes renovare dolorem It ts the renew 
ing the memory of ourgreat grietes, and mileriesq. - 

Our firlt Reformation was much oppoſed by-Biſhops. Gar. 
diner, Bonner, and ſome others were no Changelings. Yea we 
ſhall finde ſome Good men were B24 Biſhops; and the Evil 
were intolerable. Ri4ley was too fierce in maintenance of Ce- 
remmies. Cranmer and Ridley both were for allowing Maſle to 
the Lady Mary: but That Admirable young Prince, waseven 
in his Infancie, with King David, witer than his Teachers : 
and could weepe, though not yeeld to Their perſwalions, 

What our Bijbops did in Queene AMaries dayes (Bloody 
Times ! ) weall know, ſure it was an unhappy Proverb that 
was then learne,T beB iſbops foot bath trodden here. \\ hat they in- 
tended under the Old Queene, Eſayed in King James his 
Reigne, and had well nigh performed under Our Gracious 
King Charks, to the Ruine ot the Crowne, We now beginne 
to know : If at leaſt Knowledge may properly be ſaid to bee 
wrought by Senſe, tor, It ſo, our Feeling wasenough to Teach 
us. Yet what wanted in T h;s,may be ſupplied by the Daily 
complaints wee are forced to heare not onely from. Exgland, 
bur Irel2xd alſo; where yet perhaps they have mote parts to 
aft than one. But he that fitteth in Heaven langheth at them , the 
moſt High hath them im deriſion, 
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> CHAP. IX 

Hiw ſutable ſaxh Epiſcopacie can be to Monarchy, 7s farther 

conſidered. Whether the Beſt forme of Church Government be 

: Monarchicall. Fhether other Formes may not well ſtand with 

t Civill Monarchy, How Church and State Gozernmen differ 
' and agree, 
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I Have ſcarce done with that Grand Principle- of EpiſcopaHl 
#policie, No Biſoop, No King, Yet I mult now divert you a 
lictle from it, orat leaſt lay it afide awhile, till It come- in a- 
gaineatdue place:which perhaps may be inThis next diſpute. 
. = I am now come to the moſt moderate of Epiſcopall men. 
For evenThele aftirme that The al ſolute Beſt Church Government, 
muder a Monarchy, is Monarchicall. 

By the Way I muſt defire it. may againe be remembred that 
hitherto-I have contended onely with our Lordly Civill Epi- 
ſeopatie, (properly called Prelaciz ) T have not yet diſputed Ee- 
clefiaſticall Epiſcopacie in generall, or the Prelacie of One 
Miniſter before another (though-I may touch That alſo be- 
fore I conclude:)ſo that 1 am not bound to anſwer this Ob- 
jection; which ſure cannot nieane that the Beſt Church Go- 
vernment under Monarchy, is. Tyrannicall , (as indeed ſuch 
Lordly Prelacie is even in their owne Judgements which are 
moderate) bur {imply Monarchicall, ſcilicet in Eccleſiaſties : a= 
gainſt which'I havenot yet diſputed; though I know This 
was One of the maine Foundations on which That Dellroy- 
bs er, That man of finne beganne firlt to build. 

WA Bat Tam content to follow them Here alſo. Yet I nut hyit 
$3, fift out their meaning, leſt rhey deceive nie with words. Doe 
they meane that All tber Church Governments are deltru- 
_ Ative to Monarchy ? or doe they meanc, Monarchy is deitru- 
- ive to All other Church Governments but Monarchicall ?. 
k Thefirſt ſenle is even theſame with the former :Axiome 
we diſcuſs'd, No Biſhop, No King , except perhaps they grant, 
- that every Monarch is a King, but every King is not an abſolute 
Monarch, 
But take A/onarchy in what ſenſe you pleaſe: why cannot ie 
Rand with ary kinde of Church Government? doth the 
' | ſupreme 
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ſupreme Civill power receive any eſſemtiall part of it from 
Church Monarchy ? Is not Monarchy compleat eyen there 
where is no Church ? 

Iam by no meanes of their judgements who ſay, None that 
are without the pale of the Church have right to any Thing here be- 
low, A Tenetalmoſt nec to tho. that uſe toexcommu- 
nicate Princes ad placitum,and then ſtirre up forraine Enemies, 
or Sabjefs themſelves, to diſpoſſeſſe ſuch Princes; but to other 
States of very dangerous conſequence. 

I clearly conceive an Heathen Emperour may be ay lawfull 
a Monarch,as any Chriſtian Prince; And I doubt not, but His 
Subje&ts owe as exat obedience to Him, (if his Civill Title 
be jult) as we juſtly pay to our Kings and Governours, 

To ſay then that Afmnarchy cannot itand without Monar- 
chical Diſcipline in theChureh,is to weaken(if not to break) 
the nerves and ligaments of ſupreme power : nay to ſay that 
ſuch a government will beſt ſute with Monarchy, is to vaile the 
luſtre and Majeſty of Monarchy, which like an healthfull fo- 
mach, can ealily aſſimilate all things to it. ſelfe, but is not 
changed by any. 

If they would but ſpeake their owne Thoughts, They 
wou'd turn the Propoſition thus,Chirrch-Aunarchy cannot ftand 
without Civill, Here the Myſtery is unmasked. It is true, This 
Diſcipline cannot ſtand, but where Princes will uphold it. For 
that which hath no footing in Scripture, mult leaneupon Hi 
mane Right, and thus it diſcovereth its-owne weakeneſſe. Dj-- 
vine Inſtitution is able to bottome it ſelfe upon ir ſelfe;but F- 
mane is like the weake Vine or Hop,which without a pole,mult 
creepe, and ſo rot,upon theearth. Yea ſome inventions of 
Men (ſpecially in matters of Religion) are like the weake 
Fruitlelſe Ivy, that mult bepropt upby {ome Elme, or mighty 
QOake, and yet moſt unnaturally deltroyeth T hat prop which 
holdeth itup. And of This kind is that Humane (or rather 
Demonical)Epiſcopacie,of which we have treated all this time. 

Our Biſhops foreſecing This, (for They are wile in-their 
generation) t =__ belt to invert the propoſition;and initead 
of this,that Church monarchy cannot ſtand withoniCrvi'h T hey at- 
firme Civill Monarchy cannot ſtand without that of theChwrch, 
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But to come a little neerer ro their Beſt meaning, (Who 
ſtand ſo much for Church Monarchy)1 would gladly be ſhewed 
by Reaſon, what there is in Church government why it may 
not derive it ſelfe into ſeverall Corporations, where either 
more or fewer may beare the ſway; itill ſubſcribing to thoſe 
things which are left by Chriſt to the Civill government, or 
Monarchicall power. We ſee hundreds of Corporations are 
thus managed : And what there is #» formaliratione of Church 
government (eſſential! to Church government) that will not 
endure This; mihi nom 1:quer, Traly I doe not yet know , I 
cannot yet imagine. 

We ſeeever lince the reformation of Lnther and Calvin, the 
Churches of Chriſt have had another diſcipline than ours; 
under Eleftive and Succeſſive, under Proteltant and Catho- 
lique Princes,as will appeare clearely in Pol:nd,Denmarke, in 
Scland,and the Palatinate, in France, and Germany, I du from 
my heart agree that Civil/ Governours are Cyſtodes utrinſque 
T abule, the Preſervers of both the Tables : but what the Ci- 
vill Magiſtrate hath to doe in Churth matters, till the 
Church hath done her utmoſt, I could yet never learne. 

| Thegovernment of Chriſt is ſpirituall ; and Hee will have 
his worke wroughtin a {weete way ; by the power of the 
Spirit, not by force. 

It Terre in This, I (ball upon better reaſon recant ; In the 
interim, hoping that the clearneJe of my thoughts ſhall 
with the candid Reader receive gentle- interpretation , I ſhall 
freely declare my opinion in This point, 

Chriſt (as I thall more fully prove hereafter) hath cleerly 
untolded tous the Two main things of Church aFaires : 

1 The Do&rine. 

2 The Diſcipline of his Church. 

Who will come in this caſe to adde or diminiſh any 
thing ? : 

I appealeto any Ingenuous Reader, of what Religion ſoe- 
yer he be (yea of whar ſe& in any Religion) Whether any 
power ought to force a Church in matter of Detirine. 

I conceive,what # True DoQrine the Scripture nniſt jud 
and none but the Scripture : but what a Church will take tor 

True DoGtrine, lyes only in That Charch. = 
: | Will 
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Will Rome admit us to expound to them this place, Hoe 
eſt corps meum? thall wee admit Rome's expoſition ? Will ej- 
ther of us admit force? 

There is certainly but one Truth : but what ſhall be taken 
by the Church for Truth,the Church muſt judge. 

If you deſcend to Diſcipline, will not the Caſe cleerly be 
the ſame? 

In Diſcipline conſider three things. 

: Admillion of members, 

2 Excommunication. 

3 O fhcers toexecute theſe,and other Ordinances, 

Whether you will Baptize children,and ſo by adminiſtring 
tothem the Sacrament of Initiation, admit them members 
of the Church ? 

Whether you will admit all for Charch members that 
barely profelle, though they be open drunkards, and very ig- 
norant-perſons.? 

Whether you will have Paſtors, T eachers, and Elders,as your 
ſuperiours in this worke, or Biſheps, Archbiſhops, Primates, &c, 
ho ſhall judge but the Church ? 

So long as the Church, in her Church Tenets, intermedleth 
not with State matters under thenotion of Religion, I ſup- 
poſe the Cvill power is not to interpole, 

Ic is molt true, if the Church will broach (with the Auabap- 
ziſts) that rhey will have no Goze-nows, nor Government: 
This is a point not of Divinity, but Policie; and here the 
Scepter multſet a rule. Or with the Adamites (it there be any 
ſuch) allow Communion of wives : This takes away proper- 
ty, The ſword mult divide this quarrell, Or with the Papilts, 
thatit is lawfull ro kz Kings : that faith is not to be kepc 
with Heretiqnes : T conceive in all theſe, (and caſes of the like 
nature) the deciſion lyeth in the fagiſtrate; for theſe tenets 
overthrow either Civill Government,or, civill conver; The 
Church muſbnot goe out of her bounds, 

But if the Queſtion be, how you willexpound ſuch a Scrips 
ture : what Gelture you will uſe in ſuch an ordinance : what 
man is fit to be excommunicated : what deſerveth excommu- 
nication : what is Idolatry : what is wik-worthip : what 
ſuperſticion ; what is the puniſhment of thoſe crimes: 


who 
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who ſhall judge bat the Church? 

* ThePrince hath granted to ſuch a Body by Charter, ſuch 
riviledges, ſuch othces, who can interpoſe bur the power in- 
jtuting ? Chcilt hath givenusa platterme of Church go- 

vernment, With the offices, and officers, who may here intcr- 

meddle, but Chriſt himſctfe? | 

It is moſt true when the Church findeth any refraQary, 
and thereupon doth excommunicate him, he fals into the 
hands ofthe Civill Magittrate, if he continue pertinacious, 
and not betorc. 

When Parliaments doe conſider matters of Religion, they 
doe it to deliver the Chrrch from ſume who would impoſe up- 
on her; who would take the keyes from her, that by the hel 
of theſe keyes, they may wrelt che Scepter out of the hand of 
Soveraignty, which God forbid. 

And whilſt Parliaments labour thus for the Chrrch, dealing 
no further in the affaires of the Church, than by Scripture 
they may, certainely they doc well, but if they once exceede 
their bounds, the iſſue will be Confuſron inſtead of Reformation. 

Church and State government differ as much as the Sexes, 
Yet as there may betweene Theſebe an happy union : (Both 
keeping their bounds whilitthe Husband hath the ſuprema- 
cie;) So may there be betweene the Chxrch, and State a ſiwcete 
harmony, The State having Committed to it the cuſtody of 
the ten Commandements, and yer the Church preſerving to 
her ſelfe Her rights, R 

If the Church ſwallow up the State, as icis in Popery,and 
Epioparys the iſſue will be {laviſh, grofſe ſuperſtition, and 
ſoc kiſh Idolatry. If the State overtop the Church,there will 
be ignoranceand atheiſme : but give to God that which is 
Gods, and to Ceſar that which is C2/*r:: and both Church 
and State will fare the better. 

Thus under favour, both by reaſon and preſident it is cleere, 
that any Church policie beſides Fhiſcopacie(though onely one 
by right ought) may ſtand with Monerchy. 
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CHAP. X. 


IF ho it is that oppoſeth,and exalteth him{elfe above all that is called 


God. Who properly a Papiſt : and what is Popery : Why the 
Pope z moſt properly Antichrilt :; How ſuch Epitcopacy differs 
ar agrees with Popery. 
V Hen ſay, Any Church Government may ſtand with Mo 
narchy,or other State-Policy, T delire to beunderitood 
of any Church Government well regulated : Which as I cannor 
conceive of qur Epiſcypacy,fo I mult againe publiquely proteſt, 
that I verily beleeve This kind of Epiſcopacy is deltruCtive, not 
onely to Good Monarchy, bur all other State Policie whatſo- 
evcr. 

I meane not now to runne over, ſo much as the Heads of 
my former diſcourſe : Every particle of which is to repreſent 
how incongruous, and incompatible to true Policie ot State, 
Our Biſhops Place, Calling, and Offtce is, as now it ſtands e- 
[tabliſht in this Kingdome. 

It any man ſhall yet difſent from me in this Caule, I ſhall 
now onely intreat him to view oneplace of Scripture, which 
yet perhaps at firit glance may ſeeme to make bur little for 
my purpoſe: but it is an old Maxime among Interpreters,No 
eſt hzrendum in Cortice, we mult not reſt in the Letter. Let us 
therfore a little examinethe Text,and if I be not inthe Right, 
I will gladly learne of any that can better informe me, 

The Place I meane, is. that which of old in the Primitive 
Church was wont to be more peruſed, and examined, than I 
thinke it is now, or hath beene of late: and I cannot much 
wonder, {ith I ſee all men view the Sea, and well conlider it at 
diſta.ice from the topofa Cliffe or Rocke; but when they 
are once falne into it, they ſhut theireyes, winke, and care to 
ſee as little as may be of it, while they have ſo much round 
about them, 

I mult notdetaine you t90 long withour,leſt you thinke my 
Porch longer and bigger than my Houle. Ic is that of the A- 
poltle to the T heſſalonians,Ep. 2. ch, 2. ver.3,4. ſpecially thoſe 
words: Who oppſeth and exalteth himſclf: above all that is called 
God,or is worſbipped, : 

For 
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For the underſtanding of this place,we muſt premiſe This» 
thatit muſt not betaken as ſpoken of Ore ſingle perſon : but a 
Compages of many, cither exilting together, or elſe lucceeding 
one another ; yet agreeing together in this great Apoſtalie, 
the maine thing here ſpoken of. And in this I have but tew 
Adverlaries : | I thinke,but ſome few of the Romith ta- 
ion, that maintaine the grand Deceiver, Falſe Prophet, or 
Apoſtate (tor ſo I rather call him, than Antichriſt, though I 
doubtnot alſo bur he is moſt truely Antichriſt i» Re) ſhall 
come onely in the end of the world, and indure but three 


yearesand an halfe:which yet begins to ſound but ill among 
the Romaniſts themſelves. 


In the next place I affirme,this Man of Sinne (tor fo I muſt 
ſtile him) is not of the Laity, over whom (even over their 
Princes and Gods} he exalteth himiſclfe ; but of the Clergie, 
For helitteth in the T emple of God. 
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Being come fo farre (without any Reall oppoſition) I now 
Pikes. | Who This Mar (Comp ages or Syſteme of Men) is, or | 
can be ? The Pope, I ſuppoſe will be anſwered by moſt of our | 
Church. AndI yeelditſo, belecving Him to be principally 
intended here. But if I can prove that Popery properly taken, 
isthe ſame iz Re, with Or Epiſcopacy ; or at lealt that This 
isbut a Piece and Part of That Myſtery of Tniquity,then I hope 
it will be granted, that ſuch Epiſcopacy is alſo here intended : 
and per conſequens, that ſuch Epoſcopacy is altogether againſt 
true Policie of State,becauſe it oppoſeth and exalteth it ſclfe 
above All that is called God, &c. 

This therefore is now my Taske,to prove that Orr Epiſcopa- 
cy, is the fame Really with Popery,taken Properly. 

Lerus firſt then ſce what Popery properly may lignihie : for,for 
ought yet ſee, the world is {carce agreed in this particular, 
I cannot conceive that All Errours or Herelies held by ſome 
(nay all )Papiſts,may in proper ſpeaking be called Popery, Molt 
(I hope all) of the Papitts ayree with us in many Truthes, and 
all is not Hereſie in which they Differ: and yet All bereſte in 
them, nor proper Popery. No notevery Error or Hereſie in the 
Pope hamſclfs can proprie loguendo be ſaid to be Popery, There arc 
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many Things the Papiits hold in common wich many, if I 


may not ſay, All Heretickes : yet none ever properly called 
All Hereticker by the compendious Name of Papiſts. Many 
points are not yetſo fully determined among themſelves, but 
that ſome of them affirme,and others deny of the ſame ſubject. 
All of them will not agree about Originall ſmne, Free will, 
Merit,&c, In this laſt (which yer is one of the moſt funda- 
mentall points of controverlie now betweene us) I fee many 
ofthem comming ſo neere the Truth, that one mult have a 


_ ſharpe eye to ſee where they come ſhort: for many of 
t 


iem yeeld Our workes doe not properly merit asQurs, but 
as T infta ſanguine _ asdyecd in the blood of Chriſt , yea 
and ſome are not rigid in preſling the phraſe Meriz,in its pro- 
per ſenſe, ſo that perhaps Their moſt refined opinion in This, 
my be more dangerous in the Conſequence, than ſubltance 
or torme of it. 

Nay, before the Conncell of T rent (before which yet Pope- 
ry had beene long in the world) molt of their Tenets were fo 
much indetermined, that ſcarce any of them knew what he 
was to hold and beleeve ; yet he was a Papiſt then, and is 0 
{til],and yet to this Day I thinke there is ſcarce one DoCtri- 
nall point,in which they all agree, 

We mult then conſider what that is which Denominatesa 
P apiſt,and may properly be called Popery. It mult furebeſomies 
what Eſſential (asI may ſpeake)to that Church,ſo that with » 
out this, it could nor be called a PopiſÞþ Church, 

That is doubtleſſe ſuch and ſuch Dependance on the Pope: This 
isin the Popes ſubjets truely Popery; and this Dependance on 
Him, is perhaps expreſſed by receiving his Name or Charadter 
inthe Apocalyps, In the Pope himſelte, it is not this or that 
errour, this or that Herelie, but ſuch an Independance,ſuch a 
Lordihip, ſuch a Prelaticall Tyranny, over civilland Church 
eſtates, that is z#7iZov Pypery. And this is it thatis ſoem- 
phatically expreſſed here in This place to the Theſſalonians, He 
oppoſeth and exaltcth himſelfe above a that is called God,eve, And 
theexerciſe of this Popiſh Tyranny is lively limn'd out in 4- 
pvc. 13,ver. 16.6" 17. And he cauſed all, both ſmall and great, ricb 
and poore, free and bond,to receive a marke in their right hand, or in 
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the —_y the name of the beaſt, or the number of his name. 

This Tyrannicall Prelaticall Power and Dominion,which 

the Popeuſurpeth and excerciſerh(contrary to Gods Word) 
over Clergy and Laity, Princes and Subj-Qts, in their eſtates 
and conſciences,is in Him, ( as in His Clients, yjee/ding and 
ſubmitting to this PopiſÞ Prelacy) Trae Proper Popery. And This 
is the Giving, Imprinting, or forcing ofa Name, Charatter 
or Number, on the Popes part, as-Receiving This on the part 
of Papiſts: though I have not now time, at lealt not oppor- 
ruanity, to diſcuſſe how much the Popes Name, Charatter and 
Number may differ, I doubt not but all are parts of That 
Prelaticall,uſurped Power which is truly Popiſh, and received 
by Papiſts, as Servants and Souldiers of old received their 
Lord's and Con:manders Teſſera,or Charater in their hands 
and foreheads, But God alſo hath impreſſed his otto on 
them all, let them read it and tremble ; Apocal, 14. 9,10, And 
the third Angel follorred them, ſtying with a loud voyce, If any man 
worſhip the Beaſt and his image, ard receive his marke in his fore 
head, or in his band, the ſame ſhall drinke of the wine of the wrath 
of God, mhich is powred out without mixture into the cup of his in- 
dignation, and h: ſpall be tormented with fire and brimſtone in the 
preſence of the boly Angels,and in the preſence of the Lambe. 

God hath becneplealed ro parcel] out Church and Commor- 
wealth as (everall and diſtinct Governments : yet ſo that Prin- 
ces hould be Cnſtodes wtrinſque T abulz, as was ſaid before. 

God hath beene pleaſed to make, appoint, and leave the 
Minilters of the Goſpel Brethren, and hath permitted none of 
them a Lordly Prelacy above another. 

But now the Pope comes,with a wide mouth,and ſwallowes 
downe at once, all Czvill and Eccleſiaſti:all power ; Challen- 
geth to himle]te, not onely the Keyes, but the Swird; not 

onely Papall Dominion in Eccleſiaſticis, but Regall alſo in 
Cvilibus, This Uſurpation of His, is properly Popery ; and 
this robb<th Chriſt of his Regal! Office, 

As every {inne breakes all the Commands, ( the whoke 
Law ) yet ſomefinnes doe more properly intrench on ſome 
particular command : ſo allo is it in all Herelics and errors. 
All ſome way oppoſe the whole Law of Chriſt, and all the 
thrce Ofhces ot Chriſt ; yet ſonie more properly One of theſe 
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Offices, ſome another. As the Dofrineot Merit,de Condigno, 
& Congrno, of Condignity, and Congruity, encroacherth on 
Chrilts Prieſtly Office ; the Alchoran mainely againſt his Pro- 


pheticall, But Popery molt properly ſtrikes at his Kingly Office ; 


and Authority. For it is Chriſts Kingly Office to. bind Kings 
in Chaines, and Princes in Fetters of Trongit they reiilt him. And 
He that uſurpes this Power and Priviledge, labours to un- 
throne Chrilt, to (it above him, and ſo properly oppoſeth and 
exaltcth bimfelfe above all that is called God, or is worſhipped. This 
# the Pope, and this is Popery. Yea I may adde, this istruely 
and moſt properly Antichriſt , though indeed perhaps not 
that Antichriſt of whom Saint fobn ſpeakes in his firlt Epiltle, 
Chap 2.22.and 4.3. who, it may be, was Ebjon, or Cerinthus, 
or ſome other : though pechaps alſo Saint Fob: might ſpeake 
that of ſome Lordly Prelacy, which bzyganne (.hough bur to 
dawne, if 1 may to ſpeake of that darke myttery, beginning 
toſhew it ſelte ) even in Saint Johns daies : for in ſome re- 
(pe& we will not ſtand to yeeld a Bithops Pedegree might per- 
haps extend ſo high: for even then Antichriit was con- 
ceived, 

However, I doubt not to affirme the Pope is now moſt Re- 
ally, Truely, and properly, the Grand Antichriſt, For ſuch is 
He molt properly, that encroacheth on Chriſts Regall Office. 
This being it,which now (of all thethree) is moit proper to 
him in his Glory : and this he hath received as a molt glori- 
ous Reward ( it I may lo (peake) tor all his ſufferings in-his 
humane Nature: an chis I thinke the Scripture Language, 
CE(y 53.12. P/al,110.7. Phil.2.8,9,10,11. I Cor. 15. 27.) 
His Pri-ſtly worke was for the moſt part accoriplithe in his 
De ith; His Prophetica!! O hice, as it were religned over to his 
Holy Spirit ; But his Kangly Othice is his owne propriety,(till 
theend come) ando h« that oppoſeth this,is moſt truely 41> 
ticbriſt. This is the Pope, and this is Popery. 

Now on the other part, it any man pleaſe to ſurvey Epic 
p23 with an unpartial] eye, he (hall tnd this kind of Epijc 0/14 
-y,and Popery to be all one #2 Re, tor they have the ſame K1/c, 
the ſame Media of their progrelle,and the ſame End, 

Therile ot Popery, was by overthrowing Chrilts Ori- 
nances, and letting up of his gona That this may appeare 
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the more diltinily, give mee leave to ſhew you the Biſhops 
boldnefſſe in the particulars of ic. 

Chriits Ordinances in the New Teſtament, are either con- 
pane ho or Diſcipline, I confeſle the Pope hath made 
great aſſaults upon the dodrinall part;but what he hath done 
inthat kind,he hath done many times by gathering up the re- 
gorgements of others, and ſo they are not his owne: or as an 
Heretique, but not as Pope, for the reaſons which 1 have even 
now mentioned. 

But he hath plaid his part mainely in point of Diſcipline: 
This molt properly belonging to Chrilts royall Office, as Do» 
Arine to his Propheticall. 

In the Diſcipline there are two things conſiderable. 

1, That which concerneth the Officer. 

2. That which concerneth the Natnre of his Office. 

In the caſe of the Officer, you have his Acceſſ? to his Office, 
and his Execxtion of the Office. In the firit Eleftiom and Ordi- 
nation are conſiderable. | 

By Gods rule his Electr is to be by the people ; his Ordina= 
tion from the people by the hand of the Presbytery. By the rule of 
Popery, a Minitter is Ordained by the Pope, and his Subſtitute, 
and is eleed by the ſame power, and in the ſame way. And 
as their Schoole darkens (with a miſt of theirtermes) what 
they cannot cleere: So doe T hele, to cloud their ſwarving 
from Chrilts rule, T hey raiſe up new termes, and inſtead ot 
Elef&ion, have Preſentation, Inſtitution, and Ind4uTion, The firlt 
isdone by the Patron, the ſecond by the Biſhop; a way which 
Chrilt never knew. Itis ſo well knowne to all men that Epi- 

ſeopacy traces thele very paths of Popes, that T ſhall not need to 
ſay more for this part of their Identity. 

In the execution of his Office there are As of two ſorts : 
ſome wherein he hath a Foyzt power with other; ſome where- 
in he is a ſole Agent : he is ſole in Church preaching, and in 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments; he is coadjutor to others 
in Admiſſion of members, in Excommunication, 

Under the Papacy, the Miniſter or Prielt hath the power of 
Preaching,and Adrniniſtration according to Gods Law (and 
thisonely with relation to the Biſhop, who in his Church 
ſuperintends:) But in the other he hath no powerfat all ; it 

is 


the Nature of Epiſeopacy. 


is wholly given up to the Pope, and by 'him commirted © 
the Piſhop, And thus the Pope may truely ( while he is Do- 
minus Dominorum) ſtile himſelte ſervum ſervorum: for he impro- 
priates all Oftic«@ himſelfe; and in liew of coadjutors gi- 
yen by God tothe Minilter, the Biſhop hath Officers appoin- 
ted him by the Pope. 

The Coadjutors of the Miniſters by the Word, in ſome ca» 
ſes were the People, in ſcme caſes the Elders and Deacons, and 
ſometimes People, Elders and Deacons : but the Pope in lieu 
of theſe hath inltituted another generation of helpers; and 
leſt that true name ſhould reduce true Ofhcers, he hath given 
them yer another title, as Apparitor, Surrogate, Chancellowr, Of- 
ficiall, Commiſſaries, Deanes, Church-reardens, Overſeers of the 
. poore, Inall which Epiſcopac), and Popery have fo twin-like 

a frame,that ſecing one,you ſee both ; Nee Soſia Siſte ſimilior, 
nec ſimie ſimia, Sofia is not more like to Soffa, noran Ape to 
an Ape: And ol leave that point, which concernes the Of- 
freer, 
In the Nature of his office it is conliderable, firlt, What the 
worke of his Office is : ſecondly, From what power : and 
thirdly,in what manner he doth it. 

For the firlt, the ſubje& matter of his office is Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments, Preaching, Admiſſion of members,Ex- 
communication. In reckoning theſe, the Pope contormeth 
to Gods Word, and ſo doth Epiſcopary ; for if we will erre,we 
nut ſometimes goe right, and then we may tranſgrefle with 
leſſe ſuſpicion. 

But conſider from what power the Miniſter of the Goſpell 
As. Hee ought not to borrow his Commillion from any 
but from Chriit, trom Scripture; and he ought to keepe cloſe 
to That: now the Papacy is wholly fteared by Traditions, 
Decretals, Councells, Canons, Colledge of Cardinals, and 


the Pope in the Chairze, where he cannot erre in matrers of 


Faith, The PandeQts of the Civill Law,are too tco boyitrous, 
and of too great extent for any Civilian to comprebend , an. 
yet that body of their learning is boyled upto ſuch a degree 
that it runnes over, and no memory is able to attaine it,more 
than to compaſſe perfe&ion in the learning of the Chinvez, 
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crofſe one another, and almoſt all tight againſt the Goſpell of 
Chrilt. | 

Doth not Epiſcopacy ( $; magna licet comgponere parvis, TFT 
may compare great things with ſmall ) rding to its mo- 
dicum, doe the ſame? I conteſſe with them the Scripmere is the 
rule : but who muit expound this Scripture? Synods,Coun- 
cels, Convocations, Bilhops, Archbiſhops.Some of thele ſome- 
times, ſomctimes all ot them. And though by their owne 


contellion, thele bind not mens Conlciences, yet they bind 


them to obedience : which obedience they doe preciſely chal- 
lenge, and when they faile thereof, they doe without the 
leait ſcraple of conſcience,proceed to Excommunication;fine, 
impriſonment,deprivation,and what not? In the meane time 
it is held a (in tor a Lay man at all to thinke of theſe ſtudies, 
The Prieſts lips (they ſay) mult preſerve knowlelge: It is a 
{ad cale (ſay they) when men with nnhallowed hands will 
touch the Arke, and with unſan&tified eyes, pry into theſe 
myſteries; and ſotheſe men, making the Scripture a Rule in 
appearance, doe in truth Monopolize all tothemelves: This 
isjuſtand flat Popery. 

{n the laſt place,the anmer which God hath preſcribed, is 
that every thing be done in decency and in order : with what 
ſingleneſſeand plaineneſſe may be: without any addition of 
mens inventions. The _ carrieth on hiv Juriſdiftion with 
pompe,and much outward glory ; They have commiſſions, In- 
jun&ions,Charters,Seales,Secretaries,Clarks, and a thouſand 
other inventions, to grind the face of the poore. Ep;ſcopacy hath 
its Courts, Snmmons, Clarkes,Seales, with other cercmonics 
of the like nature, 

Chriſts rale is, that Miniſters of equall ranke,ſhall all have 
equall power. Apoitles indecd were above Evangeliſts, and 
Evangeliſts above Paſtors and Teachers : but one Apoltle was 
not > cn nother, nor one Paſtor did not ſuperintend ano- 
ther. The Pope hath Prielt, Biſhop, Archbiſhop,Primate,Patri- 
arch, Cardina!l, Pope. And Epiſcopacy hath Minilters(now 
called Prieits ) Deacons, Biſhops, Archbiſhops,Primates, &c. 

The Scripture commandeth Preaching in ſeaſon, and out 
of ſeaſon, but with the Pope, and our Biſhops, all preaching 
3s now out of Seaſon, I am ſure out of taſhion in themſelves , 
and 
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andcryed downe in others : for with them, Ignorance is the 
mother of Devotion. 

The Scripture alloweth but two Sacraments ; the Pope ad- 
deth five ; and our Biſhops are ambiguous:T wo onely (they lay) 
are gexerally Neceſſary to Salvation;which may clearely intimate, 
thatthere are More than two; though perhaps not abſolutely 
Neceſſary to Salvation, or though neceſſary, yet not Generally 
neceſſary, to all men,in all times, ſtates and conditions what- 
ſoever, And ſo much the Papiits yeeld of their five Sacraments, 
nay,of (ixe of their ſeven : For, onely Baptiſme (they lay) is 
abſolutely and generally neceſſary to ſalvation ; the Exchariſt 
even with them, is not neceſſary to Intants, much lelſe Marr; 
mony, Orders,Confirmation, Penance,Untion.In what doe our Bi- 
ſhops then differ from Papilts in this? 

How doe they differ in Baptiſme ? Both Pope and Biſhops 
hold it neceffary, abſolutely neceflary to ſalvation. Yea, the 
moſt Moderate of Both, maintaine a | Baptiſmall-Grace, 
Equally confer'd to all partakers of that Sacrament. Indeed 
Our Biſhops doenot openly uſe Salt and Spittle, but yet they 
retainethe Croſſe, ( wo. much worſe) and begin to claime 
ſpicituallaJliances,as the Papilts doe. 

In the Lords Supper,the Pope makes { rather than findesan 
Hoſtia,an Altar,a Prieſt, asd this Prielt mult offer for the ins 
of the Quicke and Dead, Our Biſ-yps mult have Prieſts, Altars, 
a Sacrifice, Corporals, and what not that Papilts have? to ſay 
nothing of their Times and Geſtures,which ſure the Scripture 
never ſo determined, much lefle excluded any that could not 
yeeld to ſuch and ſuch circumſtances,which noneever thought 
could be more than Indifferent. 

In all Ordinances the Scripture now ſpeakes of no other 
Holinefle, than that which is Spirituall, Rationall, the Ho- 
linefle ofthe whole man, The Pope hath found out new Ho- 
linefſe, which he puts on Places, T mes, Veſtments, Bels, T apers, 
W _ Wafers, Coper, Baſonsr, Pots, and Cups, with other V= 
eenlies, 

And doe not our Biſhops ſo alſo? What meanes ſuch rigid 
preſling of Holy daies ? heads in Churches ? Holy Sur- 
_ What meane they elſe by their Holy Chalices ? _ 

nives? Holy Patents? Holy \ ? all which my be ſo 
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 an&ified by a devout Prieſt, that they may become profitable 
to the Soules of thoſe that uſe them. How then doe our Bi- 
ſhops differ from Papilts in adminiſtring Sacraments, Manner 
of all Ordinances ? 

And is thereany greater Difference In Admiſſion of Mem- 
bers, and Excommmnication ? This lalt being the lalt and greateſt 
Cenſure ofthe Church, by both Biſhops and Pope, is made 

.not onely moſt Common (as the humour moves them ) but 
alſo moſt Ridiculous ; being the uſuall appendix of one groat 
ſhort in our Reckonings with our Lord Biſhops Regilter, 
Proctor, or Apparitor, 

I would not be miſtaken here; I bring not in theſe Things 
of Dodtrine, or Diſcipline, as if by agreeing in One or Many 
of Theſe, I might convince Biſhops and Papilts{or the Pope) 
wereall one, The maine thing Idriveatin all this, is the 
—_— tountaine from whence All Theſe ſpring, and all 
the bankes that keepe in Theſe Rivulets ; That vertue and 
wer Which moves and aftuates all theſe in their proper 

Channels: And T his is Papall, 

For, what ever the Pope doth of his owne head, by his 
owne Power, Diating to his Vaſſals, as Head of the Church, 
This is truly Papall, and ſuch is the Power by which They 
uſurpe ſo much over mens perſons, and conſriences, in injoy= 
ning and preſfling ſuch or ſeach Doftrine or Diſcipline. 

So that a Biſhops wearing a Surplice, Cope, Miter ; uſing 
the Crofſe, Bowing to the Alrar, and many ſuch Things 
Cchough they may be Errors,yet All Theſe, or One of theſe) 
makes him not a Pope, a Popcling,or properly Antichriſti- 
an : But Recciving theſe trom the Popes DiCtates,doing them 
becauſe he commands, acknowledging his power in com- 
manding; This makes a Papiſt : and Commanding them, 
Preiling them on Others, in ſuch Deſpoticall power, makes 2 
true Pope, a Reall Antichriſt. 

Nor may Our Biſbops Evade by This ( which I eafily ſee 
will be anſwered) that though indeed they doe thele things; 
and command theſe Things ; yer they neicher doe them from 
the Popes Command, nor Command them in the Popes Power, 

Though I ſhould grant This, which yet many wiſe men 
will not grant, (tor, Oar Biſhops firit Power came from the 


Pope, 
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Pope, and of lare alſo We have found letters, advice, com- 
mands, DiQates from the Pope, to ſome of our Biſhops ; and 
that in Matters of greateſt Conſequence, both for Church 
and State ; Butgrant all they ſay, yet they may be Antichri- 
{tian, and (o ſuch in Re, as the Pope is ; though not literally 
Romaniſt;, Except they do,or command,in the power of Rome, 

This I ſhall be bold to aftirme,and maintaine, till I ſee bet- 
ter Reaſon, that He (whoever he be) that commands the lea(t 
tittle of NoCtrine or Diſcipline, meerely Ex imperio voluntatic, 
in his owne Power, and Authority ; without Licence or 
Warrant from Scripture or Right Reaſon, (where the Scrip- 
ture hath beene {iſenc) though the Thing he ſo commands 
ſhould happen to be good in icſelte: Yet He in his ſo comman- 
ding, is not onely T yramnicallbut Antichriſtian, properly An= 
tichriſtian;,Encroaching on the Royall Othce of Chrilt,which 
is truely High Treaſon againit God; and moſt properly Ar- 
richriſtianiſme, I care not whether we call him a Pope, Papiſt, 
Romaniſt, or any othername, I call him Antichriſt : and it 
you will call Antich-iſt by the name of Pope, I call ſuch an Im- 
perious Commander amongus, (though he have no (badow 
of Dependance on Rome,or Romilh Pope) an Engliſh Pope, I 
meane an Englith Antichriſt. 

I need not ſpend much time in ſhewing by what meme: ei- 
ther the Pope or our Bithops began, and continued to be {o 
Antichriſtian:Du P/eſis and Others have ſay'd me this labour. 
In a word,they have beene Theſe. With one hand they have 
laid pillowes under Princes, and all Governours (appointed 
by God ) that ſo they might tall ſoftly, while they thruſt 
them downe with the other (the ſtronger) Hand, Arme and 
all, When Thele have beene ſo ſurely, though gently, laid 
downe alleepe; They have bzene bold to tread on them,(yer 
with Pluſh {lippers,lelt they ſhould chance to wake, ſtirre,and 
getup againe ) and by Them, as ſo many ſtaires or iteppes, 
mount up themſelves into this Height of Tyranny. Thus have 
they {till oppoſed,and advanced them(elves,againit and above All 
that is calle God, or is worſhipped. And It with your owne 
thoughts you will pleaſe to goe on in the Chapter, you will 
finde ſome other 4cdia (as Lying Wonders, and others) by 
which they have aſcended, - ; 
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I fhall not neede to parallel Popith and Epiſcopall Media 
to Their Height.All the world fees them now,For,they were 
not done in a Corner. 

What meanes their crying up an unjuſt and illimited pow- 
er in Princes ? Is not This their bleating ont of an illegall un- 
warranted Prerogative(with which all our pulpits have rung 
of late) hnliedes tickle Princes till they be Juld atleepe ? or 
roſow pillowes under them,til] They themſelves can thruſt 
them downe;not onely from that Tyranny which Biſhops 
would perſwade them to uſurp;but alfo trom their wholfome 
and lawfull prerogative? 

W hat meaneth their Bnzzing in Princes Fares, That Kings 
cannot ſtand without ſuch Bithops? that if they ſhould be 
put downe, the Church,and State too, mult needs be Ruined? 
to This purpoſe they cry Blood, Blood ; They can never fall 
without Blood: fo ſome of them have vaunted, But Let them 
remember what Chriſt ſaid to One ( to whom they ſo much 
pretend) He that ſmiteth with the ſword,ſhall periſh by the ſword, 
They know allo whoſe Coat was ſent home to their Holy Fa- 
ther, with this Inſcription (written with his owne blood) 
Fudge Holy Father whether T hi be T hy Sonncs Coat or not. 
| Thavenot forgotten how they have dealt with the People, 
Minittry, Gentry, Nobility, All forts of men: For they have 
many |taires to itep up by,to ſuch an Height ; but Princes are 
their highett iteps,their firſt Arnie. 

Thar which they have moſt ſounded in the Peoples Eares, 
is the Church, the Church,the Temple of the Lord,the Tem- 
ple of the Lord! by This, as by a ſtalking horſe, they have 
come much neerer then cl{c they could.But now their Vizard 
beginnes to fall off, and Men beginne to ſee the true power 
of the True Church; and the Tyranny of that Antichriſtian 
Mock-Church ; which under the Maske of 1:differenre, hath 
brought in molt abominable Superltitions, and moit intole- 
rable {lavery on the Pertons, Liberties, Bodies, and Sow'es of 
Aer. For they have preiſed Conſciences,cven unto Galping : 
yea,and would not be latished, though they daily heard the 
lighes and groancs ot thole bleeding hearts, which themlelves 
had {tabd withthe poyſoned fword of Chirch-Indifference. 


Indecd they have uſed Both hands, and have ltricken with 


Bath. 
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Both. What the Keyes could not break, the Sword hath cur. 
And it had been much ntore tolerable, If This Sword had 

ierced no farther then the Eares of Men : with which they 
= yet beene much more bulie then He was, whom they 
bragge to have beene their firlt Predeceſſor. Yer me thinkes it 
was a ſad Omen thatthis Sword ſhould cut off the Fare of 
Malchw,which fignities(they fay) a Kinz,or Kingly Authority. 
At This they ſtrike indeed, chrough the Eares, and Hearts of 
ſo many Loyall SubjeRs. 

We neede nor ſeeke their End, in all This. It cannot be 
doubted, but by all Theſe Mer, they aime at One End, 
(which is allo the Popes) ro pull downe all Other Power, and 
{et up their owne. Thus, Thus they Oppoſe, and Exalt chem- 
ſelves above All that is called God,or is Worſbipped, as is more 
fully repreſented in another place of this Diſcourſe. 

Now let any man Living ſpeake : Are Theſe Biſhops, Theſe 
Ularping Prelates to be ſiffere:l in a Church, or State, where 
there is any reſpect to Right,Chnurch Government , or True 
State Policie? fince it is Evident They are truly P.7p4//, moſt 
properly Antichriftian , and as Antichritt, maſt Oppoſe and 
Exalt them(clves above all that is Worſhipped,or Called God: 
Which is molt True Popery, ( as hath beene demonſtrated) 
And as Popery , Deitraftive to all Church and State-Po- 
licie- 

Doubtlefſe jome fuch Apprehenfions as This, wrought in 
their Breaſts, who being offered,have refuſed Biſhopricks;and 
being poſſefied, could not relt cill they had Diſ-inveſted chem- 
ſelves againe. 

Hiſtories are fa!l of forraine and Domeſticke Examples of 
This tubjet. Such was Niceph. B'comnides choſen Patriarch 
of Conſtantinople. Werinzbaldixs choſen Biſhop of T rievr. The- 
yphilus Biſhop of Adiana. Aminomimn cut off his Eare, (being 
Biſhop) that ſo he might be uncapable of Thar FunCtion, 
Ergenius (the Philoſopher) left his Miniftery rather than 
he would bee a Biſhop. Baſſiances an Elefted Biſhop, was 
by Menno whipped before the Altar (three houres toge- 
ther) becauſe he would not be made a Biſhop. Adrian (with 
us) refuſed the Archbithopricke of Canterbury, being prel- 
fed thereunto, Two or Three Popes might come into this 
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Catalogue, Clement the firit was One : Et quis fruit Alter? Shall 
Iname Mares ? He neither retuſed, nor religned the Papa- 
cie; yet ſolemnely profeſſed be ſaw not how T hoſe that poſſe ſſed 


ſich high places could bee ſaved, 


Obur had Theſe pioully conſidered what good they might 
have done in ſuch high places, or duely remembred their 
Owne, or their friends, advancement, they could never have 
done This : But Ignoti) mellz crrpido, Men dehire not what they 
are ignorant of, 

For anſwer to This Objection, I ſhall give you ſome in- 
ſtances of Thoſe that have reſigned up their Biſhopricks af- 
ter they had held them long enough tor a full Tryall. Yea 
perhaps there be more of This kinde than of the other, 
though the Proverbe be, Ayrins Ejicitur quam non admittitur 
Hoſpes, It is harder to throw out a man, than at firit to keepe 
him out. 

Of Theſe were V/branius Biſhop of Shetnre, Arnzulphus Bi- 
ſhop of ents, Addo Bithop of Lions, V icerbus Biſhop of Ra- 
ti» bone, Henger Biſhop of ents, Michael! Biſhop of Ephbeſer, 
with many more, 

Amonglt our Owne was Edmnd Boniface,and Robert Kal- 
warby, (Both Arch-Biſhops of Cantcrbury ) Will. Beauviſe and 
Will:am De $ ant Maria (Biſhops of London.) One of Lincoln, 
and Two of Coventry. I may adde Miles Corerdale, who being 
deprived in Queene Maries dayes would not be re-inveſted in 
Queene Eliz.abeths, but taught a Schoole. T here is One Pope 
Cornelius: And Gregory the Great, muſt not be forgotten, who 
ſaid, He that affefts the Primacie of the who/e Church, muſt be Anti= 
chriſt, os His Predeceſſor. 

It ſome few allows, or men of Geneva,ſhould declaime 
againit Epiſcopacie, They would prevaile but lictle, becaulc it 
would be {aid of Them, perhaps (as of That great diiturber 
of the Church of old) Inſaninnt, quia non ſunt Epiſcopi, They 
rage,becauſe themſclves are not Bithops : But now Ex Ore Tuv 

judi-aberi, Your owne mouths ſhall condemne you. Biſhops 
contend with Biſhops: not with Words, but Deeds. I beſeech 
you conſider that Fleſh and Blood is not wont to refuſe, or 
part with ſich great Advantages : Sure we may conclude 


there is ſomewhat that ſtings within, Latet Angais in Herba, 
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There is a Snake under the greene Graſſe. Theſe Good men, 
doubtleſſe, found a Sting, and they would not kickeagainlt 
Prickes. 

When Saint Paul (a Great Philoopher) bids us beware leit 
we beentangled with Philoſuphy: When Solomon (who had ta» 
{ted all the dainty Cates Nature could provide or dreſſe) cries 
out, All is Vanity, All is Vanity: When Bithops themelves 
(who have fully enjoyed all the ſweernefſea Biſhops Honour 
- can afford) ſhall pauſe and cry, It is Enough, It is Enough, 

Non iterum bibam venenum, I will drinke poylon no more, (as 
once Daocleſian, of his Empire) Sure there muſt be ſomething 
worth retieting on; a faire warning tor our Preſent or Fu= 
ture Biſhops. 

O you Judges of the Earth, why will you not bewiſe? O 
you Senators (for ſuch our Bilbops are) why will you not 
learne .Wiſedome? God forbid that of You ſhould be ſaid 
( what the Spirit ſpeaketh of ſome ) I hy ſhozld they be ſmitten, 
T bey rebell more and more ? Why ſhould they be reproved, T bey will 
ſtill doe fooliſhly ? 

Yet but for a little while; For I am confident yet, within 
few Teares, if not Monetbs,if not Dayer, the God of Peac: and 
Truth will deliver his Church ot This heavy yoke, from 
which ( with the Letury Give me leave to conclude ) Good 
Lord deliver us. 
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SECTION IE 


Conlidereth how Conſonant ſuch Epiſcopacy 
is citker to ſound Antiquity or Scriptere, 


4+ — —— 


Crap. I. 


Some Antiquities produced by a late moſt learned 
and Reverend Patron of Epiſcopacy, 
are diſcuſſed, 


Ea Aving cleerely proved how uncompatible Our 
A (35 Epiſcopacy is to Civill Government in State 
8 Policy ; let us now conſider whether it may 
g ſhelter itſelfeunderthe Myſterious Covertof 
Antiquity, 

I could heartily wih,that in matters which 
receivetheir being from Scriptyre , ſo immediately as Church 
Diſcipline doth , wee might make the Scriptare (which is a 
ſufficient rule) our ſole guide, our ſole moderator. But as Here- 
tickes in theday of Judgement ſhall cry cothe mountaines 
rocover them; ſo Hereſics now alſo, fly ro the craggy rockes 


* of remoteſt times: and in ſuch darke corners hopeto ſhelter 


them{lves. 

Thither alſo we will follow them, quo fata trahant , whi- 
ther their de{tiny drives them,we will adyance, Not doubting 
but tounkennell thoſe little Foxes : noping even with Golials 
ſword to lay Geliah in the duſt, andbring the fiye —_ 
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ciſed Princes of the ( anaanites, totheir jul cenſure, before the 
Kingor Captaines ofthe /ſratlites. | 

hete is a molt Reverend man,famous fot learning, (eſpeci= 
ally for chat learning which isnot open to every eye) hath ta- 
ken upon him the defenſe of this Cauſe:I ſhall therefore in few 
words pteſent to Him my thoughts upon thoſe His determi- 
nations ; Concluding with Philip of Macedon, that if I can 
but win the chiefe City, the whole Countrey is gained : Then 
I ſhallfee, whether Thoſe things which are preſſed by others, 
be not altogether ineffeuall ro determine the point which 
they diſpute. And ſoI ſhall leave thedecifion of This, tc the 
judgement and opinton of the learned. 

BeforeI conſider that Treatiſe in the parts of it, give mee 
lexveto ſay that which is moſt true, and I hope will fatisfie all 
men. It every word of tha# his booke were true; yer itis little 
tothe point : For the Queſtion is nor, Whether there have been 
Biſhops ever ſince Chriſtstime ; but, Whether theſe have 
had power overtheir brethren : or, Whether one Biſhop hath 
had JuriſdiRion over another. And this Queſtion is double. 

Firſt, Whether they have had avy ſuperintendence one h 
aboveanother, 

Secondly, Whether this hath beene mixt with that Lord- 
tinefſe which now is uſed ; forcing obedience by the edge of 
the Sword, where the Keyes can giveno entrance : Andof 
this, in the whole bookethere is not the leaſt hint, »e gry qui= 
dew. Though thisalſo were not enough for our Queſtion ; 
which is not only of their Lordly power in Eccleſiaſticis, but 
alſoin ( milibus. 

In the firſt Querie, weſhall quickly joyne iſſue; agreeing 
with our Antagoniſts, that there have beene Biſhops (viz. Mi- 
niſtersof the Goſpel) who have had a Scripture power in mat- 
ter of Government, over particular flocks : but the other wee 
doe abſolutely and confidently deny. 

Firſt, heendeavoureth to provethe ſucceſſionof ſeven and 
rwenty Biſhops, inthe ſeatof Timerhy: and this he eſſayeth 
by one fingle (nor toſay ſimple) witneſle, a certaine man 
tamed Leontins ; whoſe writings have not delivered him fa- 
mous to us for learning, nor hisexemplary holinetſc (mention 
ned by others) famous for piety. Tiwly 
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Truly,a manof _ authority than he, (as Papias, Igna- 
tine, Polycarpus, who,almoſt all, knew the Apoſtles) ſhall not 
be of credit ſufficient to ſway my faith in this point : Not bur 
that they were moſt worthy men ; but becauſe all Antiquity 
| hath paiſed the refining porof the Index expurgatorim,l ſhall 
conſider well, before 1 ſubſcribe. And ſhall I then givecredit 
roanunknowne Author,intheſethings that were acted almoſt 
five bundred yeares before his birth ? Letthe world judge 
whether it be equal], 

Neither isthis Author q uoted, from witneſſe ofhis owne ; 
but out of a Councell. Now how Councells have beene abu- 
ſed, thoſe who haye ever had place. or note in great, Aſ- 
ſemblies, can too well tell : wherethereis almoſt no Order 
drawne up, but after a ſerious review, reducing the miſtakes 
of the Clerkes, to the ſenſe of thoſe who did frame the Order, 
which mightelſe come forth diſorderly. 

By what I haye already faid , That other teftimony 
brought from a fatherleſſe Treatiſe of Timothy's Martyrdome, 
citedonly by PFotixs, (alearned man, wholived ſeven or eight 
Centuries afier Chriſt ) will be of no weight : for Photizs doth 
but ſay he read it, Hear»ſay in matter of judicature is no good 
teſtimony : and reports in matrer of = , atthe ſecond 
hand, are gocd to amuſe thoſe who deifie venerable Antiqui- 
ty ; bur will never edifie thoſe who defire to bottome their 
rc ſolutions upon ſoundReaſon. 

The teſtimonies of Felix, Joby of eAntioch, and Theodore, 
are not of age ſufficient to be regiltred among the Ancients, or 
to bee valued becauſethey are 01d, Iconfefle, T ſet a greater 
value upon {gnatius and /rexevs, who affirme, Polycarrus was 
made Brſhop of Smyrna, by St. John; but this mult nor be of 
undeniableauthority. 

For of [gnatiz I (hall :ffirmethis, that All thoſe who are 
any whit learned in Antiquity, know that five of his Epiſtles 


are ſpurious ; and how unmingled thoſe are which we allow 4 
ro be his, we doe not know , who looke upon Antiquity at : F 
ſuch a diftance, Butallow itto bectrue, rhat Oneſimns was ? 

Biſhop of Epheſus , Polycarpus Biſhop of Smyrna,Fc. This s 


may betrue , butevinceth in no meature the Queſtion in dif 
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pute ; Which js not of a Biſhop in generali, but fuch a 
Biſhop, 

The Authority of Tertullian alſo, is of the ſame credit ; Hee 
tells us that Polycarpus was placed by Saint Johnat Smyrna; 
and at Rome ( lement by Saint Peter. This no body will dif 
pute (though 1 am not Sa nd to belceve Kt.) But where is the 
reſſe of this Argument? 

In the laft place, that of ( lement eAlexandrinus is 25 much 
queſtioned asallthereſt. Butaliow irto bee true, that John 
did appoint Biſhops, they have gained nothing ; for I ſhall al- 
low that Chriſt alſo hath inflitured Biſhops , and that Bis 
ſhops are Jure divino ; yea, | will allow that they areto feed 
Chriſtsflocke, to rule (hriſts inheritance, in Chriſts ſenſe : 
bur | ſhall never allow oftheſe Biſhops , which are now the 
ſubje& of our diſpute. 
| Thereare Three ſorts of Biſhops, as Beza ſaith + Thereare 
of Gods Inſtitution, and they are thoſe who have a power over 
theirproper flock, with the reſt ofthe Church, and noother, 
There are alſo of Mars Inſtitmtion ; and thisever overfloweth 
into the Neighbour Pariſh, And laſtly, thereis a Demonicall 
Biſhop ; and this is he who challengeth the Sword, as well as 
the Keyes. 

This laſt may well be ſtiled Demorical!; for ſure God never 
erected this order ; nor Ma» in his right ſenſes ; Where it will 
then fixe, iscleereenough. Even on him, Whoſe darke My- 
ſteries, moſt of theſe men have beene yery well acquainted 
with, 

Thelong Robe and the Sword doe not well agree, To ſee a 
Lawyer tyed to his Sword till he put off his Gowne, is not fo 
comely ; but to ſee a paire of Lawne ſleeves to ſtifle a Scepter, 
if it were but on a ſtage, I would cry our , Speftatum admiſf 
ri/um teneatis, Can you ſee it,and not burſt out into laughter? 
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SuCT. IT. Crap, II, 


Our Biſhops Ele&ion, Delegation, e&&c. exams- 
ned by Antiquity. 


3 7 Hus having run through that little Treatiſe, (yet with 
ſome wonder, that a perſon of his profeſſion , piety, and 
knowne learning ſhould doe that, which might in any ſenſe 
ſeeme to impoſe on thoſe whom hee loveth) I proceed toſome 
etherthings, which I finde produced from Antiquity, bythe 
om Fatrons of that kinde of Epiſcopacy which we now 
oppoſe. 

Per by the way , I muſt note herealſo, Thateither none 
ſcemetoftatethe Queſtion (berweene us ) right ; or elſe, all 
ſeemetodeſert it, 

Our Queſtion (as I have often ſaid) is not ofthe name of 
Biſhop or his power in Eccleſiaſticalls only ; bur alſo, and 
mainly of his (#villpower, and T emporalls, Which allthe 
Patrons of E piſeoper ſceme to ſhun,as a dangerous Rock ; and 
hovering aloofe off , goe about to prove by Antiquity, that 
Biſhops had this Name, and ſome power even in the Primi- 
tive Church ; which (though Ithinke none can forcemeto be. 
leeve, yer) I diſpute not ; But demand whether any Biſhops 
had ſuch power in Eccleſiaſticis,& Civilibus,as ours now haye 
in England. 

Yer, becauſethey inſiſt ſo much on Antiquity, for Eccleſia- 
fticall Epiſcopacy, | will be content to follow them there allo; 
beleeving we ſhall findenoone foot-flep (in true Antiquity) 
of ſuch a Biſhop as wee now have cltabliſhed in England, 
though we ſhould trip him of all Civillpower, and conſider 
him only in Eccleſcaſticis. 

Shall I begin with his EleZ/0n? which indeed is ſomewhat 
higherthan they uſe(perhapsdare)to begin. I can produce ma= 
ny Antiquitiesto prove the Eleftion of all ( hmrch Officers, was 
in the Pcople ; yea, and thatfor divers ages after the Apoliles ; 
who indeed at firſt appoinced theſe themielves 7 and good rea 


fonwhy, when there were no People to chooſe their _ 
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till converted by the Apoſtles; who afterward left 7 his Power 
to theWhole ((hurch, rightly con{lirured. And this continued 
in the Charch for divers ages: as appeares by Conſtantines Epi- 
ſtlerothe Church of Nice; eAthanaſina alſo ad Orthodoxes ; 
And Saint Cyprians fixth Epiſtle; with many inltances more, 
which might be, anddaily areproduced. 

Ieistrue, that afterthe Apoſtles, and purer times of the 
Church were gone,the Clergy began to lord it over the people, 
and to bereave them of their due priviledge 3 yea, ofc times 
agreed among themſelves ro chooſe One Superintendent (as 
we may call him) whom they calicd Father, and Biſhop; and 
inthis perhaps they did not amiſle, if this Biſhops power re- 
fied only on the Clergy , and never reached tothe people ; 
who elſe ſure by all reaſon ſhould have had a yote in chooiing 
any Officer, much more ſuch a great Commander. 

But let all the Patrons of Epiſcopacy produce me one found 
Antiquity for ſuch EleRion,as is now in uſe with us, Let them 
from undoubted Antiquity for three hundred yearcs after 
Chriſt, (nay much more, for Icafily ſeetheirevaſion) let 
them, I ſay, ſhew me but ane inſtanceof our {onge @' eſlire : Ic 
is the thing ſpeake of, not the Word. 

Letthem ſhew me (except in the darke times of Popery ) 
power given to tenor twelve Men(except all the Clergy expli- 
citely confented) to chooſe ſuch a Biſhop. And yer this is nor 
halfe that which lies in our,Ele&tions ; which indeed arenot 
at all made, by ſo much , asthe Chapiter of any Cathedtall, 
but received only by thoſe who darenor refuſe it 2 but of this I 
ſpake beforein thefirſt SeRtion, 

Iam Content to paſſe their Ele&ion, (which I perccive 
none of them care much to examine ;)and come to the E xe- 
cntion of their Office, In which I might inftancein twoor 
three maine points ; asſole Ordinatien , fole Juriſdiction, 
Delegation, & Cc. 

I mect with none that take upon them to defend this laft ; 
which as a Great Stateſ-man obſerved many yearcs ſince, was 
a thing ar firſt view, mofi monſitrcus, and untcaſonable. For, 
will any man living thinke it reaſonable my Lord Keeper 


fhould, ad placiowms , delegate whom hee will to keepe _ 
Seale, 


». 
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Seale, and judge in Chancery, without conſentof his Ma jet 


and the State, that entruſteth him with this great Office ? Yet 
Theſe Menhold it fictoentruſt a Vicar. Generall , Chancel- 
lors, Officialls, Surrogates, ( and yet under. Officers) tokee 
the Scale, yea, weild the Sceptcr of Chriſt, andallthe ( harch, 
which yer they fay isentruſted with them. But with whom 
havethey leftthe ſheepe in the Wilderneſſe ? Werethere no- 
thing elſe butthis , I cannot but hold our Epiſcopacy an into» 
lerable Tyranny ; ſeeing a Biſhops Dog , (1am nor much a- 
miſſe) lording it over the People, Miniſters, Gentry,Nobility, 
Al! : while his Maſter is perhaps Reyelling, Dicing, or doing 
worſe; for worſe they doe. 

Nor is thisany way to be helped, while to one Lord Biſhop 
isgranted fo valt a Territory ; which yer hee commandeth as 
ablolutely under that molt ſignificant terme of Dioceſan, 
Primate, or Metropolitan, as any Temporall Princecan doe, 
by the name of Earle, Duke, King. Emperor, or any other. 

I oft remember the dry Oxc-hide, that was brought tore- 
preſent eAlzxangers great Nominions : But I ſee them(o farre 
from tandingonthe middle, (tokeepdowne all) that indeed 
they ofc touch it not at all ; but are aCtingthe Lord Temporall 
(1 might fay more)remote enough from their own Dioceſe. 

W hich yet of it ſelfc is oft ſo large, that no one man living 
cculd ſofficiently YVi/it and Over-ſee it, except he could get the 
Pope to Tranſubſtantiate himalſo, and lo geta Ubiquitarian 
Body. To ſupply which he is ofc forced ro puffe up his wide 
{leeves, and looke very big : And yet much, yea moſt of all 
his Office, mult be done by Delegates; who areoft,yea uſual- 
ly thelowelt dregs of baſe(t men. 

In goodearnett, I would thankeany man, that can ſhew 
me one good Antiquity to countenance ſuch Delegation of an 
entrulicd Office, to Deputies, ſpecially ro ſuch Deputies, as 
themſelves doenor, cannot truſt, 

Doth any man darc, or can any manthinkeir fit, to Dele 
gate the Tuition or Education of a tender Prince , commicted 
to his ( harge or Care, by his Royall Father ? I beſcech you ; 
Is not the fJocke of Chriſt Ailed by the Spirit of Chriſt, An 


Holy Prieſft-hood , « Royall People ? Shallirthen befir, or 
lawfull, 
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lawfull for any manto tranſinitthisrruft to any whomſoever? 
eſpecially roſuch a crue of fairhleſſe Hirelings? God forbid. 


SECT. Il. Cyuaye. TIT. | 
Of Ordination,whether proper onely to Biſhops : #7 equally com- 
mitted to all Presbyrers : diſcuſſed by Ancient Authorities. 


Shall paſſetheir Sole Jariſdiftionalſo, being the Common 
| rom: of allchar write ofthis Queſtion ; ſpecially when I 
finde ſome of themſelves diſclaime that Epither of So/e : and 
ifthey can be content to leave thisour, I hayeleſſe toſpeake 
againlt chem. 

We come to Ordination ; or to ſpeake as they uſe, (though 
ſomeofthem love not to heareof it) Sole Ordination, This is 
the maine and Maſter-piece of all Epiſcopacy, All things elſe in 
the Church , they yeeld equally committed to Presbyters ; 
onely Impoſition of Haxds , they ſay, is folcly retained to the 
Biſhop ; ſo Downham, Bilſon, and of late one of their owne, 
that offers to yeeld the Cauſe, for one example of Lawfull 
Grdination by Presbyters without a Biſhop, 

; Onecxample? what darehe ſay, France, Belgium, noparts 
of Germany hath Lawfull Ordination, though by ſole Presby- 
rers, without Biſhops ? Downham 1s ſomewhat more mode=- 
rate, and yeelds ſuch Orders Lawfull; but in caſe of Neceſſity, 
orat leaſt ſomegreat Exigency : in which he hath the C harity 
ro include theReformed C hurches abroad, though as he ſaith, 
T hey are of age, and might ſpeake forthemiclyes, 

But they urge us to ſhew eAnriquity allowing any ſuch 
Ordination without a Biſhop. It hath beenc ſhewed, and yer 
never anſwerd (that 1 know ) that ſome. ouncels have inti- 
matedenough ; Presbyters were wont of old to Ordaine with- 
cut Biſhops. 

Asthat of eAncyra, (an. 12. It ſhall not bee tawfyll for 
C horiepiſcopi , or Presbyters to Ordaine , wthont conſent of the 
Biſhop, & iniza mgvxi gy In another Pariſh {for ſo the words 
arein Ba/ſzwon,though ſome of themſelves tranflate the words 
very ſtrangely.) Which cleerely intimates , That before this 
Canon, Presbyters and Choriepi/copi who had not ill Ordi- 


nation, 
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nation from three Biſhops , though ſome had ſo,) did uſually Oy 
dain without theBiſhops leave,(much more withour his nw Oy 
and that too in Other pariſhes beſides their Own;Elſe it is range 
the Councell ſhould now forbid it, if It had never been done be= 
fore. Nay, the Canon doth nut now abſolutely forbid it, (which 
is much to be marked) but one!y commands, the Biſhops leaye 
ſhould be asked to all ſuch Ordmaciens, But if This mpoſition of 
hands were a Sole property of Biſhops, ( as now ſome make it )the 
Biſhop could not give leave, or depute others to do it, For, This, 
even among them{clves isa received Axiome , Hpijeopue voteſt dele- 
gareea que /unt Juriſdiftionis , non ea que ſunt Ordinis , A Biſh 
may delegate thoſe things which concen Juriſdiction , bur nor 
thoſe things which concern Order, 

Hithertoalſo may be referred all thoſe Canons that require Preſe 
byters to Lay on their hands with the B:hop in Ordination: As 
{#n.3.Concil. Carth, about the year 4: $. and that of Aker, 400. 
years after: Yea,and this wasthe practice of the Church in St Cy= 
prians time, as appears by his 6.and 58.Epi/t, So Jerome inhisB. 
piltle to Rome , and St Ambroſe among his Epiſtles Book to. Yea, 
and This is our Law alſo; which requires Coad;wtors to Biſhops in 
Ordination: Conſonant doubtleſſe tothe moſt Ancient practiceof 
the Primitive Church , even in the Apoſtles Times; as appears by 
that of Paxl to Timothy,on whom were laid the Hands ot the Pret- 
bytery ; not of the Presbyrerate, or one Presbyrer, as learned Ma» 
ſter T hornaick, not onely yeelds, but proves ; who yet is no enimy 
to Biſhops. 

Neither could I ever finde one good Antiquity againt Ordina- 
tionby Presbyrcers, or for Sole Ordination by Biſhops. 1 finde in» 
deed Collythws, and ſome others, Unpriclted by Councels, becauſe 
Ordained by Presbyters alone; but That AR of the Presbyrers was 
done in faction,againlt the Biſhop, and their fellow Brethren. Yea, 
and in moſt caſes,if not in all, Thoſe Orders{ ſo annuiled by Coun= 
cels) were conferred by onePrie(t alone,and fo were indeed as un» 
lawful!, as if by one Biſhop alone. 

I might adde, that ſome Great men of good Note, have ſtrongly 
maintained, all thoſe Councels erred , which fo Unprieftcd 1 hofe 
that had been Ordained by a Prebyter, or Presbyters , wichour a 
Biſhop. Amongſt Theſe are {ome of Note in the Popiſh Church 
It being a Common Inſtance among the School-men , &(pr io, 
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Whether Orders once confer'd could be annul'd ; and they all 
conclude the contrary, Yea, and many of theſe alſo ſtrongly prove 
that Priefis may as well Ordaine a5 Biſhops ; and their Reaſon 
ſeemes very good ; for,ſay they, Sceing a Prielt can Confecrate, 
and by Conſecration Tranſubſtantiate,(whick is more, ) W hy can 
he not alſo Adminiſter the Sacrament of Orders, which is lefle? 

Yea, and ſome of them dare affirme, Neicher Biſhop nor Pope 
can licence Prieſts to give Ordination, exceptthe Power of Orai- 
xation be de jure, in Presbyters : For they all yeeld the Pope him- 
ſelfe cannor licence one that is not a Prieſt , to Conſecrate the 
Hofte ; becauſe none bur Prieſts have that Power of Conſecration. 
And a Licencedoth not copfer Orgers without Impoſirion of bands, 
as they ailgrant, 

For n:y owne part , Tever thought that of Bucer moſt Ratio- 
nall, Dens non ſimpliciter ſingularibus Perſonis, ſed Eccleſiz Ordi- 
wandipotefFatemtradidit , God hath not committed the Power of 
Ordination to nt Perſons , but tothe Charch, For foin- 
deed it ſeemes the Worke of the whole Church, who are to Ele, 
to teſtifie alfo, and ſcaletheir Ele&tion by Laying on their hands : 
And the Presbytery are but the Churches ſervants in this At. I 
could heartily wiſh it were reduced tothis againe , which I fully 
conceive to be molt agreeable to Right Reaſon, Scripture, and All 
Good (untainted) Antiquity, "Yet till this be againereftored , I 
much defirethe Prelates would leave off ſome of the Ceremonies, 
which Ihearetheyuſein it, (though not by Law Ithinke,) le 
they drive all good men from taking Orders, 


SECT. FH. Cyar.1lv. 
Of the Name and Office ef a Biſhop in Scripture. How little or 
how much the Scripture ma+es for , or againſt Biſhops : Divers 
Texts are d/enled, 


Shall now paſle from this kinde of Church Antiquity, and 
paſſe tothe beſt Antiquity, the infallible Truth of God, in Ho- 
ly Scripture, 1n it I ſhall ſhew thereislittlefor, much againſt Bi- 
thops ; whether we conſider the Name or Office of a Biſhop, as 
now it is ſetled, 
The Name I finde but foure times in all the New Teſtament : 
In twoof which,the Name is fo indifferengly uſed, that it maketh 
| | * nothing. 
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nothing towards an ſue of this Queſtion. Thoſe are, x Tim,z. 
verſe 1,2,3. and 1 Pet. 2,25. And what can be gained from hence, 
truely I ſce not. 

Inthe other places ic maketh againſt them, as I ſhallſhew more 
at large by and by. 

But the Word Elder, (a true Biſhop) is uſed ewenty feverall 
times in the New Teſtament. And you ſhall findethe Apoliles 
honouring this Naweſo much , that oge ofthem files himlclfe an 
Elder, but none calls himſelfe a Biſhop. Indeed Judas is ſo called; 
Who (as it were Prophetically) behaved himſelfeſo , that his 
Arch- Biſhopricke was given to another. I doubr not but the Spirit 
fore-ſawthis Word would be quickly mounted high enough ; fo 

"that it brands Jadas firſt with this ile. 

Of much more Majeſty is the Word Presbyter, which fignifics 
Senior, Under the Law Youth was bound to pay Tribute to Gray 
haires ; and Sexatzs of old was fo ſtiled, a Senioribus ; Whereas 
Epi copm ſignifies nothing but an Over- ſeer : And ſuch indeed Bi- 
ſhops have beene for many yeares, 

Perhaps the Name of Biſhop is ſometimes (though rarely) 
uſed, that the wilfully blinde might tumble : But the Name Preſ. 
byrer very frequent ; that thoſe who love Truth and Light, might 
fill ſee ſuch a Glympſethat might Enlighten them in the midtt of 
Egyptian darkneſſe : from which, I doubt not, but God will de- 
liver all Chriſtendome in due time. 

I canfinde as little alſofor the Office of a Biſhop, as for his 
Name in Scripture, yea much leſſe. I can finde our Saviour rebu=- 
king his Diſciples, ftriving for precedency, ſaying, Hee that will 
be firſt ſhalibe tait. I can finde St. Peter ſaying, Lordit not over the 
flocke of ( brit : And St. John branding Dietrephes with ſecking 
the Preheminence. 

But where ſhall we findethe uſurped Cffice of cur Biſhops in all 
the Scripture? can they finde it (by a multiplying glaſſe) where 
evcrtheyſee the Name of Biſhop, though = in a Poſtſcripr, 
of Saint Paxls Epiſtles, Whither 1 ſee many tof them fly for their 
owneName? X 

I muſt confeſſe I have found ſome Preſcripts of Davids Plalmes 
(and other Texts) ro bee now part of Scripture ; bur never yet 
found any Poftfcript of fuch Authority.I date not therefore giveir 
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Which, firſt, were never {that I could learne) received by the 
Church for Awthentick Scripture ; nor ever fully joyned to the 
Scripture,bur by ſome diſtinive note,till our Biſhops times. Yea, 
ſome antient Copies haye them not ar all ; as one very old Greeke 
Copy in Oxford Library, if I be not mil-informed. 

Againe, theſe Poitſcripts have many Imprebabilitics, and ſome 
repugnancies, as many learned mcn obſerve, 

As that of thefirft ro Timethy ; From Laodicea the chiefeſt City 
of Phrygia Pacatiana, Which ſure was never ſo ſubſcribed by Saint 
Panl, who would not have ſpoken of a Firſt Epiſtle, when as yet 
there was no ſecond, nor appearance of any. Againe, the Epither 
Pacatiana came from Pacatianu a Roman Deputy, 3 00. yeares 
after Saint Pax wrote, 

The Epiltle to Tix is thus ſubſcribed,(or rather ſuperſcribed, ) 
To Titus, ordained the firft Biſhop of Creet ; from Ncopolis of CMa= 
cedonia : Þut it ſhould have been added ; hither Saint Paul meant 
ro come | nA | 09" butwas not there at his writing ;, asap= 
peares very probably from the third of che ſame Epilile, ver/e 13+ 
But what meanes that Phraſe, Biſhop of the C harch in Creer? was 
there but one C harch in all Creet ? This ſounds not like the Scrip= 
rureſtile; which alwaies exprefleth Nationall Congregations by 
Churches in the Plural. But it may very well be, Tits was Bi- 
ſhop (or Paſtor) but of one Chmrch in Creet : ſothat we ſhall not 
need to contend about this, 

Our Adverfaries themſelyes yeeld, there cannot be muchurged 
from theſe Subſcriptions. Baroning, Serrerius , and the Khemiſts, 
will ingenuouſly confeile fo much ; and Biſhop Whirgift alſo a= 
gainſt Mr, Cartwright, 

The Poſſcripts failing , where will they ſhew either Nameor 
Office of a Biſhop as now it is uſed ? I know their trong Fort, Tie, 
1.5. For thus canſe 1 left thee in (| reet, that thouſhouldeft ſet in order 
the things that are wanting, ard ordaine Elders inevery City, Oc, 
Herethey thinke the power of a B:thep i« ſer forth atlarge. 

But what if ſo? Wil they be content to be limiced ro this power ? 
if ſo, we ſhall theſooner agree. ] thinke no man ever thought, good 
Titxs had a Commitſion here to draw the © ivill Sword ; oro 
much as to ſtrike with his ( hxrch Keyez. 

Letus a little examine this Commiſſion ; which ſcemes but 2 
Briefe of a larger Pategt which Saint Par had given him before. 
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If we firſt examine the Date of this { ommiſſion , weſhall finde 
it before any Church Government was fetled ; and ſoan Extra. 
ordinary Caſe, not fic, pethaps not lawfull, tobeproduced asa 
conſtant preſident. 

Extraordinary Caſes of Neceſſity, breake through the Cereme- 
niall, yea, Morall Law too. The Shew-Bread may refreſh fainting 
David ; Cain and Abel! may marry their owne filters topropa- 
gat: the World ; Sm! airy be a Prieſt, though not of eAarons 
Houſe, as was ſhewed before. And why then may not an Extra» 
ordinary way be taken in the firſt ſerling of Church Government, 
where f tvs isy ct none ſecled? Any man might now in the con= 
verſion of the eAmricans, or ( hinozs , give dire&tion how to ad= 
mit Members, clcct Paſtors, exerciſe the keyes, &c. This 7 @#s 
did, and no more, 

But ſecondly , in what manner his Commiſſion was, I know. 
not ; and nothing can be proved from hence,tilthat be agreed up- 
on. Itis as piobable he did it but nſeruttive, exhortative,and not 
imperative, | y way of infiruction, and exhortation, not by way 
of command, 

Timothy received his gift by impoſition of Presbyteriall hanls. 
Tf an e:traotdinary gift was conveyed in an ordinary way, Why 
mightnot an ordinary calling, and affaires of an ordinary nature, 
be managed by an extraordinary man, becarried forth in an ex- 
traordinary way ? The contraty is not proved, and ſothis mult 
till thin, be Incft.ualicothem. 

Bur thirdly, and laſtly, 1befeech you confider by what power 
hedid it : by the power of an Evangeliſt, There are two ſorts of 
them, 

1, Who write, 

2- Whopr: claimethe Goſpell in ane«traordinary way, asco--. 
adjutorsaad meſſengers tothe Apoſtles inthis great worke. 

Of chis laſt fort certainely he was *. A Biſhop he was not; for *5ce x; 
our adverfaries doeallagree, that it iS che duty .of a Biſhop care Cvr-8- 2.3. 

fer incumbere, to watch over his charge: now this he did not, for 
if Creet was his Charge (which in no way , neither by Scripture 
nor. Antiquity is proved) he did not attend it ; for we findehim 
continually journeying up and downe ; he leaveth Creet and- 
commeth to Epheſus, from thence heis ſent to Corinth , after that 
into CMacedoxia, from Macedonia he is returned tothe Cori 
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thians, Neither is it to be found in Hiſtory, that he ever returned 
to Creer. Thus, if I miſtake not , the Text is lefle advantageous 
than the Poſtſcript. | 

Somethink tofind Epiſcopacy eſtabliſhed in that example of S, 
John, writing to the Angels of the ſeven Churches, But this is 
Argumentum longe petitum, a far fercht argument, 

Becauſe Paw/endorſeth the Letter of a Corporation , or an A(- 
ſembly, to the moſt eminent man in the _ 4 ; Therefore 
he ſhall have ſole Juriſdition ; therefore the Mayor ſhall haye 
ſole power without the Aldermen ; Ef? par ratio, The reaſon is the 
ſame. 

When Pax! writes tothe Church of the Theſſalonians '1 Theſ. 
5wv27.) commanding That Epiſtleto be read to all the holy Bre. 
thren ; the Church of the Theſſalonians ſhould have Juriſdiction 
over other Churches : which truly Ido not think to be a fixong 
Argumentation. 

Secondly,the Word is taken colleively for the Aſſembly and 
chargeof Miniſters, and not for One,as appeareth evidently Rev, 
2.V-24- ) Heſaith, ſpeaking tothe Angel, Ts you, and tothe reſt in 
T hyatira : he puts the ons inthe plurall number , which he 
would not haye'done,had he written toa ſingle Biſhop. 

Thirdly, theſe Epiſtles are writtento the whole Church for the 
threats and promiſes are read tothem, and the Eprpbonema of eve- 
ry Epiſtle is this, Hethat hath ancare let him hear what is poken to 
the Churches, 

But yert if this ſuperſcription could give any advantage to the 
Angel, it would but extend to his own congregatirn. 

The Laodicean Avgel hath no\nfluenceu pon thePhiladelphiax or 
the Smyrnire; & if that be not proved,nothing is gained inthe point 
of Epiſcopacy, except it could beproved, that theſe Angels had in 
their care many congregations under theſe particular Churches ! 
which never hath, nor ever will appear. I hope it is manifeſt to all 
menthat they cannot eltabliſh Eprſcopacy by Scripture, 


Secondly , there is much in Scripture againſt them ; For the 
word Elder and Biſhop is all one, T it.1.ver.q, For this cauſe left [ 
thee in Creet, that thou ſhouldſt ſet in order the things that are want- 
ing, and ordain Elders in every City , as 1 had appointed thee; for « 
Bijbop muſt be blameleſſe, as che Steward of God. * 

| Fir 
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Firſt, he ſheweth Titus what manner of man an Elder muſt 
be, viz, Blameleſſe ; and now proveth it, becauſea Biſhop muſt 


be blamelefſe. As if I ſhould write to Thomas to live foberly, - 


becauſe a CMan mult be ſober ;ic neceſſarily followeth that The- 
#145 13 a man. 

Sothat Phil.1. he writes to the Biſhops and Deaconsat Phi- 
lippi, Is it probable that a little Towne in CAacedonia ſhould 
have many Biſhops , when one Biſhop muft have many Cuties in 
his Dioceſſe? Thoſe Yhorranſlated the Bible , foreſaw This : And 
therefore eAtts 20. They have cranſlated the word Epiſcopes an 
Over-ſcer, Yet in other places they tranſlate it Biſop. And the 
Tcſaites ſay, Pie fraudes ſunt licite, Honeſt craft is lawtull, 

' Thecarriageof the Apoſtles, in ſeverall places is remarkable : 
when they cometoa City (as eA#.20,) They ſend for the E/ders 
of the Church, never thinking of a Biſhop, he is ſo inconfiderable a 
man, Theſe places I hope make ckerly- againſt them; So now I 
willendevour to ſhew what the Scripture holderh forth for Church. 


Government, 
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What form: of Church Government ſcemes moſt conſonant to Scrip= 
ture. Whether Monarchicall, Ariſtocraticall , or Dcemocra- 


ticall, 


JN this ſearch you will agree that the Government is fixed there, 
where you ſhall ſee ſcrled theplenary and abſolute power of Ele. 
Rion of Officers, Decifhon of controverſies, and Excommunicati- 
on of thoſe thattranſgreſle. 

This you will finde miniſterially inthe Officers, But mitiative, 
virtualiter, © concluſive, originally, virtually, and concluſively,in 
the People. 

The Officers arecalled Overſeers, Rulers, and Elders, &c. 

Some of theſe areto preach and adminiſter the Sacraments , 0+ 
thers to watch over mens manners,othersto ſerve Tables,and look 
rothe poor : All theſe arechoſen by the People: but whenſoeyer by 
their induſtry any delinquency is diſcovered, the whole marter is 
brought to the Church, and there the People and Elders do paſſe 
their defipitive ſentence, 
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Examine but where election of Officers . dec:{jon of controver- 
fies and excommunication of members are reco:ed,and you ſhall 
havethem all inthe Church ; not repreſentative , but in the whole 
Church, conſiſting of Officers and other members. 

As firſt for elettion, Aft r.x 5.Peter ſpeaks tothe People,and tel- 
leth themthey muſt chuſe one in Jadas bis place, & ver.23.It is aid 
Thgg appointed Two. It is truethe loc divided which of them two 
fhould be the man, (a courſe in the likecafe not vnlawfull to us at 
this day: ) but the reducing of itto Two, was the act ofthe Church; 
though Peter was amonglt them. Soafterwards T moethy received 
his Evangelicall gift by the Tmpofition of Presbyceriall hands; 
which Presbyters were in this work , the ſervants of one preſent 
Congregation. 

Sccondly, Decifionof Controverhes, either in Caſesof Conſci- 
ence, or in point of manners. In caſes of Conſcience 5 when Payl 
and Barnabas had ne ſmall difference about © ircumciſion , they 
ſent to Jeruſalem wherethe eFpoſt{rs , Elders, and brethren meet= 
ing together, joyntly returned that an{wer which you flude eAts 
I 5. 53,24,25- 

Some would preſſe this place,this at of the Apoſtles further,and 
give toevery Synod a Commanding Power; becaulc it is ſaid A, 
15-29. It ſcemed goodto the Holy Ghoſt, and to u4,to lay no further 
burden upsn you. Therefore they ſay a Synod hatha commanding 
and burdening Power, 

But I cannot conſent tothat:for then the major part of the Chur. 
ches in Exrope, eAfrica, Preſter Johns Country , might meet and 
command a the Churches of Chriſt (which God forbid )in what 
they pleaſed ; and that jure divine : for God when the giveth a rule 
to his Church, he ſpeaketh to the whole Church of Chriſt, and not 
to any particular Congregation. I only prefle it rhus far, Thatthe 
People were joyncd even with the eApoſilesrin that Great Synod. 

The commanding power of the Syncd Jay in this, that the Apo= 
files ſpeak the mind of the Holy Ghoſt : Bur ſuch authority is not 
left in us; and therefore no ſuch Obligation upon others. Truly if 
there were ſuch a power left us, I ſhould with much ſcruple refiſt 
any a of ſuch Government, whereof I cov!d make a good con 
ſtruQion ; For many times the power Commanding is more dan» 
gerous than the thing Commanded : but there is no ſuch power. 
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Neither, as I ſaid before, do I preſle it with ſuch a defign, 
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In calcs of Civill converſe, Mat.18.17. We mult makeour 
addreſſes to theChurchzand he that will not hear the Church 
muſt be as a Publican. 

Inthat place the greateſt diſpute will be, What is meant by 
the Church? for ſome will ay , Here is meant the Church re- 
praſemtative ; either in more, asthe Presbytery,or in one, as the 
Biſhop ; and not the Church ar large. 

Bur | would labour to cvince the contrary. Weigh either 
the Context,or the generall ſignification ofthe word ( Þberch, 
and I] hope the true ſenſe will be manifeſt. 

For, Ler us ſee how Chwrch is taken inthe Scripture :Tr is 
uſed ſometimes figurative ; and ſometimes property, Figurative, 
as when a particular houſe is called a Church ; As, the Church 
in hs houſe, Romer 6+ F+ 

Secondly , When by Synecdoche the head is put for the 
whole; as Chriſt iscalled the (Church, 1 Cor.12.1 2. 

Thirdly, (ollefive , When all the Churches of Chriſt are 
called the (barch, x { 07.10.32. It is uſed perhaps under ſome 
other figures, but it will be long to quote them all. 

Secondly, It is uſee Properly in two phraſes ; 

Fir, When the Congregation is called the Church ; as the 
Church at Epheſus, Corimth,gec. Secondly, When the Congre- 
gations arecalled Churches ; 2s the Churches of Galatia, and 
of Judea, Thus it is uſed Properly, Thus Figuratively ; but 
no where repreſentative: ſeilxhe Miniſters, theP resbyters,or the 
Biſhops ; or all theſe, for the Church. You ſhall find theſe and 
the Church comtradiftin&;as,Tothe Saimts,the Biſhops, and the 
Deacdus,1 Phil.t.1.Tothe Church,and the Elders, Att.1 5.4. 

I conceive we are bound to take a word in that ſenſe which 
is currant in Scripturezexcept that ſenſe cleerly croſle the ſcope 
and drift of the text. 

You ſhall meet with that word 4$.times in the New Tefia- 
ment,and no where ſignify ing that which we call the Repre- 
ſentative Church : Very often for the Saints themſelves: As, 
1 Cor.1,verſ tg. 2 Cor.1.verſ.1. 1 Theſ.r verſ.t Why ſhould 
we not then take it in the ſame ſenſe? Are nor wethep bound 
toexpoundd the word (arch in ſome of thoſe fignifications 
Which are frequent in Scripture; —_ in chat ſeoſe, which 
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is ſo far from being found in the Text, that a Contradiſtint 
phraſe is, as I ſaid before, rather uſed ? : 
| Againe, from thetext, and context, That will appearets 

be the meaning of the Spirit, and no other : The text is, Mar. 
18.ver.17. If he ſhall negleft ro heare them, tell the Church ; 
but if he neglett to heare the ( hwreh, let him be tothee as a hea- 
then man,and a Publicar,The context is in the 15.and 16.ver- 
ſes. If thy brother ſhalltreſpaſſt againſt thee, goe and tell him hs 
lt berweene thee and him alone : If heſhall heare thee, then 
haſt thou gained thy brother ; but if he will not heare thee, then 
take-with thee one or twomore ; that in the month of two or three 
witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed. 

In the context and the text there arethreethings to be ex a- 
mincd, before the true ſenſe can be found out : Firſt, Who are 
meant in that Gradation, inthe 15, 16,17. ver. Secondly, 
Whois meant by Thee. v. 17, Let him be tothee, Thirdly, 
what is meant by Publicans and ſmners. 

Firlt, Whois meant in that Gradation, Inthe firſt placeis 
meant the Party ; in thefecond partof the Gradation, where 
it is aid, Take with thee one or twomore ; is meant the Elders, 
orthe Biſhops, the Officers of the Church, 

If you ſay,they arenot there underſtood; yet I ameonfident 
you wil not, I am ſure you cannor,fay they are thereexcluded. 
If then the Spirit pointed at them, with the other members of 
the Church,or them ſolely;it would be an unneceſſary thing, to 
bring hwafterwards to them againe, asto the Repreſentative 
Church, 

Secondly;by Thee (v. 17.)isnot meant only theParty,but 
every Chriſtian, every C hurch member , to whomever the 
newes of ſuch a miſcarriage ſhal come:elſe this wil be a means 
to nouriſh particular parties ſidings, (which the Scripture doth 
exceedingly ſhun) If by Gods Law he ſhould be a Publican 
to one of the Church and not to another : If he be ſoto every 
member of the Church, this will be a hard Caſe, that if aBi- 
ſhop,or an Elder, one, two, or more, ſhallpaſfe the birter 
ſentenceof Excommunication , hce muſt bee fo romee alſo, 
though I know nothing of it, 

Ba ſome will fay, that muſt bedone before the Church, 
To.which IT anſwer, The word ſaith no ſuch matter, And thus . 

thoſe - 
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thoſe who miſ-expound the Scripture, muſt eckout the Scrip= 
Ture, to make good theirown imagination, 

Bur ſecondly , why ſhould it bee complained of before the 
Chucch, ifthe deciding power be in Officers * Fraftra fit per 
plura, quod fieri poteſt per panciora, Itis in vaine tohaye = 
done by many, which may be done by a few. 

Buc thirdly and laſtly, if you will have the whole Church 
heare ; it ſeemcth to me againſt all reaſon in the world, that 
the party depured ſhould haye power, the party deputingbe- 
ing preſent, The Steward of a Court Leet, or Court Baron, is 
annihilated , ifthe Lord bethere. All Officers yaile bonner, 
when the party giving them power ispreſent, 

Why are Parliaments the repreſentative body of the King- 
dome, but becauſe the Plough cannot Rand? but becauſe no 
place can containethe whole body? Bur if all thepeople could 
meet in Campo Martio,ſhould thoſe who now are bur ſervants 
then be morethan ſervants ? ſurely thewhole Church being 
preſent , foureor five by Gods Law hall not rule all, ſeeing 
Gods Law never appoints any ſtanding Laws againſt the 
rulesof nature, 

In the third place we muſt enquire after the ſenſe of Hea- 
then and Publican : ſc. the moſt odious of men. Is it poſhble 
that any Chriſtian fhall beto any Chriſtian the moſt odious 
of men, for the ſentence of a Judge which he neyer heard,nci- 
ther hathright to heare? 

Thus if you will be boundeither by text or context, or the 
common acceptation of the word in the Scripture ; by Church 
muſt be underſtood the wholecongregation, 

Againe, for excommunication of members, 1 Cor. 5.13. 
S. Pax! commandeththem, ( ſc. the whole Church) ro pic 
away that wicked perſon, and to deliverup ſuch a oneto Sa» 
ran. 2 Cor. 2» They reſtore him,they forgive him. 

Thus we ſee every where, that in election of Officers,in de- 
ciGon of controverſies, in caſes of conſcience, in Excommunie 
cation, the whole Church diſpoleth every ching,not-theBi» 
ſhops, notthe Presbyrers alone. | 

I doe not obſerve the Church hath power \in .other 
things, bur in theſe, and in all theſe, in election of Officers, 
in deciſion of controyerfies, and excommunication of 
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delinquenrs, the whole power is in the Church. 

Lenanchee then Fave cherely and briefly proved theſe 
threethings : | 

1 Thatthereslittle in Scripture for Epiſcepacy ; much lefſe 
for ſuch an Epiſcopacy as Ours, 

2 Something againſt them. 

3 Another Goyernmem: clecrly delineated, 


| SecrT. Il. —_ _ Ck 
Of the conſequents that ſibly follow the change of Church 
ten 44 Of the nos Ak of Sohyſmes, F:8:and He- 
reſies. Of One new Set to come in the laſt dayes. Whether 
Biſhops can keepe the Church from Schiſmes, Sets, &c, What 
is, or whoare the Cauſe of moſt Schilmes among [? xs. 


T being ( as I conceive it is) cleered both from Srare-policy, 

Antiquity and Scriptare, how incompatible Ciyill Govern- 
ment and ſuch Epiſcopacy are, I hope we ſhall never hereaf. 
ter be choaked with that Proverebe, No Biſhop, no King, I doe 
moſt willingly pay very great reverence to a ſaying deliverd. 
to us by many ſucceſhons, fromthe wiſedome of our fore-fa- 
thers ; But I ſhall ever crave leaveto queſtion that Maxime 
which may juſtly ſeeme to methe birth-either of Ignorance,, 
er Ends. Antiquiry muſt have no more authority than what 
it can maintaine, by reaſon frequent impoſtures of this-nature 
command usto be circumlpect ; did not our Predeceſſors hold: 
the Torrid Zone imbabitabilem «fix , too hot to livein ? till 
Noahs Dove, Columbus diſcovered Land,the World was con- 
ned inthe Arke of Exrepe, Africa,and Aſia, 

InDivinity, where anetroris of moti dangerous conſe- 
quence, we. have beene toocredulous : how many hundred: 

eare$did our fore-fathers ſwallow this pleaſanc bait Fe muſt 

lieve as the (/ burch believerh 7 And, fincethe light of Refor- 
mation, Wasnor particular afſurance ofoar Salyation deli» 
vered us, a8 an exact definition of our faith ? 

Wee have yentured our bodies as well azour foules u 
theſe ſands; for the Arc of Phifkcke (though our Parents at: 
very great remotenelle.were wiſer), it hath paſſed for a cur» 
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rant poſition that Phlebotomy almeſt_ in any caſe was more 
than dangerous, And that men might pay dear for their learn» 
ing, they have been as wiſe inTeners of State-Policy. 

Have not roo many great ones cloſed in with Nero's con- 
cluſion , we oderint dum metwant , Let them hate me ſo they 
fear me? | 7 

Laſtly, Epiſcopacy hath been the bafis, the fuperſtraRure, 
the All.the ſoul of Church Diſcipline for theſe many ages : buc 
dabit his meliora Dems, God will deal better with us, 

Some of theſe Teners ſpring from invincible Ignorance ; 
ethers have been the baſe pullaiacions of ſpirits enſlaved to falſe 
ends : This, No Biſhop no King (as I have fully proved) par- 
takes of both; and therefore hath no weight with me, nor I 
hope ſhall ever hereafter be of credit with any body elſe ; for 
we ſee that cld received cruthes are tor alwayes to be entertai- 
ned : and fo | leave them with cheir maxime roche ſenrence of 
every judicious Reader. 


There yet remainech an objeion or two, which mnſt ne- 
geſſarily receive an anſwer , before I ſhut up this diſcourſe. 
Obj. Allow there ate ſome inconveniences, (yea great ones) 
mn Epiſcopacie ; yet ex malis minimum , of eyils we mnt rake 
the leaſt . it is better co bear theſe than groan under worſe. It 
Epiſcopacy be raken away, Schiſmes and Hereſtes will break 
in as armed men ; Tyranny is more eligible then Anarchy ; the 
woſull ſenſe of e Anarchy begot thar ſad Proverb, /t is as it was 
with 1ſrael, when there was no King. 

Anſ. Fdo agree to this, that a confuſion is a moſt lamenta- 
ble condition ; and that thoſe times are very perili/ous, when 
every mans hand is up againſt his brocher ; Ephrams againit 
HIoanaſſes, and cManaſſes againſt Ephraim : Yea, I doprc» 
felle the diftraQion of Hereſies, the moſt miſerable of all, 
Civill conqualſations &isjoint the outward eliate; but Here- 
fees diftraRt our fouls ,diſm:mber our Churches, ftave off [ew 
and Gentile , who know net whether part to- beleeve, ſhake 
the weaker , cauſe heart. burning amongſt the Rtronger , do 
exceedingly provoke Godio wrath and diſpleafure, Bur firtk 
let us contider whether is be poſſible to be without Hereſics: 

M. ; and! 
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and Schiſms, Secondly; whether Epiſcopacy be not theeffici- 


ent cauſe of the moſt grievous Schiſms, and Herefies. Thirdly, 
whether Thoſe which may juſtly be feared upon the removall 
of Epiſcopacy, be of ſuch dangerous conſequence, as to weigh 
down the keeping up of that Government, rather than to haz» 
zard what inconveniences may there-hence follow, 

And firlt co the firſt of theſe, 

It will becleer both fromexperience,and Scripture,and rea= 
ſon,that Hereſies muſt come. Look oyer all Nations, and all 
times, and you ſhall finde them diſtrated with difference of 
opinions : How many ſeyecrall Sets do you hear of amongl 
the Jews, and ſome of them extreme groſle? the Sadduces, the 
Phariſees, the Eſſeans, Herodians, with many more; though 
a great Critick reduce them to Three, Chriſt had no fooner 
committed the care of his Church to the Apoſtles, Diſciples, 
andordinary Miniſters, but they were oyer-run with herehes: 
Yea, intheir time, fome were of Pal, ſome of eApollo, ſome 
of Cephas ; in the interim Chrif# quite laid afide. In the 
Church of Pergamm, were there not ſome that held the Do- 
Qtrine of the Nicolaitans ? In Thyatira did not ſome of the 
Church liken to the Prophetcſle Fezebel, who taughtthemto 
commit fornication,and toeat things offered unto Idols? Bar 
nabas and Paul were at ſome difference the doQrine of works 
was preſſed upon the Galatians, and the reſurreion from the 
dead queſtioned by the (orimthians. 

Amongſt Heathens (where Morality was their God) had 
you notthe Peryarericks, the Scepticks, the Platoni/ts, the Epi- 
cureans , and many other Sets? The Pope and Papacy have 
been much turmoyled with Schiſms ; and theſe Schiſms have 
produced great confuſions amongſt them, 

In the yeer of the Lord 420. Bonifice the eighth being cho- 
en, the Clergy choſe Exlatizs, and there they decreed one an- 
other Hereticks ; Simmachus and Laxrentins cauſed the ſame 
diſtraCionin the yeer 499. 7660.Pope Cuſtantine being con- 
vinced of Schiſms and bereft of both his eyes, he and Philip 
(another Pope) were depoſed , and Stephen eleted in their 
Places, Thus it was 95$-973-9: 5-1047+-105$.1062.1083, 
1100.111$.13 24. inthe ycerof the Lord x 130. the diſputes 
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berwixt Gregory and Peter (both choſen Popes) were ſo fa- 
mous that it was grown a Proyerb and recorded in this 


yerſc. 
Petrus habet Roman, totam Gregorins orbem , Peter poſ- 


ſeſſed Rome, and Gregory thereſt of the world. 

Every twenty years had ſuch changes as theſe , even till of 
late, that Church hath been vehemently tarmoyled with all 
their learned. Among(t the School-men, ſome are Scotiſts,fome 
Thomiſts : among the Polomiques, ſome Jeſuites , ſome Domi» 
zicans, And alltheſe wranglecach with other. 

In the yeer of our Lord 1 400.there was a great diſpute about 
the Originall finne of the Yirgin Mary, Between 1215. and 
1294.wasthat great FaCtion berween the Gue/fians and Gibe= 
line; (though both were Papilts }Onedefending the authority 
of the Pope,theother of the Emperour, In ſome points of Con- 
troverſie, Bellarmine { one of their ableſt Writers ) is notto be 
read without reftrition;and not withour licence of Superiors. 

If we ſurvey all Antiquity, we ſhall finde noone Century 
free from Heretichs, Ebion, Cerimthus, Marcion, Samuſate- 
nus, Novatians, Sabellians ,Nepotians , CManiches , Arriaus, 
Pelagians, with many others, have troubled the Church from 
time totime. 

If you deſcend fo low as our dayes,cvenamong Protcſtants 
you ſhall meet with too too many Diviſions. Luther and ( al- 
vin ; andthe Engliſh Church between both ; a Calviniſt for 
DoRtrine, a Lutheran for Diſcipline, The Eutherans are divi= 
ded in &:gidiorcs, & Molliores,the More rigid, and the More 
Moderate;and theſe differ roto Colo,as far as heaven andearth, 
The (alviniſts have many diſputes : How ficrcely doth leare 
ned Eraftus contend with ( alvinand Beza, about Excommu- 
nication, denying the Church any ſuch power? , 

The Church of Englard hath three maine Diviſions: Tie 
Conformiſt the Non- Conformiſt, and the Separatiſt.The ( onfor- 
mitt hath the Orthodox Divine, contending with the Armin- 
an, Socinian, Pelagian, Anabaptift, and divers others; who yet 
Alltiilethemſelves Sonnes of the Church of England, The 
Now cor formiſt is unceitaine what he ſcrupleth ; tor fome can 
drpenec with one of che three Grand Nocent-innocent Ceres 
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monies; ſome with another; ſome with neither. The Separatsf 
is fubdivided too (as they Gay) into Seperats/f, and Servi-ſo. 
paratiſt, Many other Diviſions there alſobe, and will be , in 
Churches here. | 

Yea,it is clearin Reaſos, that Divicons, Sets, Schilms,and 
Herefies, muſt come ; For,many are :pt to advancethemlſelyes 
and undervalueall others: and Mens Brains being fertile of cr» 
rors , after they have conceived they muſt bring forth; chough 
the Goſpel ſuffer never ſo much by ic. And while This Temper 
is among men, you muſt Rill expeR Schiſmves and Hereſier, 

T he Scripeure hath pur this out of all doubr,ic faith, Hereſies 
weſ# come, Chriſt came to feta Sword, not only betweene the 
Geod and Bad, buteven amongProfeſlors of the ſame Chriſti 
an Religion ; that Thoſe who hold out tothe End may have 
their Honour and Reward. It is to be marked that Chriſt doth 
not preſſe his people to ſeeke their freedome , till Rowe be fal- 
ling, and then he ſaith, (ome ont of ber my Pecple. 

Yea, the Scripture foretelleth of one Hereſie that is noe yet 
(perhaps) come; itmay be idis now in the Birth, ture it is noe 
farre off : It is mentioned inthe ſecond of Timothy , the third 
Chapter,and ſome of the firſt verſes. 


1 Thus know alſe,that in the laſt d1y: perillora tires ſhall come. 
2 For men ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves covetona hoaſters, 
proud, blaſphemers, diſabedievt to parents, wnthantefwll, unholy. 
2 Without natxrall affeftion , truce. breakers, falſe-accuſers, 
incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſethat are good. 
4 Traitors, heady, high minded,lovers of pleaſures more than 
lovers of God. 
5 Having aformof Godlinefſe, but denying the power thereof : 
frem ſuch turpe away. 


Expoſitors all 2gree This miſery to be in the Waine : But in 
their agreement they differ very much ; for ſome conceive the 
Papiſt is here underſtood;others apply it to the late Troublers 
of Iſrael, the Arminian, Socinian, and the wort fort of Epiſ- 
copall men , that under the Notion of indifferent Ceremonies 
would have brought us to ſwallow down all Popery. 

But 
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' But under favour, I doubt neither of Theſe, reach the full 
meaning of the Text, It cannot be the Papi#t, becauſe iris 
not toriſetillthe Laff Dajes, Indeed Popery is clecrely ex- 
prefied inthe x of 7 am. the fourth, vetle the x, 2, 3- ( as that 
moſt Learned and Reverend man Mr. Mead hath fully 
cleered in his moſt excellent piece on that Text ) yet there 
it js faid to riſe in the Later Times ( viz. of the Roman 
Ermpire;) but heretheſe new Hereticks come not ou, till the 
Laſt (not only Later) Dayer, not only Times, bu Dayes 
of choſe Times, C 

Agiine, it ſeemes not to be the eArminian (of any of 
that Rable I mentioned but now.) Forfirſt, rhe CharaRter of 
their Times is Perillous, as if it would intimate men indeed 
ſhould be in danger , but yeteſcape, the Times being only 
perillous : But while Popery bore all before it, forced the 
whole Church intothe Wilderneſſe, cloathed the Witneſſes 
with Sackcloth, and at laſt prevailes to kill them : ſure theſe 
Timesare more than perillous. But perhaps there is no pref 
fing force in This. 

n the ſecond place let us conſider the CharaQter of the 
Perſons. Firſt, they are expreſſed as Breakers of the Lawes 
of {vill Converſe; and then as Hypecrites in Religion: the 
firſt of theſe beginneth at the ſecond, and continueth to the 
fifth verſe : The ſecond is inthe fifth and fixth verſes. Let us 
view ſome paſſages in both. 

Lovers of themſelves , Covetous, Proud, &c. And have 
not men been ſuch ever fince Adam? Why then doth the 
Spirit ſpeak of This, as a firange thing in the Laſt Dayes? 
Mr. Catvin ſaw this ObjeRion, and therefore oft affirmes 
(That the Scripture may not ſceme to ſpeak Frigide, nnaptly. 
Here muſt be | ma new ſtrange Crew of Men that aQ all 
Theſe in a moſt eminent manner, even totheeyeof all men, 

But ſome will ſay, Are not the Papifts ſo? Is not the cor- 
rupter part of Prelates ſuch? Are not the eArminians of this 
termper ? Certainely they are ſuch,and in an eminent manner - 
and yet to me they ſeeme not the men the Spirit pointerh at 
in this place. 

The maine Thing in which theſe men (here expreſt ) pride 
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themſelves, is not Learning, or Parts ; But {if I benot much 
miſtaken ) ſomewhat beyond and within all theſe : That, 
1ſuppoſe, which ſeemes to them to bethe Spirit, This, I con= 
ceive, is the Baſis of all their vanity, pride, and inſolence. 
They have the Spirit, and-ſo know morethan all the Learned, 
Pious, Godly Men in theworld. They have the Spirit, they 
cannot ſinne, they cannot erre; they will not pray, but 
when that Spirit moves. eAdyltery 15 but an act of the 
Fleſh, bur they are all Spirit, and no Fleſh. What ſhould 
theſe men doe with Naturall affeQions, they are all Spirit? 
in this caſe if they bce Traytors, High-minded, Heady, 
&c, Who will wonder ? What may they not bee carried: 
up to, by the imagination of the Spirit ? But ler them take 
heed, ifthey have any thing of God in them ; letthem be 
wiſe in this their day, for the time may come when it will 
bee too lates. In the meane time I will ſay as Peter did to 
Simon , Pray ( that if it be poſſible) this wickedneſſe of heart 
may bee forgiven, 

If we look on the other part of their Charaer, Having a 
forme of Godlineſſe, but denying the Power thereof Creeping mts 
the houſes of ſilly women, Ladenwith drvers Luſts, &c. 

How can theſe be ſpoken of Arminians, Socintars, or our : 
Prelates? It wereto bee wiſhed that moſt of Thiſe had fo 
much as a Forme of Godlineſſe. Sure the World is novs. 
grownetoo wiſeto take Duckings, and C ringings, Croſſing, 
and Crouching, with all of this kinde, to be ſo much as a 
Forme of Godlineſle. 

Doe Theſe creep into Wemens houſes? the Socinians, and 
Arminians attempt no ſuch pranks, that I know of. And the 
Patrens of Epiſcopacy uſe not much perſwaſion, but Club 
law: Allelfſeis in Corners, 

It icemes very probable to me, that the Holy Ghoſt in 
This text points out ſome ſuch, as the Family of Love, the 
Amntinomians, and Grindletonians are, if ( at lealt ) they are 
not much belyed. And to theſe, I chink, every piece of This 
Character will molt properly belong. Yea, aid the Cloſe of 
it alſo, or the Iſſueof That Sc, 7 hey ſhall proceed no farther, 
far their folly ſhall bee made manifeſt to all men, which can 
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hardly bee underſtood either of Arminianiſme, or Prelacy, 
finceT hat in ſeverall names, T ht: in ſeverall dreſſes, hath been 
inthe world above 1000. years. 

Thus you ſee Sefts, Schiſmes, and Hereſies will fil come, 
and muſt come: And therefore if by keeping ſuch Biſhops 
we think to keep 'out all Diviſions, we are much deccived. 
Which yet 1 ſpeak not totake away watchfulnefſein Church. 
Governours, ( who are ſtill bound to ſuppreſle Divifions as 
much as they can) but to convince men of This (if Ican) 
that Epiſcopacy is never like to prevent Schiſmes : which | 
hope tocleere more fully in my ſubſequent diſcourſe 

I could neyer conceive more than Two wayes, that in 
probability may bee like to quiet us in reſpect of Diviſions. 
Oneof Theſe we haye no mindeto try, and the other we may 
not if we would. 

The Spanjard indeed by his cruell /nqwi/ition, hath inclined 
his SubjeRs toa kinde of Yyxity ; buc an Unity of Darkneſſe 
and Ignorance; ſo that the Remedy proves worſe than the 
Diſeaſe, Neither will, or can Tyranny cither Civill, or Ec 
clefiaſtick, bring forth better fruir. 

The other Way is That of the Vnited Provinces (in the Low 
Countreyes ) who let every Church pleaſe her ſelfe in her 
owne way, ſc long as ſheleaveth the State to her ſelfe, And 
how Religion doth flouriſh There, is known to moſt men. 
I will not diſpute This now ; only I wiſh heartily,men would 
remember,that even Natere her ſelfe as much abhors a forced 
violent Union, as a Rent or Diviſion, 


But inthe next place, letus ſeriouſly conſider, whether the 
Biſhops { as now they bee ſetled here) be not the Cauſe of 
molt Sets, Schiſmes, and Herefies now amonght us. 

Some of chem will not deny themſelves ro be Arminians ; 
and others cannot deny themſelves Socinians, If at lealt they 
think we can underſtand their writings, printings, yea and 
Sermons, though Theſe be very Rare. , 


Yea ſome doe not deny, but they may ( at leaſt ) receive 


Orders from Rome ; they meane a Pale, Mitre, and Cardi- 


nalls Hat,ifthey come, All which we may yet berter conlirue 
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private, which now we know more than by bare furmiſe, 
Many oftheſe they countenance openly, and never queſtion 
any , though it bee certainely knowne : wee had (they had) 
more ſuch in London , than were good Miniltersin all Eng- 
land almoſt, | 

AlltheLivings under moſt of our Biſhops have been com- 
mitted tothe cure and care offuperfticious Formaliſts, Armi- 
nians, Socinians, Papifts, or Atheiſts, Yea,the Univerſities 
are much corrupted by their malignant influence ; for Nero- 
like they think they have done nothing , tillthey have mur. 
dered their owne Mother. In a word , through the whole 
Kingdome, Preaching, Praying, Expounding, and che like 
exerciſes, both in publick & private,areſevercly ſuppreſſed,and 
in many placesaltogether forbidden (except ſuch and ſuch, 
more pernicious than profitable;)and al this by the Fathers of 
our Church,the Lords our Biſhops. Andis not this the molt 
compendious way poſſible to beget andencreaſe Hereſies ? 

They cry out of Schiſme, Schitme, Sets and Schiſmes;and 
well they may:They make them,and ic is ftrangethey ſhould 
not know them. Whenthey laid ſuch lumbling blocks (Re- 
all Scandals, not only accepra, bur dara, nor taken, bur given, 
inthe way of good men , whpſe Conſciences they have grie- 
youſly burdened, and wounded with things (violently preſ- 
ſed onthe greateſi fines ) that are ſo far from being indifferent, 
that many of them were point blank unlawfull : have they 
not by this even forced their brethren to ſeparate themſelyes 
# in paggayne and Practice, till they could finde ſome remote 
& -, place that mighc ſeparate their bodies alſo? Was not this in 
chemthe readieſt way to produce Divifions, Separations, and 
(as they call ir ) Schiſmes in the Church ? Rents are bad, I 
confeſſe, whereever they be violent ; but yet then worſt, when 
molt out of the eye. Schiſmesin the {onſcience are of greateſt 
danger ; andrtoprevent thele, ifI am forct ro that,” which 
they pleaſeto call a Schiſme in the Church , Woeto him that 
lo forceth me. Scandals, Schiſmes, and Divifions muſt come ; 
but woe ro him by whom they come, God forgive themin 
this particular, 
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I profeſſe I rake no pleaſure in ripping up their foule, loath- 
ſome ſores ; I would they could bee throughly healed withour 
Jauncing and opening. I could give youa ſtrange account of 
fad Diviſions, which themſelves have cauſed both to { harch 
and State : 1 could tire you and my felfe in this, though I 
ſhould begin bur little higher than mine own time, mine own 
Knowledge. 

In Queene Elizabeths time , many good men were cut off 
from the Charch, ſome from the Szate ; a fad Schiſme ! Some 
by violence laid aſlcep; Many ſuſpended, ſilenced, deprived, 
cut off (by a ſtrange Schiſme,) from liberty, livings, (that I 
goe not S_ -) And allthis for one word, oftheir owne 
compounding, Non-Conformity : While they themſelves are 
indeed the greateſt Non-(, onformiſts to all the Reformed Chur- 
ches in Europe. 

Surely, ir would have favoured more of Humility,of Chri- 
Riznity, ifthey had ſuſpeRed their owne Judgements and O = 
pinions; allowing ſomething tothe Judgement, Learning,and 
Piety of thoſe holy, worthy, pretious Saints, Calvin, Beza, 
Bucer, , Martyr, Oecolampadine, Zwuinglins, with many 
more, great, famous, and eminent Lights, in ctheirtimes, 

If they will Rand for Conformity; Let any man living judge, 
whether it be fitrer for ſome few Biſhops, newly come out of 
grolſe Popery, (and lil] retaining their old Popiſh Ceremo- 
nies,)toreforme, and conforme themſelves to the Judgement 
and PraQtice of all Reformed Charches ; or all Churches to 
ſubſcribe to them. 

As they began, ſo they continued : Chriſt and they being 
like parallel lines, hough they ſhould rua out i infinftem,they 
would never meet.: Nay rather, like the Crara of a 7 riangle, 
the fartherthey run {out from the Center) the morethey dif- 
fer, andareditianteach from other. 

Under King Jamer,in a few yeares, foureor five hundred 
Reverend men were divided from their Livings, and Mini- 

ſtery : And was not this a cruell Schiſme? Now allo by Them 
was firſt forged that ſharpe Raſor,ſor, Book of Sports ) with 
which they have fince made great Drveſions cf heart, 


Burtin our Gracious Kings Reigne, they have come to . 
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Cutting off Eares, Cheeks; and have yet truck deeper, and 
eſſay'd many Soule-Schiſmes ; not only in the Hearts and 
Conſciencesof thouſands of good men ; but whole States alſo 
and Kingdomes , as much as in them lay. 

While I hearethefad groanes,and ſee thebleeding wounds 
of Three Kingdomesat once, by their Schiſmes;1 havealmo(t 
forgotten the parting ſighs, and farewell reares of ten thouſand 
poore Chriſtians, by Their Tyranny forc'd to abandon their 
native Country,and deareſt acquaintance ; while others were 
here violently detained in Fetters, ſome \moothered in Dunge- 
ovs,ſome Diſmembred,ſfome driven out of houſe and Living, 
and forced to beg : All which yer would have bin born pati- 
cntly,had not only all good men, but Goodnes it ſelfe , Lear- 
ning,Religion, Piety,allthat ſpeaks any worth,bin alcogether, 
not only diſcountenanced, but ſuppreſſed, ſmoothered, and by 
molt exquiſiteTortures almoſt forced to breath its laſt, 

Yet that theſe Glorious Princes (under whom ſuch Tyran=- 
nies have beene committed) may not ſuffer in your thoughts, 
Give me leave to ſpeake ſome things on mine owne know- 
ledge and experience, others from beſt intelligence. Queene 
Elizabeth,when ſhe heard of Their miſcarriages, fellon Them 
1n moſt ſharpelanguage,threatning Them, if they ſhould evcr 
doe the like againe toher Subjects. 

King James offered faire diſcourſe to the Non-( onformiſts ; 
honoured Mr. Cartwright and others of then! ; diſclaimed the 
Book of Sports : And being asked , why hemadeſo many 
Bad Biſhops, anſwered ingenuouſly, with a ſtrong aſlevera- 
tion,T hat heewas very ſorry ,but could not helge it ; For,no good 
men would take the Officeonthem, And our Gracious Sove- 
raigne (fince fome light dawned out of darkneſlc,) hath de- 
livered our Sifler Church of Scorland from that unhappy 
Generation, 

For, now I hope the Clouds begin to breake away ; Light 
{pringeth up, while Dark Iniquity is forced not only to ſhut 
her mouth, but hide her ſelfe and diſappeare. Now the Sun a- 
gaine mounteth up in our Horizon, and quickeneth the 
drooping fpirits;ſothat many that were Bed-rid ſome moneths 
lince, now begin to take up their Beds and walke, leaping up 
and bleſſing God, Fire 
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Fire and Water may bereftrained , but L:ght cannot ; it 
willin ateverycranny, andthe moreit is oppoſed, it ſhines 
the brighter : ſo that now to ſtint it, isto refilt an enlightned, 
enflamed Multitude ; which till was, and till will be Dariſ- 
forma Provincia, an hard taske. 

Their mad outrage inall the three Kingdomes, of late,hath 
ſoincenſed the common People, that in all mens eyes they: 
are becomemoſt vile : and whileall men refle on their con- 
flant trade of miſcheivous practices, the wiſeſt begin to con-= 
clude, The very Calling hurts the Men,as nwch as thele dif= 
gracethe Calling, 

Thus we have by too too long, great, and fad experience, 
found it true, That our Prelates have been ſo far from preven- 
ting Div.*ons ; that they have been the Parents and Patrons 
of molt Errors, Hereſfies, Sets and Schiſmes,that now difturbe. 
this Church and State, 


SECT. Il. CHnavp. VII. 

T he danger of Schiſmes and Sets more fully diſcuſſed : the Na» 
ture and Darger of Anabapriſme, Separatiſme,and Unlicen-- 
ſed Preaching. The concluſion with an affettionate deſire of 
Peace and VU nion, 


Þ Ur it may be,the Remedy will be worſe than this Diſeaſe. 
ILetustherefore, yet more cxaRly weigh all the Inconve- 
niencesthat may attend the Change of this Church-Goyern=. 
ment, which we now diſpute. 


The Dangers which ſome have fancied may hence accrew. 


to the State, have bene diſcuſſed in the former Section , to 
which more properly they doc belong, We have here only to 
confider ſuch Evills as may, have bad influence into the 
Church, and Polity thercof. 


Arminianiſme, Socimaniſme, $ peri ition, 1dolatry, Popery, 


will pack away with them; being their Attendants, as was 
ſhewed bcfore. What is therethen to be feared ? Anabapriſme, 
Browniſme, Separatiſme ; nay every bodr every Lay-man will 
turne Preacher. 

Suppoſe all this bee true, (which can bec but ſuppoſed ; ) 


Woul d 
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Would it not bemuch better co hazzard the comming in of 
all theſe, than ill ro ſuffer our ſouls and bodiesto be grownd = 
ro powder by theſe Tyrannicall, Antichriftian Prelates, thar 
under pretence of keeping out Separatiſms,introdlice downright 
Popery,and a fink ofalmo't all Errors and Herefies? Yea, and 
theſe Errors of theRight Hand (which theſe pretend ſo much 
to oppoſe)owetheir birth toour Biſhops alſo; as was but now, 
and might yetmorefully becleered. Weall know, that with- 
in theſe ten years ,all the Non conformiſts in England, could 
not amount to more then one ortwo hundred: And now how 
many thouſands there be, (yea of ſuch that riſe one pin higher 
then Old Non-conformity,) Themſclyes,perhaps, know much 
betterthen I : Yer our Biſhops never were more active chen in 
all chis time. Whence then arifeth this New Noneconformity, 
or Separatiſme , but out of our Biſhops commotions ? I will 
not ſay as the Fathers did of old, Ex martyrum ſanguine pullu- 
lat Eccleſia , the Church doth ſpring out of the blood of the 
Martyrs : yetI muſt confeſle, 1 begin to think there may be 
perhaps ſomewhat more of God in theſe(which they callnew 
Schiſns) then appears at firſt glympſe. 

I willnot, I cannot,take on me to defend That, men uſually 
call Anabaptiſez : Yer I conceive that Set is Twofold: Some 
of chem hold Free-will ; Community of all things ; deny Iſa 
giſtracy ; and refuſe ro Baptize their Children, Theſetruly are 
ſuch Hereticks (or Atheiſts, )that I queſtion whether any Di- 
vine ſhould honour them ſo much as to diſpute with them ; 
much rather ſure ſhould eAlexanders ſword determine here, as 
ofoldartthe Gordian knor ,where ir acquired this Motto, Que 
ſolvere non poſſum,, diſſecabo, What I cannot wnty, I will cat a» 
tunder, 

Thereis another ſort of them , who only deny Baptiſme to 
their Children, till they cometo yeares of dicredion ,and then 
they baptize them ; but in other things they agree with the 
Church of England, 

Truly,Theſs men are much to be pitied; And I could hearti- 
ly wiſh, That beforethey be ftigmatiz'd with that opprobri- 
ous brand of Schiſmatick,, the Truth might becleered tothem, 
For I conceive, to Thoſe that hold we may goe no fartherthan 

| Scriptare, 
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Scripture , for DoQtrine ur Diſcipline, it may be very eafie ©© 
erre in this Pointnow in hand; fince the Scripture leeazs not 
to have cleerly determined This particular. | 
Tke Analogy which Bapti/me now hath with Circumciſion 
in theold Law, isa fine Rhetoricall Argument, to illuſtrate a 
Point well proved before ; but I ſomewhat doubt , whether it 
be proof enough, for that which ſome would prove by it: ſince 
(befide the vaſt difference in the Or. inances, ) the perions to 
be Circumciſed are (tated by a politive Law, ſoexpreſle,thac it 
leaves no place for {crupie : bur it is far otherwiſe in Baptsw; 
Where allthe deſignation of Perſons fit to be partakers , for 
ought I know, is only, Sxch as beleeve. For this isthe qualifi- 
cation that, with exactelt ſearch, I find the Scripturerequires in 
perſons to be baptized: AndTh it ſeems torequirein All ſich 
- perſons, Now, how Infants can be properly faid to betreve, I 
am not yerfully reſolved, 
Yet many thingsprevaile yery much with me in this point. 
Firſt,For ought I could eyer learne, It was the conſtant cu- 
tome of the pureſt and moſt Primitive Church,to baptize /#- 
«nts of beleeyingParents;For I could never find the beginnin 
and firſt Riſe of this practice: Whereas itis very caſe to —_ 
Hereſfies totheir firſt Rifing up,andietring foot in the Church, 
Again, Ifind all Churches (even the moſt fri ) have ge- 
nerally been of thisjudgment and practice : yea though there 
have been in all ages ſome,that much afteRed nove)ty,and had 
parts enough todiſcuſſe and cleer what they thought good to 
each ; yet wasthis ſcarce ever queſtioned by men of Note , 
till within theſe Laſt Ages. And ſure, the conſtant judgmem 
of the Churches of Chrilt, is mich to bc honoured, and heard 
in all things that contradict not Scripture, 
Nor can I well clcer that of S. Paul (1 Cor.7.14.) Elſe were 
your Childrep Vncleane,but now are they Holy,l know ſome in- 
terpret it thus, [f it be unlawfull for a beleever to live in wedlock, 
with one that beleeverh net ; Then have many of you lived a long 
time in wnlawfull marriage ; and ſo your very Children muſt be 
Illegitimate, and T heſe alſo muſt be ca/t off (as Baſe-born: ) Bat 
# # not ſo; for, Tour Children are Holy; that is, Legitimate. 
I confeſle, This ſcems a yery fair Interpretation; yer I wuch 
queſtion 
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queſtion, WhertherThis be all the Apoſtle means by that phraſe 
Holy ;eſpecially when I refle& on the preceding words , The 
Unbeleever is Sanilified by the Beleever, Nor yetcanlT beleeve 
any /wherent Holineſſe is here meant ; bur rather That Relative 
E Inrch-Holineſſe, which makes a man capable of admiſſion to 
Holy Ordimances,and foto Baptiſm : yea and to the Lords Smp- 
per aifo,for ought I ſeezexcept perhapsInfants be excluded from 
ThisSacrament, by that text, Ler him that eateth, Examine him. 
ſelf and ſo let him eat. As Women are excluded fromChurch-go- 
vernment & Preaching in Congregations, by That ofthe ſame 
Apolile,1. permit not a Woman to ſpeak; Let Women keep ſilence, 


Theſecond thing we feare ſo much, is Separation; or as ſome 
tearm it Browniſme ; for Tam nor ſo well ſtudied in theſe, as to 
give anexact difference berweene them, or properly to ſtate or 
phraſceither. Yer Ithink This alſo hath Latirude; and admits 
of difference. Before you paſle any ſevere cenſure , be pleaſed 
to Hear theſe Poor men (you call Separatiſt«; ) Know their 


. Tenets, andthen Judge, 


Their main Teners (for ought I couldever learn)are abour. 
ſome few Points in Diſcipline, in which ſurethere is lefſe dan» 
ger, than in Doftrine, of which they diſpute nor. 

Fir{t, they would admit none as members of their Aſſem= 
blies, generally: to partake: with them in all the Ordinances, 
but fuch which ſeem Beleeving Saints, and ſo members of 
Chriſts true-Church. | 

Secondly, they conceive every feverall congregation(right- 
ly conſtituted) hath within it ſclf rhe power of the keyer, come 
mitted toit, without dependence on other C hurches : Yet not 
denying the lawfull aſſociation of ſeveralt Churches, nor re« 
fuſing theadvice and counſell'of Councels and Synods, 

I ſhallcrayeleaye to ſcan the firſt, & ſee how much it differ- 
etb intruth,from the received tenets of the Church of England, 

Edo conceive that England, Scotland, France; all Churches, 
even Kowe it ſelf will agree in this, that a C hurch is Corrs Fis 
aelinm, A Company of Beleevers,Gathered together inthe Name 
ard power of Chrift, to-wait on him, in the way of his Ordinan. 
cet revealed in his JVord, . lnthis I ſuppoſe we all agree ; "_ 

then ; 
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then is that'( haſma, that great Gulf of difference , which 
brands ſo many with-the black ſpot of Separation ? 

Allthe difficulty lies in Stating whoare belceving Faithfull 
Saints, for of theſconely all agree , a true Church conſiſts. I 
beſcech you let us call him a Beleever,and a Saint, whom the 
Scripturecalls ſo , and we ſhall ſoon agree. 

The Pope faith, he is a faithfull Saint, and a true Member of 
the Church ; Who beleeveth as the { hurch beleeveth. 

The Church of England faith, he is a Beleever (enough to 
make a Member of chat Church,) that profeſſeth the truth, 
though in his life he deny it. 

Thoſe men fay heis a faithful Saint whoprofefſeth the truth, 
and toall appearance { for we cannot (ce the heart) practiſeth 
as heprofeſſetb, 

Now all men will agree,this laſt is a Beleeving Saint: And 
theſe will haye none bur this to be a Saint ; and ſonone bur 
this tro be a Member of Chriſts Church. 

T beſeech you, is this ſuch anerror , to defire Profeſſion and 
Prattice to be conjoyned in one that is to be a Member ofthe 
Church of Chriſt ? 

When I deſire a good Wife, a faichfull Servatit, a conſtant 
Friend, a familiar companion ; am [I not as deſirous to know 
the Heart as well as the Head, the will as well as Skill, Aﬀe- 
ion as well as Profeflion? And why then may I not do as 
much in choohng my Spiritual! Friends ; my conſtant com- 
panions inthe worſhipand ſerviceof God ? 

Can any man by right, force me to marry ſuch or ſuch a 
woman, to take ſuch a ſervant, to dwell. with fuch a friend, to 
chooſe ſuch a companion? And may any man forceme then to 
be companion, in the neereft and molt intimate converſe of 
Spiricuall Ordinances, with any one or more whom I dare 
not, I cannot, I may not truſt, to be either friendsto God or 
me, becauſe whateretheir lips profeſſe , their life and wayes 
deny God, trample on the blood of Chrilt , deſpiſe, at lealt 
profaneall his Ordinances. 

I could heartily wiſh ſome pity might be ſhewed to theſe 
poor mens ſouls. He that wn aud drinketh anworthily , eat= 
eth and arinketh damnation to his own Soul, And is it not then 
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much better to keeptheſe men off (as they do in Seor/and and 
other Reformed Churches) till they give the Church fatisfa- 
Aion upon good ground of their Repenrance andFaith;thar ſo 
they,may not hurt themſelves by Gods holy Ordinances? 

Sacraments confirm, but do not conferre Grace ; if they did 
ſo,the caſe were altered ; but now they are like the Paradiſe of 
God, guarded with the Flaming Sword ; ſo thatthe Tree in the 
midſt of the Garden, (which is Chriſt )cannot be Touched by 
prophane hands. 


The other Grand Herefie (men ſo much cry againſt) in Se- 
paration, is the ſndependence of cheir Congregations, as it was 
ated before. 

But why ſhould the [ndependence of One aſſembly,to a Pro- 
Tince,or Nation, be more Schiſmaticall,then that of a Province, 
or Nation,to the wholeWorld? Why may not Geneva be as [n- 
dependent to France, as France may be totheother parts of Ex. 
ropes Continent ? In Geneva,why may not one Congregation, 
be as independent to all Geneva beſides , as Geneva is to all 
France beſides ? Doth indeed ſuch aWall,or River,or Seca, ſo li- 
mit and bound the Church within it, that it may be indepen- 
dent on any Church without it ; and may not one Congrega- 
tion within this River beas well independent on all other Af. 
ſemblies within the ſame River or Sea ? 

Arethere not ſome ſparklings of this Truth, even amongſt 
us in Exgland ? Havenot we Peculiars? ſome Congregations 
exempt from theJuriſdiction of the Biſhop within whoſe Dio. 
ceſle they be? And I think no Separatiſt defireth more than 
this, That all Pariſhes.(I mean all Congregations) ſhould be 
Independent Peculiars, 

Suppoſe an Eaft-Indi-Merchants Ship be caſt on ſome re- 
mote Iland beyond (ina where there ſhall be no Inhabicant;. 
may not in this Caſe , the men of this Ship gather together, 
. chooſe out ſome one or more (vf rhemſelyes) to Read, Preach, 

Adminiſter the Sacraments? is not this a true Church, and fo: 

tO be reputed while they belceve the Truth, and do what they 

belceve ? Is there any one Effentiall part wanting to this 

Church, fo Conſticuted ? 

If. 
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If it be anſwered affirmatively , that there is yet wanting 
ſome Eſſentiall; I rejoyn, then it is not a true Church ; nay fo 
far from being veraEccleſia,a trueChurch,char it is notvereEc+ 
clefia, truly a Church : For Heis not vere Homo, truly a Man, 
thac wants ſomething Eſſential! ro Man : nor is it vere Eccleſia, 
truly a Church, that wants any thing Efentiallcroa Church, 
If it be yeelded thatin ſuch a caſe there is nothing Eſſcaciall 
wanting to This Church : I will again ſuppoſe chat within a 
year or Two,another Engliſh Ship be caſt on the ſame very I- 
land,and haveſuch ancther Company or Church ; I6demand 
now whether it be neceſſary, that Both Theſe Churches muſt 
needs joyn together, or atleaſt depend One on the Other. 

It ic be #ot neceſſary, I have what] deſire. If it be zeceſſary, 
Then was not the former Churcha Trae Charch ; becauſe it 
wanted ſomething Eſſextia/l and Neceſſary ro a Church ; to 
wit, Dependence on ſome other Church, . 

If ic be ſaid, This Church did before depend on the whole 
( atholike Church, 1 will not gainfay it ; fo They mean only 
Thus much, that 7 his Church was a true member of the Truc 
Church or Body of Chriſt ; which is but madeup of ſo many 

articular Congregations,as mans body of irs particular mem. 
—_ ſo This will be no morethan to ſay, All the members 
of the Body are Parts of the Body, and conjoyned together, buc 
onely ſubordinate tothe Head. For, I ſuppcte no man will ſay 
One of my hands is dependent on the Other; but both (as all 
the other members) dependenton my Head : loarcall patticu- 
lar Churches(T mean Congregations)dependent on their Ge- 
nerall Head, Chriſt, but not on other of their fellow members. 

If any man ſhall ſay,that Hands depend not onely on the 
Head, but alſoon the Arms, Shoulders, and Neck, which are 
berweenThem & the Head,on whom they ultimate!y depend, 

I anſwer , It isrrue, the Hands are conjoyned to the Arms 
Theſe tothe Showlders; and Both by the Neck, tothe Head : 
but yet They depend not on any but the Head, 1 mean they are 
not directed and guided by the DiCtates of Aras, Shonlder, or 
Neck, bur only by the commands of the Head: fothac there is 
only a bodily outward Continuity , and no virtuail Depeu- 
dence, but on the Head, The Head ſends out Animall your. 
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and by them guides my Hard, as my fancie pleaſeth, This 


"Guiding or DireRing Depends onely on the Head, not Arm, 


which (when I mean to move my 'Hard) is but as it were my 
Hands Servant,thatmuſt go and call, and lead my Hard (as 
a Getftleman-Uſher ) but not command it. 

Soare alſo all the Churches, all feverall congregations; 
They are all members, and are all outwardly conjoyned One 
to another (through all the world) by the redone and liga- 
»-nts of Rivers, Seas, Hils, Vallies, and the like. Yea and 
ſomeof The are neerer ro-Chriſt their Head , as they keep 
themſelves purer, and walk more cloſely in deperidence on 
Him, Yet All theſe Churches are but coordinate, not among 


themſelvesſabordinate. They are but conjoyned each tootter, 


not dependent each on other, bur Allon their Head ; which 
alone can command and moye them, Yea though perhaps 
ſome One Church may come between Chriſt and another 
Church (asthe Arm between the Head and Hand) yet ir is 
there but as a ſeryant to call on, lead, help, uphold, (being fo 
commanded by the Head) but not to command, diQate, or 
over-top its fellow-members. 

Youſce here what Power we give to Synods and Councels, 
or all other Churches oyer one particular Church ; to wit, a 
counſelling, perſwading (which ſure is very prevailing) but 
not commanding Authority. 

I doubt not but Chriſt doth ſometimes require one Church 
to incite, exhort, admoniſh , and perſwade another fellow. 
Church(chough This be not required of any one Angel inthe 
Apocalyps,towards another Church or Angel,yct I ſuppoſe it 
may be in ſome caſes) yea and ſo thatthe Other Church may 
haply fin if ſhe do nor follow this caf{and connſell: yet not be- 
cauſe it comes from her fellow-Church, (or any Synod ) bur 
becauſe it comes from Chriſt her Head, that ſpeaks through 
This Churchto her fellow. As the Hand might juſtly be fliled 
rebellious that rejeRts the Animall Spirits ſent from the Head, 
though they come through the Arm ; Which is here in this 
caſe,not only aſeryant tothe Head, but to the Hand alſo. 

Yet doth not the Hard rebell,becauſe ir refuſeth that which 
comes trom the erm, but becauſe it came from the Head, but 
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chrough the 4rme as an Inſtrument. For if ever the Arme im- 
poſe ought on the Hand, which comes not from the Head (as 
it doth ſometimes in a flux of purrid humours from an ulcer 
in the Arme ) in this caſe the Armeerres in ſo impoſing on the 
Hand, but the Hand rebels not in rejeRting what the Arme 
ſo ſends : becauſe it comes not from the Head. On which (and 
on which alone) all the members virtually depend, and not 
on any one or more felloy-members, 

All this while, chough we diſpute the Independency of 
Churches among themſelves ; yet we have not the leaſt ſha- 
dow of a Thought to withdraw any Church from the civill 
Magiſtrate ; Nay, Theſe men (whom our Biſhops brand fo 
with Separation) moſt cordially affirme that if Ep:ſcopacy can 
prove greater or better ſubjeftion, or but equallto Them, They 
will not ſcruple to ſubſcribeto Them. 

Bur alas, if we once give way to Dependence of Churches, 
mult not the Church of E»g/and Depend on the Dxrch,or the 
Dutch on England; as much as one Church in England muſt 
Depend on a Provinciall Church of Canterbury, or Nationall 
in all Englard? / 

And if the Engliſh Church muſt Depend on the Dutch, or 
Datch on Engliſh; which ſhall be [aferior ? This, or That ? 
by This Diſpute of Precedency, wee ſhall ag length caſt all 
. Churches into ſuch a contuſion, as ſome of our Biſhops Secs 
were herctofore, for ſuperiority. Pompeins non admittit ſupe= 
Yiorem, ' «ſar non parem, Pompey could not endure a ſuperior, 
nor Ceſar an <quall, And now I conceive York is inferior 
to Canterbury, Durham to York , not by any Law Morall, 
vr of Nature, but poſitive of Scare, | 

Yea, by This Dependence,will follow a farre greater Evill 
than This diſpute and confufion about Precedency:: For if. 
Or.e whole Church muſt ſo depend on another, then muſt 
alſo the Officers of This depend on Thoſe cf That Church 
And ifſo,ſh1ll not all Church* O fhcers returne tothe Pope ar 
length, as ro One Supreme Head on Earth? / 

If Genevadepend on Frarce, why not France on Spain?Spcin 
on /taly? Italy on Rome? Rome on the Pope? And had I begun 


a-preat dzallower,! ſhould hayc comeup higher tothis Hed, 
Perhaps» 
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Thenext Grand Inconvenience that may be feared on the 
removall of our Prelates is, tLirentia predicand;, A liberty of 
Preaching, notonely in that ſenſe in which this phrate is uſed 
beyond the Seas, and was in that ſenſe forbidoen under our 
hit Royall King James : That was Licentia quoad Materian, 
A liberty in regard of the ſubje&t matter ; This quoed Perſo» 
2am, in regardof the Perſon. 

Now they ſay , not onely every matter will be preached, 
whatevery Miniſter pleaſeth, but alſoevery Perſex will turn 
Preacher; Eyen Shoomakers, Coblers, Feltmakers, and any 
other. 

Godis the God of Order, and not of Confufion, And if 
Order isto be obſerved any where, it is ſure in miatter of Wor= 
ſhip : For if through the Churches default Diſorder breake in, 
at any craney, you ſhall findethe Preach grow wider and 

wider every day + Except the Cleft be ſtopt , the Ship may 
oy ſinke. And therefore I ſhall wholly agree, and joync 
with them that endcayour with the firſt , toallay the yer 
ſemblance and apparition (lcflethan theleaſt bubling up) of 
Diſorder. 

Onelythis I could heartily wiſh, that Fire and Fagot may 
not dererminc this Controvetlie ; that theſe men may not bee 
dealt with, as here ſome of the Martyrs i Queene /Zaries 
daics ; for oft when the Biſhops could not reply, they would 
ſtart up and ſweare by the Farth of their Body, that this was a 


; dangerous,groſſe,& Hereticall opinion; Andall this was but 


a Prologue to that Tragedy, wheſe Epilogue was Flame and 
Fago:; or atleaſt the Faſces,a bundle of rods,tc younger men, 
We bave oft ſeenc ſome of theſe Preachers before the higheſt 
Tribunal inthis Kingdome ; For wethought itunreaſonable 
(wich thoſe in the es) rocondemne any before they were 
heard, 
I was not their Judge alone, nor will I beat this time, 
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Only that it may appearelI attended their pleading ( as it be- 
comes any in a Court of Juſtice) I will giveche world an ac- 
count, what Thoſe men ſay for themſelyes ; and fo I ſhall 
leavethem to be judged by wiſe men. 

Firlt, they conceive there be ſome Ordinances which are 8 
proper only tothe Church, and ChurchOfficers, belongin ; 
only to Church Aſſemblies (fuch as is the Adminiſtration : 
Sacraments, the Conferring of Orders, and all ofthis nature} 
Theſe they think Sacred, ſuch as may not be touched by any 
but Church-Officers; and of Theſe they ſay, let Vzz4h take 
hced how he touch the Ark, though it ſhake. 

But there are other Ordinances {they fay ) of a Middle 
nature z as they are exerciſed in a Church Aſſembly, by 
Chucch- Officers, They may truly be called Church- Ordi. 
nances ; yet are ſuch as may beufed Out of Church Aﬀem- 
blies,and thereforeprobably by Other than Chutch-@fficers, 
As Praying, 9 Scripture, Cathechiſfing, Exhortas 
tion, andthe like; which (as they conceive ) are not confi» 
ned to the (Church only, or Church Offers. 

1. Betauſe Heathens and Publicans may beadmitted, nay 
ought to be invited, to Theſe Ordinances. And it feemes no 
Mortall ſinne, for a Lay-man in China, to call rogerher a | 
company of Heathens, and preach rothem the Chriſtian Re- " 
ligion, yet here is no True Church, till a Congregation will 
Embrace This Doctrine, and jaynein ſerving God. 

2, They conceive Our State, by publick authority, hath 
and doth al.ow ſo much as This. For they fee Clerks / even 
in publick Afſemblics } Read Pſalmes, Prayers, and oft ſome 
parts of Scripture ; Deacons preach, yea and Baptize, and 
help to adminiſter the Lords Supper ; and yer no man takes 
them for compleat Miniſters: yea of old, and perhaps now ” 
alſo by Law, they are not atall Clergy men. 

2+ Former Preachers have taughr them, that every Ma- 
ſter of a Family , may and mutt read, pray, catechiſe, 
and the liVe, in his owne Family, if hee have none there 
that can doe it better than himfelfe. Therefore Theſe , 
ſceme rather to come under the Notion of Private Du- 
ties rather than Publike Church- Ordinances ; though 

P ſometime 
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ſomerime they be performed in Churches, yet other times they 
may be performed our of Churches, and by thoferhar are not 
publike Church Officers. 

Therefore theſe poore men(through their weakneſſe )think 
ſuch Ordinances freeto be performed by any Chriſtian, whe 
ther of the Clergy, or Laity. And their zeale makes them 
conceive, if God pive gifts of Underſtanding, Memory, Judge= 
ment, and Utterance, and an Earneft Defireto doe good with 
thele Fleſt they wrap up their Talent in a Napkin) They have 
the Maine (to wit, an inward) Call co performe theſe duties 
intheir owne Familics : orelſewhere, ifthey have an outward 
Call coo, 

For they ſolemnly profeſſe, they hold'it notfir to preſſe or 
intrude themſelves on-any Congregation : Bur if any will 
come of themſelves, cither to their owne Families, or lend for 
them, and dcfireto heare them, among ſome good men, they 
take thisfor a call, an outward call, roperforme thoſe duties, 
tothat Congregation. For, they thinke the wayes of Gods 
Spirit are free, and not tied to. a Univerſity man ; fo that ha- 
ving an inward call, they conceive the defire of any one 
Congregation, is outward call ſufficient, though the Biſhop 
call not. 

Yea, ſome Exerciſes in Gods Worfhip, they thinke there 
be, which are warranted from the Gift that enables . and 
not from the Cal! that invites : forhat a man whom God 
hath enabled with Parts and Gifts, might uſe them, though 
no man Living call him, And this alſo is the Judgement 
of many Learned men ; as of That Ingenuous, Worthy, Lear- 
red man Maſter Thorndicke,of late Touching on That of the 
Corinths, 

Solong then asthey Encroach net on Ordinances appre- 
priateto (hburch-Officers, they thinke they fincenot in per- 

forming other ducies, where therearenone that can, or will 
perſorme ther better, They have learned Latine Enough to 
fy, Borum quo. ( ammunius, eomelins, What is Good, is made 
better by the commonneſſc, They haveread of Moſes,wiſh- 
:ngallthe Lords Pcopie wereProphets.; and that God would 
poure out. his Spirit on.thenz all, 
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Yea, they have heard that God promiſed to poure out his 
Spirit upon all Fleſh, all Belcevers T well Layas Clergy) ſo 

that Young men ſhould ſee Viſions , and Old men dreame 

Dreames, and though this were begun to be accompliſhed 

even in our Sayiours time, yet they (perhaps through igno- 

rance) Expect it ſhould be yer till more and more accompli- : 
ſhed every day, till Knowledge cover the Earth, as Waters if 
fillthe Sea ; eventill there be no more need that-any man 

ſhould teach his neighbour, for all men ſhall know the Lord; 

and they poore men expeR a new Heaven, and a new Earth, 

wherein there ſhall need no more Temples of ſtone, bur all 

good men ſhall be Prophets, Prieſts, and Kings. In the meane 

timethey ſay Waters muſt flow our ofthe bells ofall that 

believe, till arlength the great Waters of the anctuary flow 

forth without meatute., 

Yea , they are much encouraged fromthe PraGtiſc of the 
Church in the A#s, where all the members, Every belcever, *55.4- 
being ſcattered by perſecution, went about Preaching, —_—_ 

If it be Objected that this was an Extraordinary Caſe; ; 
atthefirſt beginning ofthe Church, and in time of Perſecu- : 
tion, &c. 3 

They Anſwer , that they conceive almoſt as Extraordinae 
ry caſein This Land, at 1his Time ; Where the Church is q 
ſo much unſetled, and hath been io much perſecuted. In ſome 
places they ſee no Miniſters ; ſcarce any in ſome whole $hires, 
as in (umberland, Weitmorland, Northumberland, and eſpe- F 
cially in ales ; Wherethe Church is even yetſcarce ( & ne 
vix) ſomuch as well begunne to be plantcd , or the Goſpell 
Preached, 

In other places, where there is ſome ſhew of a Charch,ſome | 
Ordinances, ſome CAini/ters ; yet even here, they thinkethe | 
Church calleth for m«ny more Miniſters , atleaſt for much 
more ,and much bercer preaching than it yet hath, 

Specially fince the late cruell Tyranny of ſome Lord- 
ing Prelates, hath almoſt quite put cowne Ordinances, f1- 
lenced Good Miniſters, and forbidden Preaching ; Having 
ſo detainedthe Truth (and ſmothered it) by unrightcouſneſle, - 
thatthere is ſcarce left che Face of atrue Church, They con- | 

of | * ceiye 
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ceivethis an extraordinary time, an extraordinary Caſe, and 
CaHy,for allthat arc enabled by God, with Parts and Gifts, fit 
for ſuch exerciſes. | : 

And they conceive 30, or 40, or an 109. Good men of any 
one or more congregations, to be as Fir Judges of their parts 
and abilities every way,zs One Lord Biſhop and his ignorant 
(perhaps Drunken) Chaplain ; who makes ſcruple of admit» 
ting any to Orders, but Bowers ad Cringers,finks of Super» 
ftition Yet when they pleaſe, thcy can poſe in an Ale-houſe, 
and lay hands (well quickned with angels )on Tapſters,Cob- 
lers , Butchers, and many ſuch, that are fo farre from the 
ſmell of a Colledge, that they never ſaw an A.B.C. or 
Primer to purpole , much lefle a 7eru/a in a Grammer 
School. 

In the laſt place they ſolemnly profeſle they are ready to 
hear or read, any that either by writing, preaching,or private 
diſcourſe ſhall inform them better than now they ſee or know. 
They would thank any man that will ſatisfie their conſcien- 
ces, and convincetheir judgment: For, they profeſle they are 
not acted by vain-glory, or faction, but conſcience, and de- 
fire of propagating Truth, and ſpreading the Goſpell, as God 
ſhall give them opportunicies. 

And ſuppoſing ſuch parts, gifcs, and abilities , fic for thoſe 
duties ; They conceive no man may upbraid them with po- 
verty, or former living in a trade; which yet they think not 
alrogether incompatiblero Preaching : for they have read of 
Saint Paw(and others )intermixing his Sermons with making 
of Tents. 

Yeathough they have not ſuch parts and gifts as S, Pagl;, 
yet they think the work of Preaching much more compatible 
wich all works of the Hatids, than with any one other ſtudy 
of the brain, or minde : and yet they ſee many Civill Lawyers 
take Livings, and have the Cure of Souls: Yea , and all their 
Lord Biſhops have Two Callings , Two ſeverall (oppoſite) 
Studies;and yet for all Thoſe two, They can fpend as much,or 
moretime at Cards and Dice (or worſe) than atcither of their 
Callings, 

Nor are they ſo tyed to their outward Callings , but if 

the 
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che Church ſhallthinkir fic, they are ready to give up all, and 
apply themſelyes wholly tothe ttudy of Scriptures, and work 
of the Miniſtery, 

In the mean time they follow their Callings , (not living 
as io going up and down Tatling as Buſte-Bodies) but be. 
ing diligent to ſerve God both with their hands, hearts alſo, 
yea and rongues too, if God ſhall call them, and give oppor- 
tunity as well as abilities, 


I would not be miſtaken by my Reader, AllthistimeI am 
ſpeaking T heir words, not my own ; All that I defire is, that 
they may have a fair Hearing , before they be feyerely 
cenſured, And I moye this the rather , becauſe they 
are fill ready to fay , Moſt that condemn them never 
heard them : I could not but do what in me lyes, to remoye 

This ſcandall, 

' Ir may be ExpeRted I ſhould now ſhew my own Opinion; 
and anſwer all Theſe Things, which Thoſe poor men lay for 
themſelves. But I mult confefle Iam already almolt tyred 
with relating the Arguments of one part onely ; ſothat I dare 
not ſet on the other, 

Neither indeed do T think it needfull : Moſt of That which 
They ſay, being ſuch, that it is not like to do much hurt ; and 
fol think jt not needfull co refute it, What muſt be refuted, 
may much better be done by Others of better Parts, and foun- 
der judgements : for 1 know ſome that in One poor dif- 
courſe of Trath , are by their wit able to finde all the ſeyen- 


teen [melleftnall Sinnes; how much more in a diſcourſe of 


Error? 

Onely by the way, I cannot but ſhew how weakly Thele 
= Preachers anſwer ſome ſtrong objefions broughe againſt 
them, 

As This inthe Firſt place : That by This Courſe, AN Er- 
rors and Herefies ſhall quickly cometo be vented and main- 
tained inthe Clurch, when every man may Preach that will 
and what he will, wicthoue controul. 

To This Argument, All their Anſwer,that I can-remember, 
is This. 

P32 Firſt 
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Firſt, that They maintain not, that Any man may Pceach 
thatiW/ill. No; They fay it muſt be One of Parts, Gifts, and 
Abilities fic for a Preacher ; and that not onely in his owne 
fancie,but in the Judgment of many Godly men : Who(being 
many) are as liketo be fir and able to judge of Abilities on 
Their Tryall, as any One Biſhops Chaplain; that yer uſethco 
preſencto his Lord, after lictle or no poſing, One whom he ne- 
ver heard ſpeak, (much lefle Preach or Pray) before he came 
for Holy Orders. 

Secondly,they ſay, They maintain not,that any ſuch man 
(ſo Gifted and Called, being judged fic by the vetes of many) 
may yet Preach what he wil//No, they are as much limited,aud 
kept within bounds, as if they were licenſed by the Biſhop. 

For, if he Preach falſe Dorine , Either in matters of 
Churchor State, they ſay the Biſhops Keyes , or at leaſt his 
Long Sword, may reach him as well in a Parlour , or ſome 
little Pulpir, as if he were a Licentiate in a Great Cathcdrall, 
And if hePreach no falſeDo&rine, mult he ſuffer (ſay they) 
for Preaching True? 

Itis true, No wiſe manliving will blame (much lefſe pu- 
niſh or fine) a man chatſpeaks a good True Diſcourſe of Law, 
or Phyſick,, though he be Licentiate in neither ; But Theſe poor 
men conſider not, the Caſe is not the ſane in Preaching a True 
diſcourſe in Divinity. Yet let us give way,and they will ſpeak 
more. 

Again they ſay, Suppoſe they did hold which they do not) 
that Any man living might Preach that would , and what he 
would ; yet perhaps there would not follow fo great Incon- 
venience as ſome imagine. 

For, All ſuch ſuppoſed Preachers arecither ſe men or 
Fools. If Wiſe , they will Preach Wiſely ,and ſo do Good, If 
Fools, Foolijhly,and fo do no Hart, or at lealt very little hurt: 
For, it is not for a Foo/to broach an Hereſie, and maintain it, 
or ſpread it much. No, Arrixs, Pelagins, Arminins, and ſuch, 
were men of che greateſt Parts, but ſet wrong. . 

Yea ſuppoſe ſome of theſe Non-Licenriate Preachers be men 
of the greateſt Parts poſſible, and fo poſſible to become dan- 


gerous Hercticks ; Doth the Herefie ſpread ir ſelf the more tor 
not 
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not being Licenſed ? Might not This Great man do as much 
hurt {yea much more ) if he were licenſed;than now he isnot?- 

If any anſwer, It is True, He is like todo more hurt, if Li- 
cenſcd ; but therefore the Biſhop in wiſedomie will nor licenſe 
him. 

They rejoyn : Firſt, it is probable One Biſhop in This caſe 
will ſhew more care and conſcience, than 20,0r- 30, good men 
in a Covgrcgation, where This parted Man would preach ?- 

Bur again, Suppole there be never a Good man ( in all his 
Auditory; or that all the Good men there, wilt not havecare 
toſuppreile This man from doing hurt : How ſhall, how can 
the Biih;op do This ? How can he keep him from venting, and 
{preading his Herehe? 

Firſt, when this man comesfor a Licence to the Biſhop, No 
man can tcll how he means to preach, (when he is Licenſed) 
except the Biſhop perchance be a Prophet alſo, as well as a 
Prielt and King ? 

Either he hath preached, (before his comming for This Li- 
ecnic) or he hath not, If he have not, No Biſhop can tell how 
he will preach ; nor can any wiſe man living commend him to 
the Biſhop, as firto make a good Preacher : ſince he that is 
the beſt Scholar living, and perhaps as good a man as any, yet 
may prove bur an ill Preacher, 

lihe havepreached before,and done well. without Licenſe. 
then it ſeems ic is lawfull to preach without 4 Licenſe :for pro- 
bation nodoubr,'/ though moſt of late havedenyed This. }Bur 
] ask, how long ſha!l he be a Probationer? how many years, 
monihs,weeks ? I hough he preach ten googSermons, no man 
cantell, but inte nexc he means to broach. an Hereſie, 

Bur alas Theſe poor men ſee not how weak all this is. For, 
Is it not caſie for three or four men, or 2 Biſhops Chaplain ro 
commend a man(behe Scholar, or Groom,or Butler,or whar 
he will : )let the Biſhop-without ſeeing or {melling This man, 
give him his bleſſing þlind-fold, and.ſeal lum a Zrcexſe, Whar 
hurt is in all This? For if this man preach well, the Church 
will get good : if ill, cannot the Biſhop as ſoon pull him down 
again, as he ſet himup ?- 

They anſwer, Suppoſe he may, (wizich is hard to ſuppoſe 

| Gnce, , 
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ſince Qrders once given , leavean Indelible { harafter) why 
may nor ten or twenty men, Gocd men ina Congregation,as 
wellſer up a man, avd try how he will prove ? For if well, 
itis well ; he will doe good : Ifill, theſe ten or twenty men 
can as eafily pull him downe againe, as ſer him up, 

Not fo, Forthe Biſhop is Rill a very wiſe, diſcreet, good, 
holy man ; and being entruſted by the Church, will have a 
ſpeciall care, even more than a hundred others , to ſer up a 
good map, or el{epull himquickly downe. 

To this they yet anfwer , The Biſhop cannot tell how or 
what he preacheth when he hath ſer himup, (except he can 
be preſent in all places, atleaſt many at once, toheare all 
young Preachers, that he Licenſeth ; ) and therefore though he 
would pull him downe , yet he cannot, becauſehe cannot be 
Nill preſent to heare him. Though he come once, twice, ten 


times , yetthe Preacher may hold in all his Hereſfie, till he ſee 


the Biſhopabſent, and ſometimes he muſt teabſent. 

But may notthe Congregation then goe and complaine to 
the Biſhop,if their Preacher doe amiſſe? and upon complaint 
the Biſhop will, may and muſt ſuppreſſethat error. 

If hedoe not (they ſay) they are ſtill where they were. But 
if hedoe cenſurethis Preacher , on thecomplaintofthe Con. 
gregation ; Either he ſees they complaine unjuftly [and then 
he doth injuſtice in cenſuring upon an unjuſt complaint) or 
elſe hee mnſt yeeld they complaine juſtly ; and then healfſo 
grants, that this Congregation hath wiſdome enough to 
judge, whether a man preach well orill ; and if fo, why may 
not the Congregggion cenſure him for ill preaching, without 
complaintto oneBiſhop? 

Sedfruitra fit per plura ; quod fieripoteft per panciora, And fo 
I leave this, and come to another great Queſtion, that is wort 
Rillto be propounded to theſe poore Non- Licenſed Preachers, 

It is this, why (if indeed they be fit , or ſeeme fir, or doe 
but think themſelyesfirto be Miniſters, why then )do they not 
enter into Orders? orat leaſt preſent themſelves ſhewing their 
defireto be in Holy Oiders , if indeed they may be found fir 

for the Miniſtery, as they thinke themſelves > Why doethe 
halt betwcen two?cither let them ſerve the Church whally;and 
lo 
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ſo be in Orders ;or elſe let them forbear, and not meddle with 
diſpenſing of Holy Ordinances. 

This to me a yery ſerious Queſtion, and therefore I 
much defired to hear their Anſwers, 

Some of themſay,they know not yet whetherthey be wor- 
thy,or fitto take on them Thole Greater Offices which fol- 
low Orders,onely they defire they may have leave,(as Proba- 
tioners ) toexerciſe, or keep Acts, before the Church till che 
Church ſhall approve of them, and call them out judging 
them faithfull ) for higher employment, or generally to di 

ſeall the Ordinances, In the mean time, They meddle on - 

with ſuch Ordinances , as they conceive hot proper to 

hurch Officers onely, but in ſome ſort common to all Chri- 
tians, yea toall men, as was ſaid before. 

Others ſay, they would gladly (with all their Hearts) be 
conſecrated to God, and wholly givethemſelyves up to his ſer- 
vice and worſhipin the Miniſtry ; but they areafraid to take 
Order1,as Orders are now conferred in This State, And yet in 
the mean time, they dare not abſtain from Preaching, (where 
they have opportunity, and a Willing Auditory) leſt they 
ſhould detain the Truth, God hath revealed tothem ; and 
ſhould be guilty of Afding their Talent in a Napkin. For they 
think they _ do many things belonging (though not pro- 
per)to a Miniſter; though they be not , nor can be (as things 
now ſtand)in holy Orders. Their inſtance is David, who was a 
King,and oftheTribe of Judah,g ſocould be neitherPrieſt nor 
Levite;yetthey find King David often Preaching;elſe they un» 
derſtand not the meaning of Thoſe Phraſes, C ore hither, and 
1 will ſhew you what God hath done fer my poe © nl, and the like, 

If theſe men inthis be ſerious, and do 1 .. pretend Conſcie 
ence,where it is ſomeother Principle , that ats them to ſome 
low end : I cannot but much pity them; thar if chey be fir, 
they neither may belicenſed, nor yer preach without Licenſe. 
But let usſec why they dare not enter into Orders, and ſobe 
Licenſed Miniſters. 

They anſwer, that they have not fo much againſt Orgers 
conferred by our Church, or the manner of conferring them, 
(though under ſome Biſhops , This hath been very ttrange, 
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and not warrantable either by Law of God or-man, they con+ 
ceive ) asthey have in their judgement and conſciences, a- 
vainſt the Power conferring them, 

For they doubt not to affirme, that He ( who ever he be )- 
thar taketh on himſe!fe power, which the Scripture hath not 
viven him, to appoint, liaare or command, any one Thing 
cithcr in DoCtrine or Diſcipline; though the Thing it felte 
might pe ſhibly be good, yet Hethat lo dictates, is eAntchri. 
ftian ; encroaching on the Kegall Ofice of Chri/? ; and fo a 
7 raytor in Religion. 

Now they dare not tcuch That, which (how Geod ſoever 
in it ſelfe, yet) comes in Power and Virtue of an Antichri- 
Rian Traytor, Yea though fuch a one ſhould command them 
a Thing very lawfullin ic ſelfe, ( as to weare a black cloath ) 
yet if He have not Commiſſion to command, from Scripture, 
they cenceive He incurres a Premwnire with God ; becauſe 
he takes on him to doe that { as an Officer ) for which he is 
not fore-armed with lawfull authority. In this caſe they think 
they ought notto odey Him ſo commanding : becauſe though 
the Thing in it ſelfebe lawfull to be done, yet they think him 
an unlawfull Commander, and fo dare not obey; if for no 
other Reaſon, yet for This, that by obeying here, they ſhall 
betray not only their own Privilcdges, ( which yer are very 
precious) bur alſo the Liberties and Priviledge of all the Sub= 
jects of Chrift, even of the whole Church ; ſo that they be- 
come Traytors totheir ſpiriruall Common- wealth. 

They give This Inflancein Civill Things. Suppoſe a She- 
riffe, thatis a lawfull Officer, come and command me to give 
him forty pound, of his owne head. without lawfull Autho- 
rity to beck his command; they fay, if in This caſe I give 
him forty ſhillings, I betray not only my owne priviledge 
( which perhaps I may doe ) but alſo the whole Liberty of the 
Common-wealth, and ſo become ( ix Re ) a Traytor tothe 
State : though init ſelfe it be lawfullto give forty ſhillings to 
any man that asks ; yet now | muſt not doe it, becauſe This 
Othcer commands it by unlawfull Authority, and fo with- 
out Commiſſhon, 

Nor yet that they think it neceſſary to ſtay diſputing the 

Authority. 
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Authority ofa Commander, there where is no appearanceof 
Ground for a doubt. But if once they ſee and know the com- 
mand is grounded on no lawfull Authority ; or do but really - 
doubt whether the Power commanding, or the 7 hing comman= 
ded be lawfall : They conceive themſelyes bound co abRaine 
till their judgement be cleered, (which they profeſle to defire, 
and by all lawfull meancs to endeavour ) leſt whilethey doe, 
they be condemncd in their owne conſciences, becauſe they 
doe not aCt in Faith : and what is net of Faith is ſinne, 

I mult leave Theſe Things to be ditcuſſed by men of better 
judgements, Inthe meane time I humbly deſire ag2ineI may 
not be miſ-underſtocd ; for it is not in my thoughts to abec 
the lea(t miſcarriage in avy one of theſe poore men : nor by 
any meanes to countenance any of them, in a, way of ex- 
erciſing thoſe Duties thar aretoo high for their pa'res, and abji= 
lities which God hath given them. Yet if there be any of 
them that have extraordinary parts, and endowments of 
judgement, memory, and utterance; if God tirre up theſe to 
improve their Gifts to the beſt advantage, yer with all meek- 
nefſe and humility, I dare not condemne them till 1 heare 
them: for I know the Spirit of God is not tied to our Fancies, 
but yetthe Spirit of the Prophers is ſubjett to the Prophets, 

I take not on me to warrant all the paths which ſome cut 
outtothemſelves;:Yerl moſt affetionately entreatmen notto 
contemne all things in thoſe they now brand withtheir uſuall 
Raine of Separatiſme ; which phraſe many uſe in ſuch ſcorne, 
as if with oneſtab ( of that Italian dagger ) they could run 
through Body and Souleat once. 
| Theſe whomthey ſo brand, may maintaine ſome errors , 
may not carry on thecruth in the glory of it; who is ſo pefe&t ? 
bur oft-times in che midſt of chickeft ore we finde the pmelt 
gold: diſcover their errors and reject them; bur doe not refule 
what is good, becauſe they hold it forth bur darkly : notruth 
can ſhine in its perfect Juſtre at the firſt : light is darkneſle 
when it firlt appeareth. 
| YetLrght was on the firſt Creatures,and yet not perfected 
till the fourth Day,/and perhaps not fully then; )ſo was ſpiri- 
tuall Light the begiauing of Reformation, That New ( reation; 
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yetit was not perfe& ar firſt dawning, butencreaſeth fill by 
degrees, till it have quite chaſed away darkneffe, and there 
be nomore Night. All men yeeld there muſt be an encreaſe 
of light in the world; Now whether that be more probable to 
bein Doftrine or Diſcipline, judge yee. | 
Atthe firſt Riſing out ofPopery, the Church-leſſe Church 
ofthe eAlbigenſes, andWaldenſes, (Holy Good men) began 
an admirable Reformation. This was much advanced by 
Jerome of Prague, and John Hus, Luther had many groſſe 
errours, yet muſt not loſe his place among theſe glorious 
Lights, Afcer theſe appeareth [@/vin,ſhining yet brighter both 
in Doarineand Diſcipline. Since him our God hath raiſed 
up a moreglorious Light among theſe Northerne Iles. And 
= ſome went from us lately with a candle burning, 
righterperhaps than ours; though it were lighted here. Thus 
Light dilacing, and enlarging it fclfe,ſeemethto become more 
Ire, more Light, more Glorious ; and yetit ſeemes not to 

Noone. The Light, till, will, muſt, cannot but encreafe ; 
why then doe wee ſhut our eyes ? Letit not beefaid of us, 
that Light came in & grew up among us, yet we would not uſe 
it(for we cannot but receive i:)becauſe we loved darknefle. 

But why doe I wonder? If thefe things which are by many 
held but ceremoniall ar circumſtantiall crutches, are chus 
ſighted, ſeeing the ſweet m_—_—_ of the Spirit, Truths of a 
more glorious Nature, are not only under-yalued, but oppo- 
ſed, eyen by thoſe who love Chriſt ; it is a ſtrange thing, men 
call, men long fornew things ; and yet if any doe hold forth 
new and quickeaRings of the Spirit, they fall under cenſure, 
of thoſe who forget thar Text, Judge not, left ye be Judged. 
Thus many times, good men doe not only negle&, but abuſe 
lzghr, yea, they doe both grieveand quench Gods Holy Spi- 
rit, A fad caſe ! andſo areftillin ſome part carnall; and the 
Fleſh not only luſteth, but warreth againſt che Spirit, 

We areroo too apt to ſlight the ſweet breathings of Gods 
Spirit, which He is pleaſed to communicateto - ts"rR 
wee are deſtitute of the fame Workings, Some Chriſti. 
ans areas it were wholly legall; they Faſt, they Pray, receive 
Sacraments, heareScrmons, pay eyery onehis own, live in- 
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offenſively : This is well done, but This loner AN; yer this 

they takefor enjoying God in Chriſt Jeſus. But alas! Quan- 

row difer ab ie, How far from that isit * Noweff vivere, ſod 

valere vita, Life confiſts in being healthfull, and not bare- 

ly in living, Theſe men may well be ſaved hereafter, 

_ the mean time , they loſe the ſweeteſt part of their 
cre. 

On theother fide, if God 7 to communicate himſelf in 
zny mannerof ſweetnefle , fo that a man begins to taſte and 
ſee how good Communion and acquaintance with God is ; 
how eafily it is interrupted by looſe walking ; how ſweet it is 
when enjoyed ; ſothat it raviſherh the ſoul, and fillerh the 
whole Heart, that it cannot but flow out at the Lips , in ſweet 
breathings of, for,and after God in Chriſt Jeſus,God in Chriſt 
Jeſus. This man ispreſently Rained with a taint of Aſadneſſe, 
and I know not what Exthu/iaſme, If onethat hath caſted and 
experimentally found the ſweetneſſe of Peace of Conſcience, 
and knows how unpoſlible it is to keepit, but by cloſe walk- 
ing with God; howeaſily itis broken ; and how hardly it is 
made up again when broken :ſo that he is content to leave 
Friends, Living, Liberty, All, rather thanto break his Peace, 
wound his Conſcience, ſin againſt God , in finning againſt 
light,or ating againſt Doubts, O that man is beyond all Rule 
of Reaſon; He hath a Tang of Phrenſie; onepuft up with a 
ſpiritof ſelf conceit ; a Rank Separarift, 

But ſure ic ſhould not be ſo among Chriſtians. Can w: not 
diſſent in judgment ( ſpecially in theſe lower points of Diſcse 
pline, while we agree in Dottrine) but we muſt alſodifagree 
in Afeftion? A hard caſc ! 

I confeſſe there are many now that turn the Light of Truth, 
intoa Life of looſneſle, vanity, and profaneneſle ; and weare 
all rootoo proneto This. There are ſome Enthu/iaſticks, who 

rofane the Spirit. This I would refiſt with allwy might. Bur 
fer not all ſufter with the wicked. Some without warrant run 
away from their Callings, and takeup a bare , empty, fruit- 
leſſe Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, without the leaft dramme of 
lifeor power ; Theſe men my oul hateth. —— 

But when God ſhall enlarge his Hand, and unyeil his 
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face , that the poore creature is brought into communion 
and acquaintance with his Creator : ſtcered in all his wayes, 
by his* pirit ; and by itcarried up above ſhame, feare, plea- 
ſure, comfort, loſſes, grave, and death it ſelfe; Letus not cen» 
ſure ſuch Tempers, but bleſſe God for them. Sofar as Chriſt 
is in us, we ſhall love, priſe, honour Chriſt, and the leaſt par« 
ticle of his Imagein others : For we never pro eour ſelves true 
members of Chriſt more,than when we embrace his members 
with moſt enlarged, yet ſtraiteſt Aﬀections, 

To this end, God aſſiſting me, my deſire, prayer endeavour 
ſhall Rill be, as much as in melies, to follow peace and holj. 
neiſe ; and thovghthere may haply be ſomelittle diſſent be. 
rweene my darke judgement, weake conſcience, and other 
Good 1nen, that are much more cleare and ftrong ; yer my 
prayer fill ſhall be, to keepe the Unity of the Spirit mthe Bond 
of Peace. And as manyas walkeafter this Rule, Peace I hope 
ſhall Rill be on them, and the whole Iſrael of God. 
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The Stationer to the Reader. 


Mr Reader , I bave thought good to tranſlate 
divers Paſſages 0; of this Treatiſe into Engliſh,(when 
part of the ſenſe ts contained in the Latine Phraſe , or 
expreſſion) that they who are unlearned, may te able 
more fully to underſland the meaning of what they read. 
Accept of my geod intention , an1 Pardon me, both in 
that, by my Engliſh, 1 interrupt the ſmoothneſſe of the 
Style z and alſo that Tcannot ſo render the Latine,as to 
retain the elegancie and native beauty of the Authors 
eapreſsron, Farenell, 
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